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Having  in  the  preceding  volume 
conlidered  all  the  more  important 
difeafes  falling  under  the  immediate 
province  of  the  PhyJtciaUy  there  re- 
main only  a few  anomalous  matters 
in  his  department  j which  having 
fome  relation  to  other  complaints 
now  to  be  noticed,  may  be  fuitably 
arranged  in  this  part  of  the  work. 
Thefe  will  be  clalTed  relatively  to 
other  matters;  having  here  a prin- 
cipal regard  to  diforders  falling  under 
the  province  of  the  Surgeoriy  with 
VOL.  II.  B others 
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Others  that  may  be  faid  to  be  of  a 
mixed  kind,  but  of  which  all  per- 
fons  venturing  to  prefcribe  for  chil- 
dren fhould  have  fome  general  idea ; 
being  rendered,  it  is  hoped,  in  this 
work,  as  obvious  and  intelligible  as 
poffible. 

In  regard  to  furgical  Operations, 
the  treatment  of  Fradtures,  large 
Abfcefles,  and  other  important  ar- 
ticles in  this  department,  it  may  be 
expedled,  that  fome  reafons  fhould 
be  offered  for  what  has  been  ad- 
vanced. And,  indeed,  if  more,  or 
lefs  has  been  faid  on  thefe  fubjedts 
than  fome  readers  might  expedt,  it 
has  been  with  the  defign  of  enabling 
the  more  intelligent  to  form  fome 
judgment  of  what  may  be  expedted 
in  the  feveral  cafes,  without  per- 
plexing 
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’plexing  them  by  offering  more  than 
•they  could  be  fuppofed  anywife  to 
comprehend.  In  lefs  ferious  in- 
ftances,  and  fuch  as  may  occasion- 
ally fall  under  the  reader’s  own  ma- 
nagement, the  fame  degree  of  in- 
formation is  held  out,  as  in  the  me^- 
dical  department  in  the  former 
volume;  fb  that  in  every  inftance, 
the  inquifitive  reader  may  be  com- 
petent either  to  fuperintend  and 
to  adt,  or,  at  leaf!,  to  judge  of  the 
nature  of  the  cafe,  and  its  probable 
termination. 

To  the  feveral  Complaints  will 
follow  fuitable  DireBions  for  the 
general  Management  of  Infants  in 
every  article  of  importance  to  their 
health ; to  which  particulars  a fmall 
volume  is  wholly  devoted. 

B 2 
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But  befide  thofe  afFedtions  which 
may  be  precifely  termed  difeafes, 
infants  fometimes  prefent  themfelves 
to  the  world  under  circumftances 
that  call  for  immediate  alliftance^ 
being,  as  it  were,  in  a kind  of  in- 
termediate ftate  between  life  and 
death,  and  with  the  appearance  of- 
tentimes of  being  really  dead;  but 
may,  neverthelefs,  be  reanimated 
by  timely  and  judicious  aid,  fo  as  to 
be  perfeBly  refcued  from  any  par- 
ticular dangers. 

On  this  account,  fome  practical 
diredtions  on  this  head,  it  is  pre- 
fumed,  may  form  no  unfuitable  In~ 
trodudiion  to  this  volume,  as  the 
fubjedt  could  not,  with  ftridt  pro- 
priety, be  arranged  under  the  head 
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of  children’s  difeafes.  And  what  I 
have  here  to  offer  is  the  refult  of 
an  experience  that  has  been  attended 
with  more  fuccefs  than  might  have 
been  expected, 

I HAVE,  indeed,  both  at  the  hof- 
pital  and  elfewhere,  met  with  many 
inftances  of  children  born  with  very 
little,  and  others  without  even  the 
fmalleft  appearance  of  life,  fome  of 
whom  have  remained  entirely  def- 
titute  of  any  fign  of  it,  for  more 
than  a quarter  of  an  hour,  and  yet 
have  been  happily  reflored.  I pre- 
tend to  little  or  no  fkill  in  this  bu- 
ll nefs  not  generally  pradifed,  and 
can  fcarcely  guefs  to  what  to  at- 
tribute this  fuccefs,  unlefs  it  may  be 
an  unwearied  affiduity  and  ,perfe- 
verance  in  my  attempts,  whenfoever 
B 3 there 
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there  are  no  certain  figns  of  deaths 
till  I conceive  nothing  is  poffibly  to 
be  expected  from  them.  And  this- 
, has  fo  often  fucceeded,  that  I have 
been  tempted  to  think  its  impor- 
tance, may  poffibly,  not  have  been 
fufficiently  attended  to  by  every 
practitioner.  I reft  this  prefump- 
tion,  not  only  upon  fome  fortunate 
events  where  I have  had  little  or  no 
previous  ground  for  hope,  but  where 
other  practitioners  had,  in  fome  in- 
ftances,  abandoned  it.  A certain 
fteady  perfeverance  in  our  attempts 
to  preferve  life,  is,  indeed,  not  only 
a duty  we  owe  to  the  Public,  as 
long  as  the  leaft  hope  may  remain, 
but  one  fuccefsful  attempt  is  an 
abundant  recompence  for  many  fai- 
lures 5 efpecially,  as  I imagine  we 
ffiall  rarely  fail  whenever  there  may 

be 
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be  the  leaft  pofitive  ground  for  hope 
of  a favourable  iflue. 

As  to  the  Means,  they  conhft 
only  of  warmth,  clyfters,  ftimu- 
lants,  and  efpecially  blowing  forci- 
bly into  the  wind-pipe. 

The  ordinary  ftimulants  are  the 
fmoke  of  lighted  brown  paper,  or 
tobacco j juice  of  onions;  fridfions 
with  hot  cloths,  and  brandy;  cold 
brandy  poured  on  the  navel- firing 
.where  it  is  inferted  into  the  belly; 
flriking  the  child’s  bottom,  and  the 
foies  of  the  feet ; ftimulating  the 
nofe,  and  upper  parts  of  the  throat 
with  a feather,  (drawing  out  the 
mucus,  or  froth,  that  may  prefent ;) 
with  every  other  limilar  mean  cal- 
culated to  excite  a flrong  effort, 
B 4 efpecially 
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efpecially  that  of  crying;  to  which 
our  attempts  more  particularly  tend. 
On  this  account,  I believe,  no  great 
benefit  is  to  be  expefted  from  ftrok- 
ing  the  blood  along  the  cord,  or 
immerfing  the  after-birth  in  warm 
water;  the  fetal  life  being  extindl, 
the  recovery  of  the  child  will  de- 
pend on  the  blood  palling  freely 
through  the  lungs,  which  it  cannot 
do  till  the  child  is  brought  to  breathe 
freely  and  forcibly;  the  continuance 
of  which  alfo  is  never  fecure,  till  it 
begins  to  cry.  To  thefe  ends,  I 
have  depended  above  all  upon  blow- 
ing into  the  wind-pipe,  through  the 
mouth,  which  I am  fatisfied,  may 
be  more  effedually  done  by  the 
mouth  of  the  afliftant  being  placed 
immediately  upon  the  child’s,  than 
by  means  of  a blow-pipe;  at  the 

fame 
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fame  time,  preventing  a premature 
return  of  the  air,  by  the  fingers  of 
one  hand  placed  at  the  angles  of 
the  mouth,  and  thofe  of  the  other 
on  each  fide  the  nofe : (though 
fome  people  imagine  they  have  fuc- 
ceeded  better  by  forcing  In  a more 
pure  air  through  one  of  the  nofirils, 
by  means  of  a bottle  of  the  elaftic- 
gum.)  But  I have  fometimes  ima- 
gined, . that  I might  attribute  much 
of  my  fuccefs  not  only  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  this,  but  to  the  manner 
of  doing  it,  by  attempting  to  imi- 
tate natural  refpiration,  by  forcing 
out  the  air  I have  thrown  in,  by 
a firong  prefiure  againfi:  the  pit  of 
the  fiornach ; thus  blowing  in,  and 
alternately  prefling  out  the  air,  for 
a long  time  together,  omitting  it 
•only  now  and  then,  to  make  ufe  of 

fome 
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fomc  of  the  abovementioned  means : 
which  latter,  however,  can  do  very 
little  till  the  child  begins  not  only 
to  gafp,  and  that  with  fliorter  inter- 
vals, but  alfo  to  breathe  in  a pretty 
uniform  manner.  At  this  time, 
Ihould  the  child  not  be  difpofed  to 
cry,  which  is  frequently  the  cafe,  I 
think  nothing  is  fo  likely  to  fucceed 
as  a tobacco,  or  other  very  Simu- 
lating clyfter;  and  putting  a little 
Scotch-fnuff,  or  other  pungent  pow- 
der, up  the  nofe,  which  latter  if 
they  induce  fneezing,  will  foon  be 
followed  by  a ftrong  cry,  and  the 
child  be  with  certainty  reftored. 

Amongst  other  means,  that  of 
warmth  was  recommended ; to  which 
end,  the  infant  fhould  be  entirely 
covered  with  very  hot  cloths,  which 

fliould 
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fhould  be  renewed  as  faft  as  they 
become  cooU  or  the  body  may  be 
immerfed  in  a tepid  bath  of  fait  and 
water,  or  milk,  and  be  well  rubbed 
all  over : the  cord  may  likewife  be 
fufFered  to  bleed  a little,  efpecially 
if  the  face  or  body  do  not  foon 
acquire  the  natural  colour — but  this 
ought  feldom  to  be  done,  or  the 
cord  be  divided  as-  long  as  any  pul- 
fation  is  to  be  felt  in  it. 

To  thefe  means  may  be  added 
the  cautious  ufe  of  electricity,  which 
appears  as  likely  to  be  fuccefsful  in 
thefe,  as  in  moft  other  cafes  to 
which  it  has  been  applied : but  I 
have  never  been  in  a fituation  to 
make  trial  of  it,  or  I certainly  (hould, 
as  I once  knew  a child  happily  re- 
covered by  it,  after  being  laid  out 

for 
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for  dead,  for  near  two  hours,  in 
confequence  of  a fall  from  a two- 
pair  of  ftairs  window. 

But  fhould  thefe  feveral  means 
fail ; as  a lad:  refource,  a very  diffe- 
rent kind  of  ftimulant  may  be  tried, 
and  inftead  of  laying  the  infant  afide 
in  a warm  flannel,  it  fhould  be  ex- 
pofed  to  hidden  and  fevere  cold., 
which  I remember  once  to  have 
fucceeded  after  the  life  of  the  child 
had  been  defpaired  of, 

I SHALL  jufl;  add,  that,  amongfl 
other  fymptoms  of  fome  fuppofed 
irrecoverable  injury  a child  may 
have  fuftained  in  the  birth,  is  that 
of  a difcoloured  and  often  fetid,  or 
bloody  water  forcing  out  of  the  nofe, 
after  the  lungs  have  been  two  or 

three 
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three  times  artificially  inflated.  Un- 
der thefe  circumflances,  however, 
I many  years  ago  fucceeded  in  two 
or  three  inftanees  fo  far  as  to  ani- 
mate children  fufficiently  both  to 
breathe  and  to  cry ; but  they  after- 
wards lay  in  a moaning  fiate  for 
four  or  fix  hours,  and  then  expired. 
To  fucceed  thus  far,  indeed,  if  I 
am  rightly  informed,  may  prove  of 
importance,  where  the  courfe  of  a 
family  eftate  may  be  pending  on  a 
living  child.  I have,  however, 
lately  been  fortunate  enough  to  fuc- 
ceed completely,  under  the  moft  un- 
favourable circumfiances,  and  after 
a great  quantity  of  difcoloured 
mucus,  and  fomething  like  meco- 
nium, was  forced  up  both  from  the 
throat  and  nofe ; and  the  child,  an 
unufually  large  one,  is  flill  living. 

It 
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It  will  be  prefumed,  I dare  fay, 
that  the  above  fcrupulous  attention 
is  not  defigned  to  be  inculcated  in 
every  inftance  of  apparently  flill- 
born  infants,  but  principally  where 
the  death  of  the  child  may  not  only 
not  be  certainly  afcertained,  but 
there  has  previoufly  been  reafon  to 
expe<St  it  would  be  brought  alive 
into  the  world. — The  great  impor- 
tance, however,  of  the  fubjedt,  it 
is  hoped,  will  be  a fufEcient  apo- 
logy with  moft  readers  for  the 
length  of  thefe  diredlions ; and  as 
the  attempt  to  reftore  infants  to  life 
has  always  been  a moft  pleafing  em- 
ployment to  myfelf,  the  delire  of 
being  an  occalion  of  inducing  others 
to  a perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  the 
like  means,  emboldens  me  to  rilk 

the 
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the  cenfure  of  any  female  pradition- 
ers  in  midwifery,  who  (if  fuch  there 
be)  may  deem  it  prolix  or  fuperflu- 
ous.  The  anxious  parent,  I doubt 
not,  will  always  covet  a perfeverance 
in  every  mean,  as  well  to  reanimate, 
as  to  preferve  her  offspring. — To  the 
candour  and  aufpices  of  fuch  the  enfu- 
ing  pages  are  commended,  with  the 
author’s  moft  cordial  hopes,  that 
they  may  on  many  occafions,  fuccefs- 
fully  fupply  the  want  of  oral  advice. 


A 


TREATISE, 

t^c.  isfc.  ^c. 


In  the  former  volume,  devoted  to 
fuch  difeafes  as  fall  m'ore  immediately 
under  the  province  of  the  Phyfidmty 
confiderable  attention  has  been  paid 
to  diforders  of  the  fkin ; either  from 
their'being  found  to  require diredt  me- 
dical treatment,  or  from  their  {landing 
in  connexion  with  other  diforders  fal- 
ling flridlly  in  his  lin-e. 
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There  are,  neverthelefs,  many  af- 
fections of  the  fkin  of  a different  kind, 
which  being  either  ufually  unconnected 
with  any  diforder  of  the  fyftem,  or 
elfe  forming  fores  on  the  furface  re- 
quiring their  appropriate  topical  ap- 
plications, fall  more  flridtly  under  the 
care  of  the  Surgeon^  and  may  therefore 
more  properly  conftitute  a part  of  the 
prefent  volume. 

Of  the  cutaneous  affeCtions  falling 
under  one  or  other  of  the  latter  de- 
fcriptions,  I fhall,  for  order  fake,  begin 
with  fuch  as  appear  on  the  Head. 

Scald-Head. 

TThe  Scald-head  is  a very  troublefome 
complaint,  and  is  faid  to  be  often  a 
fcrofulous  fymptom ; but  it  is  certainly 
more  commonly  communicated  by 
contaCl,  and  when  lighting  on  a fcro-* 
fulous  habit  may  be  more  difficult  of 

cure. 


Scald-Head. 


3 


cure.  It  is,  indeed,  highly  contagious, 
efpecially  amongft  children,  at  fchools, 
or  other  places  where  they  mix  freely 
together,  exchange  hats,  or  other  co- 
vering of  the  head,  with  fuch  like  in- 
tercourfe;  by  which  means,  it  has 
fometimes  been  communicated  through 
a whole  fchool. 

From  fome  conliderable  experience, 
I may  venture  to  fay,  that  being  ufu- 
ally  a mere  complaint  of  the  fkin,  it 
may  be  moft  fuccefsfully  treated  by 
external  applications.  This  difeafe  is 
feated  in  the  little  glands  at  the  roots 
of  the  hair,  is  fometimes  dry,  but  at 
others  moift,  and  then  produces  little 
ulcers,  which  being  thoroughly  cleanf- 
ed,  and  made  to  digeft,  may  be  fafely 
healed  up  ; as  I have  found  in  many 
other  affedlions  of  the  fkin,  in  which 
the  fyftem  has,  often  over-fcrupu- 
loufly,  been  conceived  to  be  con- 
cerned. 

C 2 
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Scald-Head. 


It  is  not  uncommon,  I know,  to  ad- 
minifter  a variety  of  internal  remedies, 
and  perhaps  they  may  fometimes  be 
required  j though  I think  I have  feldom 
given  any  thing  more  than  lime-water, 
or  a decodlion  of  the  woods,  and  a few 
purges  at  the  decline  of  the  eruption. 

If  the  complaint  be  taken  early,  be- 
fore it  has  fpread  far  over  the  head, , 
and  whilft  .the  fcabby  patches  are  frnall 
and  diftind:,  it  may  be  frequently  cured 
by  an  ointment  made  of  equal  parts  of 
fulphur,  flour  of  muftard,  and  powder 
of  ftaves-acre,  mixed  up  with  lard  or 
butter^  or  by  the  fulphur  ointment, 
with  a fmall  addition  of  the  white  calx 
of  mercury.  And  this  laft;  prepara- 
'tion  may  very  fafely  be  made  ufe  of,  if 
the  patient  be  kept  within  doors,  and 
the  body  properly  open  j as  it  will  be 
necelTary  to  rub  in  only  a fmall  por- 
tion, once  or  twice  a day,  on  the  parts 
immediately  affedled.  But  if  the  dif- 

eafc 
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cafe  fhould  fpread,  or  has  already  ex- 
tended itfelf  over  a great  part  of  the 
head,  the  hair  muft  be  fhaved  off,  and 
the  head  waihed  twice  a day  with  a 
ftrong  decoilion  of  tobacco ; repeating 
this  procefs  till  the  fcabs  difappear, 
and  the  hair  grows  up  from  the  parts 
they  had  occupied.  Or,  inftead  of  the 
decoftion  of  tobacco,  the  head  may  be 
well  wafhed  with  the  foap  lotion,  with 
the  addition  of  a fmall  quantity  of  the 
pure  water  of  kali,  and  the  fcabs 
anointed  with  the  ointment  of  nitrated 
quickfilver,  in  the  place  of  thefulphur 
ointment  and  calx  of  mercury ; the 
former  being  a very  powerful,  as  well 
as  fafe  application,  and  may  be  ufed  in 
any  quantity  that  may  be  neceffary. 

But  the  complaint  is  fometimes  of 
long  {landing  before  medical  alliftance 
is  afked,  and  is  not  only  extended  over 
all  the  head,  but  the  fcabs  are  thick, 
and  rife  high  above  the  furface,  re- 
C 3 turning 
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turning  as  often  as  they  may  fall  off. 
I have,  however,  never  failed  to  cure 
the  common  fcald-head  by  a method 
not  fo  much  generally  unknown,  as 
too  feldom  complied  with  in  time,  on 
account  of  its  apparent  feverity.  It 
conlifts  only  in  well  wafhing  the  head, 
firfl;  clofe-fliaved,  with  a piece  of  flan- 
nel and  a ftrong  lather  of  foap-fuds, 
and  then  rubbing  in  very  forcibly  the 
common  tar-ointment  and  a good  quan- 
tity of  the  powder  of  white  hellebore, 
for  near  an  hour  at  a time,  always 
ufing  it  very  warm ; and  covering  the 
head  with  a bladder  to  preferve  the 
ointment  on  the  part,  as  well  as  to 
keep  it  from  fticking  to  the  cap,  or 
other  covering  made  ufe  of.  When 
this  has  been  done  three  or  four  times, 
not  only  the  fcabs,  but  the  hairs  will 
alfo  loofen,  which  muft  be  pulled  out, 
however  unpleafant  the  operation  may 
be,  as  it  wdll,  indeed,  prove  a kind- 

nefs 
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nefs  in  the  end  ; but  muft  be  repeated 
till  all  the  hairs  be  taken  out : after 
which  new  hair  will  rife  free  from 
fcabs,  which  is  a fufficient  indication 
that  the  diforder  is  effedtually  removed. 

There  is,  however,  a fpurious  kind 
of  fcald-head,  that  is  fometimes  more 
difficult  of  cure;  but  it  requires  no- 
thing but  patience  in  the  ufe  of  one  or 
more  of  the  above  remedies,  or  at 
moft,  an  alterative- plan  of  the  flower 
of  fulphur,  or  of  fome  mild  mercurial 
preparation,  with  the  common  decoc- 
tion of  the  woods,  or  the  Lilbon  diet- 
drink.  Or,  fhould  the  difficulty  con- 
fifl:  in  getting  out  the  hair  entirely,  or 
deftroying  the  difeafed  glands  at  its 
roots,  quick-lime  may  be  had  recourfc 
to,  in  one  form  or  other,  and  is  ex- 
ceedingly preferable  to  an  adheflve 
pitch-plaifter ; but  muft  be  ufedwith- 
caution.  In  a few  inftances,  the  milder 
mercurial  ointment  has  a wonderful 
C 4 efficacy. 
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efficacy.  This  remedy,  however,  as- 
well  as  the  quick-lime,  fhould  be  made 
ufe  of  only  under  the  diredtion  of  fome 
medical  man,  and  ought  then  to  be 
cautioufly  applied,  and  inftead  of  be- 
ing forcibly  rubbed  in,  like  other  oint- 
ments, fhould  be  only  fpread  lightly, 
and  very  thin  on  the  fcalp : the  body 
fhould  at  the  fame  time  be  carefully 
kept  open. — In  the  fpurious  fcald- 
head.,  particularly,  it  may  be  prudent 
to  open  an  iffue,  or  fix  a feton  in  the 
nape  of  the  neck. 

Scurfyness  of  the  Head. 

Some  infants  early  contradl  a feurfy- 
nefs  on  the  head,  which  increafes  as 
they  grow  up,  becoming  likewife  very 
thick,  and  itching  exceedingly.  It 
can  fcarcely  be  termed  a difeafe,  and  is 
only  worthy  of  mention  with  a view  to 
preventing  mifehief,  from  the  appli- 
cation 
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cation  of  improper  remedies ; or  its 
degenerating  into  a real  complaint, 
through  negled:.  Amongfl;  the  poor, 
indeed,  it  often  arifes  from  that  fource, 
and  can  be  removed  only  by  proper 
wafhing,  and  combing  the  head,  and 
otherwife  keeping  it  clean.  But  Ihould 
it  arife  fpontaneoufly,  as  it  fometimes 
does  about  the  time  of  teething,  I be- 
lieve that  very  little  need  to  be  done, 
nor  ought  to  be,  further  than  keeping 
the  head  clean,  and  often  combing,  or 
brulhing  it  cautioufly,  as  above  di- 
reded : at  moft,  the  fcabs  may  be 
touched,  every  now  and  then,  with  a 
little  cream  till  they  begin  to  loofen, 
or  with  a drop  or  two  of  arquebufade 
water  if  they  be  too  moift ; at  the  fame 
time,  carefully  avoiding  taking  cold 
on  the  part. 


The 
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The  Itch. 

TThis  diforder  fo  commonly  known 
and  eafy  of  treatment,  is  mentioned 
chiefly  for  the  fake  of  introducing  a 
caution  againfl  popular  waflies  and  gir- 
, dies  ; which  are  generally  either  ufelefs 
or  hazardous.  Such  are  often  had  re- 
courfe  to  in  order  to  avoid  the  unplea- 
fant  fmell  of  the  brimflone  ointment ; 
which,  however,  if  the  whole  body  be 
well  rubbed  with  it,  for  a week  or  ten 
days,  rarely  fails  curing  the  genuine 
itch.  There  is,  indeed,  a fpurious 
kind,  (as  of  the  fcald-head)  which  is 
far  lefs,  or  often  nowife  Contagious, 
but  is  more  difficult  of  cure  than  the 
genuine.  Should  the  brimflone  oint- 
ment, therefore,  fail,  fulphur  fliould 
be  adminiflered  inwardly,  and  fome- 
times  mercurials  ; which  may  likewifc 
be  added  to  the  ointment,  and  in  a few 

weeks. 
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weeks,  at  mofl,  will  not  fail  of  re- 
moving the  complaint.  It  is  common 
to  adminifter  at  the  fame  time  fome  al- 
terative diet-drink. 


Shingles,  and  Ringworm. 

T'he  Shingles  and  Ringworm  have 
little  diftincflion  but  in  their  figure ; 
the  latter  taking  a round  and  ring-like 
form  ; I lhall,  therefore,  treat  of  them' 
as  one. 

The  Shingles,  like  the  foregoing 
complaints,  is  a difeafe  of  the  fkin,  in- 
fefting  fome  children  almoft  annually, 
and  appearing  in  dry  fcurfy  blotches, 
on  different  parts  of  the  body.  It  be- 
comes troublcfome  chiefly  from  the 
violent  itching  that  conftantly  attends 
it,  and  would  probably  get  well  of  it- 
felf ; it  evenfometimes  has  the  appear- 
ance of  being  critical,  or  is,  perhaps, 
rather  an  indication  of  fome  favour- 
able 
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able  change  in  valetudinarians,  efpe- 
eially  in  adults,  who  are  fometimes 
found  getting  the  better  of  chronical 
complaints  at  the  time  the  iliingles 
makes  its  appearance.  It  is,  however, 
often  a blemilh ; as  it  frequently  at- 
tacks the  hands  and  face,  and  efpe- 
cially  the  forehead.  It  is  amongft  the 
vulgar  errors,  I believe,  that  when  it 
appears  on  the  breaft  or  loins,  if  it 
fliould  extend  round  the  whole  body, 
it  would  prove  fatal.  This  form  of  the 
difeafe  is  termed  the  herpetic  belt. 

The  fhingles,  or  ringworm  is  cer- 
tainly very  ealily  cured,  the  eruption 
yielding  very  readily  to  ftimulatingand 
aftringent  remedies.  Ink  therefore, 
(as  it  contains  an  infufion  of  galls)  has 
been  a common,  though  inelegant  ap- 
plication, and  may  ferve  very  well 
where  better  forms  are  not  at  hand  : it 
is  fometimes  made  into  a pafte  with 
flower  of  muftard.  Spirit  of  wine; 

lotions 
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lotions  of  diluted  extradl  of  lead,  with 
the  addition  of  vinegar,  or  white  vi- 
triol j and  ointments  containing  lead, 
anfwer  very  well ; or  a liniment  of  cal- 
cined zink  and  lard:  but  the  ointment 
of  nitrated  quicklilver  is  preferable  to 
moft  others.  The  ufe  of  a flefh-brulh 
is  a good  preventive  in  habits  accuf- 
tomed  to  the  complaint. — It  can  be 
only  in  unhealthy  children  that  there 
can  be  any  fear  in  regard  to  external 
applications,  or  need  of  internal  re- 
medies. 

Should  the  fliingles  fpread  and  be- 
come fore,  it  lliould  be  treated  as  di- 
jected  below. 


*The  Ulcerating-Shingles. 

T* HIS  is  a malignant  fpecies  of  the 
above  complaint,  but  is  generally  local. 
It  is  mentioned  only  as  having  relation 
to  the  former,  being  rather  a fore  than 
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an  eruption,  and  not  very  common  in 
children. 

Suppurative  applications  may  be 
made  ufe  of  in  the  early  ftage  of  the 
complaint,  fuch  as  ointments  of  mini- 
um, foap,  and  Venice  turpentine,  or 
a fuppurative  poultice*,  in  order  to 
liberate  the  difeafed  glands  on  the 
furface,  and  abforb  the  acrid  difcharge. 
After  this,  the  parts  fhould  be  walhed 
with  faponaceous  lotions,  and  laftly, 
with  ftrong  folutions  of  vitriol.  Should 
thefe  fail,  the  ointment  of  nitrated 
quicklilver  will  be  proper  ; and  as  the 
laft  remedy,  cauftic  applications,  of 
which,  butter  of  antimony  is  the  beft, 
with  which  the  little  ulcers  may  be 
touched  lightly  from  time  to  time, 
under  the  eye  of  fome  medical  perfon. 


^ A very  good  poultice  of  this  kind  may  be 
made  of  figs,  onions,  and  white  lily  roots,  boiled 
in  w'ater  to  a foft  pulp,  witli,  or  without  the  addi- 
tion of  a little  bread  and  milk. 
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The  patient  may  likewife  take  a decoc- 
tion of  burdock-roots,  or  farfaparilla. 

0/ Warts  and  Corns. 

TThose  warts  which  appear  upon  the 
fingers,  hands  and  necks  of  children, 
may  be  confidered  as  a fmall  incon- 
venience, or  a trifling  deformity,  ra- 
ther than  as  a difeafe.  They  are  feldom 
painful,  except  they  have  been  impro- 
perly irritated  j and  have  no  tendency 
to  proceed  to  any  unfavourable  ter- 
mination. 

The  hard,  and  almoft  infenfible  wart, 
with  a broad  bafe,  and  having  a cover- 
ing of  (kin,  is  the  mofl;  common  fpecies. 
This  little  excrefcence  feldom  rifes 
high  above  the  level  of  the  furrounding 
fkin,  on  the  back  of  the  hand ; and  is 
often  remarkably  flat  and  low  when  it 
fpreads  on  the  inner  part  of  the  hands 
or  fingers  ; and  being  a fpurious  pro- 

dudlion. 
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dudlion,  feldom  polTefTes  a portion  of 
vital  energy  fufficient  to  prolong  its 
duration  beyond  a few  years.  Hence, 
we  commonly  obferve,  that  thofe  warts 
which  have  appeared  in  infancy,  difap- 
pear  imperceptibly  after  the  age  of  pu- 
berty, without  the  aid  of  external  appli- 
cations. 

The  various  methods  that  have  been 
recommended  of  deftroying  warts  may 
be  reduced  to  two ; viz.  fuch  as  inter- 
rupt the  crrculationof  the  blood  through 
the  fubftance  of  the  wart;  and  thofe 
which  deftroy,  or  otherwife  confumc 
■its  ftrudlure. 

Ligatures,  therefore,  made  of  horfe- 
•hair,  frlk,  or  waxed-thread,  anfwer 
the  firft  of  thefe  intentions;  and  when- 
ever they  can  be  applied,  are  the  leaft 
dangerous,  and  effcd:ual  mode  of  de- 
Itroying  the  wart.  For  it  is  a certain 
fadt,  that  warts  deftroyed  by  ligature 
return  lefs  frequently,  than  when  de- 
ll royed  by.  any  other  means. 


The 
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The  knife,  or  cauftic  applications, 
and  the  a6lual  cautery  (or  hot  iron)  is 
the  fecond  method,  and  is  more,  or 
lefs  fuitable  according  to  circumftances. 

When  the  furface  of  a wart  is  de- 
ftroyed  by  cauftic,  the  hard  cruft  muft 
be  fcraped  off  the  next  day,  and  the 
medicament  be  re-applied  j and  this 
procefs  muft  be  repeated  daily  until 
the  excrefcence  be  deftroyed  down  to 
its  root. 

When  a wart  is  fituatcd  on  joint, 
or  on  one  of  the  lips,  or  the  eye-lid, 
it  will  not  be  prudent  to  ufe  cauftic 
applications. 

Excision  feems  to  be  the  leaft  pro- 
per remedy,  becaufe  the  excrefcence 
is  fo  very  liable  to  fprout  again  when 
it  has  been  cut  through  ; and  is  only 
advifable  when  it  is  propofed  to  em- 
ploy cauftic  applications  to  the  wound- 
ed part. 

VOL.  II.  D Corns 
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Corns  appear  always  on  the  feet, 
ufually  the  upper  part  of  the  toes  and 
on  the  joints,  or  under  the  nails,  and 
are  painful,  efpecially  if  prcffed  much 
by  tight  Ihoes,  or  other  covering  of 
the  feet.  They  differ  in  other  refpe(fts 
from  the  wart,  the  corn  having  the 
appearance  of  an  inverted  wart,  the 
furface  of  the  former  being  not  unlike 
the  inferior  part  of  the  latter. 

The  corn  feems  to  be  little  more 
than  hardened  fkin,  and  to  be  owing 
merely  to  compreffion  : it  is  therefore 
rather  a morbid  change  of  that  part, 
than  an  organized  excrefcence,  and  on 
that  account  does  not  endure  the  rough 
treatment  of  the  wart.  It  may,  how- 
ever, be  fafely  pared  down  from  time 
to  time,  but  not  to  that  degree  as  to 
be  made  to  bleed,  or  be  rendered  fore. 
The  common  wafer  made  ufe  of  for 
fealing  letters,  moiftened  and  applied 

to 
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to  the  corn,  is  both  a harmlefs  cover- 
ing and  defence,  and  has  fometimes 
appeared  to  loofen  this  excrefcence, 
and  occafion  it  to  be  thrown  off. 

Steatomatous  Tum"ours,  or  the 
Suet-like  Wart. 

Beside  the  common  wart,  there  is  a 
different  kind,  of  excrefcence,  which, 
though  when  appearing  about  the  neck 
and  face,  commonly  paffes  for  a wart, 
is  in  reality  a fuppuration  of  the  little 
febaceous,  or  fuet-like  glands,  and 
appears  chiefly  about  the  face,,  neck 
and  head,  where  this  kind  often  grows 
in  great  numbers,  efpecially  in  teeth- 
ing children,  and  will  fall  off,  and 
appear  again  frequently  during  that 
period.  They  difchargea  fuet,  orcheefe- 
like  matter ; after  which  they  heal  up, 
and  return  again,  like  the  flythe,  or 
ffye  on  the  cye-lids. 


20  Inflammation  Eyes. 

As  a preventive,  the  adjacent  parts 
may  be  well  rubbed  two  or  three  times 
a day ; but  when  the  tumours  are  be- 
come of  a certain  fize,  they  (hould  be 
inclofed  in  a ligature,  before  they 
break,  or  be  touched  with  the  cauftic 
called  nitrated  filver  immediately  af- 
terwards. 

Inflammation  of  l be  Eyes. 

T* HE  eyes  of  new-born  infants  are  very 
apt  to  be  inflamed  during  the  firfl:  three 
or  four  days  after  birth,  efpecially  in 
the  winter  feafon.  If  it  be  owing  to 
taking  cold,  it  is  probable  it  has  been 
either  immediately  after  the  child  was 
born,  before  it  has  been  given  away  to 
the  nurfe,  or  very  foon  afterwards; 
and  on  this  account,  a flannel  cap  be- 
comes a very  neceffary  part  of  its  cover- 
ing previoufly  to  its  being  formally 
drefiTed. 


This 
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This  kind  of  inflammation,  however, 
is  ufiially  of  very  little  confequence, 
and  generally  difappears  of  itfelf,,  upon 
merely  keeping  the  head  warm,  or  by 
walking  the  eyes  with  a little  rofe- 
water.  Should  the  inflammation  con- 
tinue many  days,  or  perhaps  feem  to 
increafe,  three  or  four  drops  of  the 
water  of  acetated  litharge,  and  a grain 
or  two  of  white  vitriol  may  be  added 
to  two  ounces  of  the  rofe- wafer;  and 
the  infant  take  a little  manna,  or  rhu- 
barb arid  magnelia,  if  the  bowels' Ihoiild 
not  be  fufhciently  open.  But  there  is 
an  inflammation  to  which  infants  are 
liable,  that  fomeLinries  continues  a long 
while,  and  therefore  calls  for  further 
attention.  I do  not  allude  to  that  rcd- 
nefs  on  the  eye,  known  by  the  namie 
of  blood-lhot,  which  will  often  remain 
a long  time,  return,  and  difappear 
again,  without  the  leafl:  injury  to  the 
child;  nor  to  the  watery  eye,  which 

D 3 will 
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will  fometimes  continue  for  many 
months,  and  even  for  years ; of  which 
notice  will  be  taken  afterwards.  But 
the  affedtion  intended  here  is  accom- 
panied with  the  true  appearances  of 
ophthalmy,  or  inflammation  of  the 
white  of  the  eye,  attended  with  a dif- 
charge  as  in  the  ophthalmy  of  adults : 
it  will  fometimes  get  a little  better  by 
common  means,  but  feldom  remains 
fo  for  many  days  together,  and  ge- 
nerally increafes  at  the  end  of  the 
month. — It  often  feems  connedted  with 
the  ftate  of  the  bowels,  and  the  com- 
ing on  of  a purging  will  then  fre- 
quently carry  it  oif. 

I HAVE  nothing  out  of  the  common 
way  to  recommend  for  it*;  nor  does  it 
require  much  to  be  done,  unlefs  it  prove 
.tedious,  as  it  has  been  faid  it  fometimes 


* For  a more  full  account  of  the  treatment  of 
ejihthalniys , fee  Surgical  Trails,  3“*  Edition, 
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does,  in  which  cafe  the  parts  behind 
the  ears  fhould  be  made  fore,  in  the 
way  I have  before  defcribed,  and  be 
kept  fo  for  fome  time.  Previous  to 
this,  it  is  often  necelfary  to  apply  a 
blifter  to  the  neck,  and  a leech  to  one 
or  both  temples  ^ to  keep  the  body 
open,  and  make  ufe  of  the  cooling 
eye-water  before  recommended.  If  the 
child  be  inclined  to  a frequent  return 
of  it  for  years,  as  even  very  healthy 
children  are,  it  will  fometimes  dege- 
nerate into  what  is  termed  the  watery^ 
eye;  an  excellent  remedy  for  which  is 
a grain  of  white  vitriol,  mixed  with 
fuch  a fmall  portion  of  frefh  butter  as 
will  form  it  into  a liniment,  which 
Ihould  be  put  into  the  inner  angle  of 
the  eye  every  night,  at  going  to  bed. 
In  fome  of  thefe  cafes,  however,  the 
ointment  of  nitrated  quickfilver  has 
proved  a more  fpeedy  remedy,  and  is 
D 4 a lefs 
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a lefs  painful  application ; but  fhould 
be  continued  for  fome  weeks. 

There  is,  however,  a cafe  of  watery- 
eye  attending  older  children,  in  which- 
the  difcharge  is  very  hot  and  acrid,  and: 
the  eye  at  the  fame  time  inflamed. 
Thefe  affedfions  difappear,  and  recur 
again  fuddenly,  without  children  hav- 
ing fenflbly , taken  cold,  or  any  other 
manifeft  caufe;  and  will  continue  fo^ 
doing  for  a great  length  of  time.  It  is 
not  a common  complaint,  and  as  far 
as  I have  noticed  it,  has  attended  only 
fuch  children  as  have  other  marks  of 
humour,  fo  called,  or  fome  diforder 
of;the  Ikin. 

The  complaint  has  proved  very  ob- 
ftinate,  both  in  regard  to  the  inflam- 
mation, and  watery  difcharge,  though 
all  the  common  means  of  cure  have 
been  fucceflively  attempted,  until  the 
head  has' been  fliaved,  and  an  oil’d-filk 
....  • cap 
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cap  applied  over  the  whole  fcalp.  This 
never  fails  to  procure  a great  difeharge 
from  the  head,  and  I have  known  it 
remove  the  complaint  in  two  or  three 
days,  after  a long  life  of  other  remedies. 

But  there  is  a far  more  formidable 
inflammation,  which  has  of  late  years 
been  called  the  purulent  fore-eye,,  dif- 
tinguifhed  from- every  other  by  the  vaft 
quantity  of  thick  matter  difeharged, 
and  great  fwelting  of  the  lids. 

This  is  fo  dangerous  an  inflammation 
as  to  require  the  befl:  advice  on  its  very 
firfl;  appearance.  It  now  and  then  ap- 
pears at  the  birth,  but  more  commonly 
feizes  an  infant  a few  days  afterwards, 
without  any  previous  complaint ; and 
when  negledled,  fometimes  not  only 
deftroys  the  fight,  but  dilTolves-the  eye 
itfelf,  in  lefs  than  a week’s  time.  I 
have  likewife  feen  it  exceedingly  vio- 
lent in  children  of  four  or  five  years 

old. 
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old,  but  rarely  without  fome  blow,  or 
other  accident. 

In  this  difeafe,  every  thing  that  may 
remove  inflammation,  and  unload  the 
veflTels  of  the  part,  fliould  be  imme- 
diately had  recourfe  to.  The  body 
Ihould,  therefore,  always  be  kept  open, 
and  leeches  be  applied  to  the  temples, 
efpeciaily  in  children  of  four  or  five 
years  of  age.  In  bad  cafes,  at  this  pe- 
riod, fcarifications  alfo  of  the  inner- 
coat  of  the  eye-lids,  (which  generally 
falls  out  upon  their  being  opened;) 
blifters  to  the  back,  nape  of  the  neck, 
and  behind  the  ears,  are  often  eflen- 
tially  neceffary.  It  fliould  ever  be  re- 
membered, that  in  advanced  child- 
hood, th€  taking  away  of  blood  at  the 
beginning  is  often  not  to  be  difpenfed 
with,  nor  to  be  fparingly  done.  The 
application  of  one  leech  to  the  temple, 
or  neck  will  have  no  good  effed,  though 

often 
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often  repeated  : two,  three,  or  more, 
according  to  the  ftrength  of  the  child, 
fliould  be  put  on  at  a time,  and  a blif- 
ter  to  the  back  foon  afterwards ; which 
will  often  do  more  to  conquer  the  in- 
flammation, than  moft  other  means  put 
together,  if  had  recourfe  to  in  time. 

Even  in  new-born  infants,  it  is  ex- 
pedient, in  many  cafes,  both  to  take 
away  blood,  and  to  keep  up  a conilant 
difcharge  from  behind  the  ears,  which 
may  be  done  by  applying,  every  three 
or  four  days,  a narrow  flip  of  bliftering 
plaifter  to  thefe  parts,  and  afterwards 
drefling  them  with  the  fpermaceti  ce- 
rate, or  other  mild  ointment.  The 
edges  of  the  eye-lids  fhould  be  kept 
Gonftantly  greafed  throughout  the  day, 
efpecially  in  new-born  infants,  that  the 
thick  matter  may  find  an  eafy  efcape. 
At  night,  the  cerate  of  acetated  li- 
tharge may  be  fpread  on  foft  .linen, 
and  applied  to  the  eye,  and  over  it  a 

very 
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very  foft  cold  poultice  made  with  the 
compound  water  of  acetated  litharge^ 
laid  on  as  lightly  as  poflible ; that  by 
its  conftant  moifture,  the  eye-lids  majr 
always  be  kept  fupple.  But  if  the  dif- 
' charge  fhould  feem  to  be  confined,  or 
the  eye  affedted  by  the  weight  of  the 
poultice,  this  application  fhould  be 
changed  for  foft  linen  rags,  w'hich 
fliould  be  frequently  wetted  with  cold 
brandy  and  water,  or  fome  yet  more 
aftringent  lotion. 

Throughout  the  complaint,  aftrin- 
gent and  fiimulating  applications  are 
to  be  made  Life  of,  unlefs  the  complaint 
be  very  flight,  or  fenfibly  gives  way ; 
being  not  only  far  preferable  to  other 
means,  but  fo  necelfary,  that  fhould 
emollient  poultices,  and  merely  cool- 
ing eye-waters  be  depended  upon,  the 
event  were  likely  to  be  fatal.  What 
may  be  the  very  belt  remedy,  in  the' 
worft  cafes,  it  may  not  be  very  eafy  to 

determine. 
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determine,  having  for  a long  time  fuc- 
ceeded,  and  in  reafonable  time,  by 
different  means.  But  having  of  late 
years  had  frequent,  and  fuccefsful  re- 
courfe  to  the  camphorated  water  of 
Bates's  difpenfatory,  I am  inclined  to 
give  it  a general  preference  to  other 
remedies.  One  dram,  or  a tea-fpoon- 
ful,  of  this,  to  two  ounces  of  pump 
water,  will  be  a fufficient  flrength  to 
begin  with.  A few  drops  fhould  be 
inftilled  into  the  eyes,  feveral  times  in 
the  day,  as  well  as  the  lids  be  fre- 
quently wafhed  with  it.  It  will  fome- 
times  be  necelfary  to  injedl  it  into  the 
eyes  with  a fyringe,  the  lids  being  fo 
much  fwelled,  as  not  to  admit  of  its 
entrance  by  other  means. 

The  external  remedies  alluded  to,  in 
the  place  of  the  camphorated  water, 
are  the  tindlure  of  opium,  and  oint- 
ment of  nitrated  quickfilver,  which 
may  be  applied  every  night  at  going  to 

refl. ; 
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reft;  the  former  being  dropped  into 
the  eye  after  the  lids  have  been  touched 
with  the  ointment*.  It  is  fometimes 
proper  to  lower  and  foften  the  oint- 
ment with  a little  frelh  butter. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  where  this 
inflammation  has  not  been  properly 
treated  from  the  beginning,  the  eye  is 
fometimes  exceedingly  injured  by  it, 
fo  that  even  the  eye  will  burft.  Ac 
other  times,  the  coats  become  much 
thickened,  and  the  pupil  more  or  lefs 
opake  by  means  of  one  or  more  fpecks 
which  the  inflammation  has  occafioncd. 
It  fhould  be  remarked  however,  that 


* This  tinfture  and  ointment  are  ufually  a very 
fpeedy  remedy  for  the  fore-eye  induced  by  the 
fmall-pox,  and  mealies ; a complaint  under  almoft 
every  otlier  mode  of  treatment  very  tedious  of  cure. 
This  ointment  is,  in  every  cafe,  to  be  applied  very 
fparingly,  by  means  of  a fmall  camel-hair  pencil ; 
and  in  moft  cafes  only  on  the  inner  part  of  the  un- 
der eye-lid,  or  to  the  larger  angle  of  the  lids,  (as 
it  is  called)  towards  the  nofe. 


we 
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we  fometimes  meet  with  an  agreeable 
furprize  at  the  decline  of  this  formid- 
able complaint,  and  find  the  eye  much 
lefs  injured  than  had  been  fufpedied  at 
the  time  we  were  firft  able  to  get  a 
fight  of  it.  And  at  others,  even  where 
the  coats  of  the  eye  have  burft,  the 
aqueous  humour  (fo  called)  has  been 
reftored,  and  being  afterwards  retained, 
by  the  healing  of  the  coats,  the  patient 
has  recovered  his  fight.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  latter  have  fometimes  been 
fo  greatly  injured,  or  the  pupil  con- 
tradled,  that  though  the  eye  has  not 
been  funk,  the  fight  could  not  be  fe- 
fiored  by  any  means.  In  other  in- 
ftances,  a long  and  cautious  ufe  of  pro- 
per efcarotics,  or  llight  cauftics,  and 
paring  off  the  thickened  coats,  have 
afforded  a certain  degree  of  vifion ; but 
the  attempt  requires  a Mafter’s  hand. 


Soreness 
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Soreness  of  the  Eye-Lids, 

*T his  complaint  is  fo  much  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  former,  but  with  more  fen- 
fible  affedtion  of  the  lids,  and  lefs  of 
the  eye  itfelf,  that  I need  only  to  re- 
commend for  it,  the  ufe  of  the  like 
applications."  In  particular,  flight  fca- 
rifications  of  the  lids,  in  fome  inftances, 
and  the  application  of  the  ointment  of 
nitrated  quickfllver,  and  immediately 
afterwards  inftilling.a  few  drops  of  lau- 
danum into  the  eye,  will  ufually  very 
foon  have  a good  elFedl ; but  the  cure 
is  often  a work  of  time. 


Venereal  Sore-Eye. 

In  fome  permanent  inflammations,  1 
have  been  inclined  to  the  opinion  of 

the 
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the  late  Dr.  Hunter  and  others,  who 
after  having  tried  a variety  of  means, 
and  aflifted  in  confultation  with  dif- 
ferent phylicians,  have  been  induced 
to  think,  that  many  of  the  very  ftub- 
born  inflammations  originate  from  a 
venereal  taint,  and  can  only  be  fuccefs- 
fully  treated  by  its  fpecific  remedy,  in 

one  form  or  other. Every  pradi- 

tioner  will  be  very  careful  how  he  takes 
up  fuch  an  opinion  in  particular  in- 
ftances*!  however,  it  is  right  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  if  none  of  the  means  above 
recommended  fliould  produce  a favour- 
able change  in  eight  or  ten  weeks,  I 

* The  French  phyficians  feem  too  much  incliiied 
to  regard  the  purulent  ophthaliny  in  tliis  view,  be- 
ing a very  common  fymptom,  amongll  others  truly 
venereal,  in  many  infants  in  the  Hotel-Dieu,  I’Hof- 
pice  de  Salpetriere,  Faugirard,  and  des  Enfans  trouves ; 
but  when  this  fpecies  of  fore-eye  appears  alone, 
the  cafe  fliould  not  be  haftily  concluded  to  be  vene- 
real, however  violent  the  inflammatipn  may  be. 

VOL.  II.  E believe 
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believe  nothing  but  mercury  will  have 
any  lading  eftedt. 

Though  it  is  not  my  defign  to  treat 
on  this  difeafe,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
obferve,  that  whenever  a venereal  taint 
actually  exifts,  it  is  more  fafely  treated 
by  undtion  than  in  any  other  way ; and 
infants  would  probably  be  cured  much 
oftener  than  they  are,  if  recourfe  were 
had  to  it  in  better  time  than  it  com- 
monly is.  If  internal  remedies,  how- 
ever, are  for  any  reafon  preferred,  I 
have  found  none  fo  efficacious,  conve- 
nient, and  fafe,  as  the  late  Mr.  Ward’s 
white  drop. 

There  is  likewife  an  inflammation 
of  the  eyes  in  children,  arifing  feem- 
ingly  from  a foul  ffate  of  the  firff-paf- 
fages  ; and  then  no  applications  to  the 
eyes  will  remove  it,  without  recourfe 
to  adfive  purges.  Two  or  three  grains 
of  calomel  Ihould,  therefore,  be  given 
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.It  night,  and  jalap,  or  fenna-tea  the 
next  morning,  and  thefe  Ihould  be  re- 
peated three  or  four  times  in  quick 
fucceffion,  as  the  child  may  bear  it. 

A LIKE  inflammation  may  alfo  take 
place  during  difficult  teething.  In 
rhis  cafe,  the  gums  muff;  be  lanced, 
and  the  operation  repeated,  as  may  be 
found  neceffary. 

Speck  on  the  Eye. 

'This  is  often  a confequence  of  long 
continued  inflammation,  and  is  men- 
tioned by  writers  as  very  difficult  of 
cure  when  of  long  ftanding.  I fhall 
only  obferve,  that  in  a very  great  num- 
ber of  cafes,  a drop  or  two  of  the  wa- 
ter of  amm.oniated  copper  inftilled  into 
the  eye,  two  or  three  times  a day,  has 
removed  fuch  fpecks,  in  the  courfe  of 
a few  months,  and  fometimes  much 
fooner,  without  any  other  means.  Should 
E 2 this 


36  Cataract  and  Gutta  Serena. 

this  fail  however,  trial  may  be  made  of 
a folution  of  the  muriated  quicklilver ; 
one  grain  being  put  into  four  ounces 
of  water,  and  the  ointment  of  nitrated 
quicklilver  be  applied  in  the  manner 
before  recommended,  and  like  the 
other  remedies  be  continued  as  the  dif- 
polition  to  inflammation  may  admit. 


Cataract  and  Gutta  Serena. 

A^lthough  thefe  diforders  are  not 
very  common  in  young  children,  they 
do,  neverthelefs,  fometimes  occur;  and 
infants  have  even  been  born  with  a ca- 
taradl  in  one  or  both  eyes,  or  totally 
deprived  of  light  by  the  gutta  ferena. 
I lhall  therefore  fpeak  of  the  two  dif- 
eafes  together,  and  the  rather  becaufe 
fome  of  the  remedies  are  here  accom- 
modated to  both. 

In  the  former  of  thefe,  the  pupil  of 
the  eye  (or  light,  as  it  is  called)  ap- 
pears 
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pears  white,  or  pearl-coloured,  inftead 
of  black  ; but  in  the  latter,  has  no  un- 
natural appearance,  except  that  it  is 
larger  than  common,  is  attended  with 
a certain  unmeaning  ftare,  and  does 
not  dilate,  nor  contract  itfelf  when 
expofed  to  different  degrees  of  light. 

It  would,  indeed,  ill  become  a man 
of  the  Icaft  characfler  and  experience  to 
affed:  to  have  much  to  offer  in  a way 
of  remedy  for  thefe  dreadful  com- 
plaints ; the  oldeft  and  belt  pradition- 
ers  never  having  pretended  to  be  very 
often,  or  by  any  means  uniformly  fuc- 
cefsful  in  the  treatment  of  them.  From 
what  I have  known,  however,  they  are 
not  to  be  dcfpaired  of,  and  I fhould 
think  it  unpardonable  not  to  hold  out 
every  occafion  of  good,  or  of  comfort 
in  my  power,  however  little  it  may  be, 
in  cafes  wherein  art  has  fo  generally 
failed. 

E3 
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Where  a difpofition  to  cataradl  and 
gutta  ferena  have  been  fufpecfled,  I 
have  known  very  conliderable  benefit 
obtained,  and  even  the  fight  fully  re- 
ftored  by  an  alterative  plan  of  calomel 
and  hemlock ; or  by  the  long  conti- 
nued ufe  of  an  aromatic  vapor  with 
the  compound  fpirit  of  ammonia*, 
conveyed  to  the  eyes  by  means  of  a 
tube  properly  adapted ; and  brufhing 
the  'eyes  and  the  adjacent  parts,  feve- 
ral  times  a day,  with  foft  and  fmooth 
brufhes,  which  are  properly  conftrudbed 
by  Mejprs.  Ayliffe  and  Gee^  m Wardour- 
Jireet. 

Somewhat  agreeable  to  this  idea  is 
the  plan  fince  recommended  by  Mr. 
Ware  in  his  late  treatife  on  certain 
diforders  of  the  eye ; and  like  many 

* Half  an  ounce  of  the  fpirit  with  two  ounces  of 
water,  fliould  be  kept  boiling  over  a lamp,  and  be 
made  ufe  of  two  or  tliree  times  a day. 


other 
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other  important  difcoveries,  was  the 
effedl  of  accident.  Upon  this  he  hap- 
pily improved,  having  fucceeded  in 
feveral  inftances  of  incipient  catarad; 
when  the  confequence  of  external  in- 
juries, by  exciting  a tranfient  inflam- 
mation. The  application  he  has  em- 
ployed to  this  end  has  been  ether,  ei- 
ther alone,  or  diluted  with  a third  or 
fourth  part  of  a weak  folution  of  muri- 
ated  quickfilver,  and  fometimes  mixed 
with  oil  of  amber,  w'hich  has  in  fome 
cafes  been  foon  attended  with  a fenfl- 
bly  good  effed:,  though  in  others  not 
till  it  has  been  repeated  for  feveral 
weeks.  The  fuccefs  attending  thefe 
cafes,  Mr.  Ware  adds,  encourages  him 
to  hope  for  the  like  where  the  cata- 
rad:  is  either  foft,  or  fluid ; in  which 
ftate  it  ufually  is  when  the  diforder  is 
difeovered  in  infants,  either  at  the 
lime  of  their  birth,  or  fhortly  after- 
wards.— The  life  of  fuch  remedies, 
E 4 however. 
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however,  fhould  always  be  under  the 
diredion  of  a furgeon. 

In  the  gutta  ferena,  elecflricity  has 
fucceeded  in  feveral  cafes ; and  in  one 
inftance,  a lady  whilft  under  fuch  a 
courfe,  fuddenly  recovered  the  perfedl 
ufc  of  her  eyes,  through  a blow  fhe  ac- 
cidentally received  on  the  face,  which 
produced  a copious  bleeding  from  the 
nofe.  In  imitation  of  this,  the  like 
difeharge  has  been  lately  artificially 
procured  by  wounding  the  internal 
veflels  of  the  noftrils ; but  without  ap- 
parent good  efteefi:.  Mr.  Ware  in  the 
above  mentioned  treatife  confirms  this 
favourable  opinion  of  eledlricity,  and 
adduces  four  inftances  of  gutta  ferena 
cured  by  it,  and  as  many  by  a medi- 
cated fnuff  compofed  of  ten  grains  of 
vitriolated  quickfilver  with  about  a 
dram  of  the  compound  powder  of 
afarabacca,  or  in  place  of  that,  the 
liquorice-root  or  fugar : but  thefe  re- 
medies. 
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mcdiesj  alfo,  fhould  be  ventured  upon 
only  under  the  eye  of  the  furgeon. 
To  thefe  brief  obfervations  I have  only 
to  add,  that  I have  lately  feen  a gen- 
tleman of  near  fixty  years  of  age,  for 
whom  I had  been  confulted  about  three 

1 

years  before,  who  fome  time  after  hav- 
ing been  let  blood  in  the  above  men- 
tioned way,  and  made  trial  ot  eledlri- 
city  without  any  apparent  advantage, 
has  recovered  from  a gutta  ferena  of 
near  two  years  Handing,  under  the  ufe 
only  of  a common  eye-water;  which 
as  I cannot  conceive  to  have  had  any 
fhare  in  the  cure,  confpires  with  a few 
Hmilar  inftances  to  hold  out  ground  of 
encouragement  to  other  fulFerers,  fuffi- 
cient  to  prevent  defpair,  under  this 
melancholy  diforder. 

I SAY  nothing  in  relation  to  the  cure 
of  the  cataradt  by  a furgical  operation, 
either  by  extraction  or  deprellion,  ex- 
cept it  be,  that  neither  of  them  is  ad- 

vifcable 
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vifeable  for  infants  unfortunately  born 
with  the  difeafe,  till  they  have  attained 
■to  five  or  fix  years  of  age. 

I 

Amaurosis. 

In  the  Amaurofis  there  is  likewife  no 
change  in  the  external  appearance  of 
the  eye,  though  the  fight  is  much  ob- 
feured,  attended  with  the  appearance 
of  flies,  or  duft  palling  before  the  eye. 
This  complaint  has  lately  been  fuc- 
cefsfully  treated  by  the  external  ufe  of 
the  capficum.  To  this  end,  one  grain 
of  Cayenne  pepper  is  to  be  infufed  in 
cold  water,  of  which  a few  drops  are 
•to  be  inflilled  into  the  eyes,  three 
times  a day.  But  this  remedy  likewife 
fliould  be  under  the  dirediion  of  fome 
medical  man. 
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*The  Stithe,  or  Stye. 

*The  ftithe  is  a fmall  inflamed  tu- 
mour on  the  edge  of  the  eye-lids,  more 
commonly  on  the  fide  towards  the 
nofe ; but  there  are  fometimes  two  or 
more  at  a time.  It  rifes  fuddenly,  as 
if  from  a cold,  or  blail,  and  in  the  end 
fuppurates,  or  forms  matter,  of  a thick, 
or  cheefy  conliftence.;  often,  indeed, 
not  for  feveral  weeks,  or  even  months, 
but  fometimes  much  fooner.  It  is  oc- 
•cafloned  by  an  obftrucfliion  in  the  glands 
of  the  eye-lids-;  and  the  matter  being 
inclofed  in  a hard  cyft,  or  bag,  the  in- 
flammation often  returns  in  the  fame 
fpot,  till  the  cyfl;  being  deftroyed  by 
.repeated  fuppurations,  >the  cavity  is  af- 
terwards filled  up,  and  the  complaint 
difappears. 

All  that  is  necelfary  to  prevent  the 
•returns  of  this  temporary  blemilli, 
which  greatly  weaken  the  eye,  is  to 

imitate 
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imitate  this  procefs  of  nature.  To  this 
end,  the  Jittle  abfcefs  fhould  be  lightly- 
touched,  as  foon  as  it  breaks,  with  the 
cauftic  called  nitrated  filver,  cut  to  a 
point,  (carefully  avoiding  doing  in- 
jury to  the  eye)  which  by  deflroying 
the  cyfl:,  at  once  removes  the  com- 
plaint. 

When  thefe  ftithes  are  fmall,  or  hang 
by  a very  narrow  bafe,  they  may  be 
fafely  cut  off,  or  tied  very  tight  with  a 
bit  of  filk,  and  when  feparated  touched 
with  the  cauftic  before  mentioned. 

Deafness. 

Children  are  frequently  rendered 
deaf,  in  different  degrees,  of  one  or 
both  ears,  by  very  flight  colds,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  a few  days  the  hear- 
ing returns,  without  recourfe  to  any 
means.  It  is,  however,  fometimes 
otherwife,  and  it  becomes  neccfl'ary  to 
give  a little  purging  phyfic  j to  keep 

the 
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the  ears  warm ; and  to  confine  the 
child  to  the  houfe : and  where  this 
does  not  fucceed,  the  complaint  is  not 
a little  difficult  to  cure.  Should  it 
arife  from  hardened  wax,  it  will  be 
proper  to  fyringe  the  ears  with  warm 
water,  to  which  ffiould  be  added  a tea- 
fpoonfull  of  lavender,  or  honey- water ; 
and  a few  drops  of  warmed  oil  of  almonds 
may  be  inftilled  into  the  ears  at  going 
to  bed.  If  thefe  little  means  fail,  warmer 
remedies  ffiould  be  made  ufe  of,  fuch 
as  the  following,  which  I have  found 
very  frequently  fuccefsful. 

Take  of  Oil  of  Almonds,  half  an 
ounce, 

of  Re6tified  Oil  of  Amber, 
twenty  drops, 

of  Camphorated-fpirit,  half  a 
dram,  • 

of  Tindture  of  Caftor,  one 
dram;  mix  thefe  together,  and  inftill 

four 
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four  or  fix  drops,  previoufly  made 
warm,  into  the  ear  affed:ed,  night  and 
morning  j afterwards  inferring  loofely 
a bit  of  cotton. 

Deafness,  however,  is  fometimes 
owing  to  the  want  of  a due-  fecretion 
of  wax,  and  is  then  much  more  diffi- 
cult of  cure.  To  promote  this  fecre- 
tion a few  drops  of  the  foap-liniment, 
oil  of  almonds  and  ether,  and  fuch 
like  warm  acouftics  fhould  be  tried, 
and  continued  for  fome  time,  if  they 
Ihould  not  occafion  much  pain ; and 
in  all  cafes,  bliflers  may  be  ap- 
plied behind  the  ears.  The  juice  of 
onions,  or  a clove  of  garlic,  raw,  or 
roafted,  put  into  the  ears,  has  fome- 
times reflored  the  fecretion,  and  re- 
moved the  deafnefs;  and  in  many  cafes 
it  has  been  effedled  by  electricity.  I 
have,  however,  lately  fallen  upon  a 
method  that  has  been  univerfally  fuc- 

cefsful 
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cefsful  by  very  fiinple  means,  confift- 
ing  only  in  adapting  an  entire  cover- 
ing to  the  ear,  made  of  any  adhefive 
plaifler  fpread  upon  thin  leather,  fo 
as  completely  to  exclude  the  ex- 
ternal air.  The  plaifler  fliould  be 
renewed  as  often  as  it  gets  anywife 
loofe,  repeating  it  till  the  fecretion  of 
wax  is  in  fufficient  quantity;  which 
feldom  requires  more  than  five  or  fix 
weeks.  But  I am  forry  to  add,  that 
although  aurifts  have  found  it  fo  diffi- 
cult to  reftore  this  fecretion,  and  have 
therefore  conceived,  deafnefs  to  be  often 
owing  to  the  want  of  it,  I have  fre- 
quently found  it  no  wife  relieved  by  a 
return  of  the  fecretion.  Poffibly,  this 
may  be  owing  to  the  caufe  of  deafnefs 
lying  in  the  nerve,  which  is  frequently 
the  cafe;  and  here  alfo  eledricity  is 
particularly  adapted,  either  through 
the  external  ear,  or  the  Eufiachian  tube, 

within 
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within  the  mouth'.  Medicated  fnuffs 
alfo  that' invoke  gentle  fneezing,  and 
difcharges  from  the  head,  have  fome- 
times  been  found  furprizingly  efficaci- 
ous ; as  hath  likewife  fea-bathing. 
Should  thefe  different  methods  fail, 
very  little  is  to  be  expedted  from  art. 
Nature,  however,  fometimes  effedts  the 
cure,  and  children  after  having  been 
deaf  for  feveral  years,  fuddenly  recover 
their  hearing,  efpecially  females : one 
fortunate  inftance  of  which  happened 
lately. 


Ear-Ach. 

It  wTre  needlefs  to  fay  much  on  this 
article.  The  pain  is  ufually  fpafmo- 
dic,  or  if  not,  it  is  owing  to  taking 
cold  in  fome  part  about  the  head,  ef- 
pecially the  teeth.  In  this  cafe,  a 

dofe 
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dofe  of  cooling  phyfic,  and  a little 
Gafcoyne*s  powder  at  bed-time  j with 
a clove  of  garlic  put  into  the  ear,  or 
a poultice  of  onions  applied  over  it, 
will  remove  the  pain. 

If  it  arife  from  fpafm,  the  pain  is 
often  exceedingly  fevere,  and  is  apt  to 
return  frequently;  being  readily  ex- 
cited by  every  little  cold.  The  juice 
of  rue  is  here  a good  remedy,  or  if 
this  fail,  a little  laudanam  added  to 
the  warm  liniment  directed  for  deaf- 
nefs ; or  fix  or  eight  drops  of  laudan- 
um alone,  made  warm,  and  applied 
by  a marrow-fpoon.. 


Tooth-Ach. 

I JUST  glance  at  this  complaint,  which 
frequently  accompanies  the  former  at 
every  age,  while  fome  young  children 
fuffer  greatly  by  it  during,  or  after 
VOL.  II.  F fhedding 
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Tooth-Ach. 


Hiedding  their  firft  teeth,  and  parents 
fuifer  with  them  exceedingly. 

If  it  be  thought  proper  to  have  the 
teeth  drawn,  that  is  the  well  known 
and  certain  remedy;  but  where  that 
operation  may  be,  on  any  account, 
objedted  to,  palliatives  will  fometimes 
fucceed,  fuch  as  a blifter  behind  the 
ear ; a clove  of  garlic,  or  three  or  four 
drops  of  laudanum,  made  warm,  and 
inftilled  into  it;  grated  ginger  and 
white  of  egg  mixed  into  a fort  of 
plaifter,  and  laid  on  the  cheek ; a drop 
or  (two  of  oil  of  cloves,  on  a bit  of 
cotton,  paffed  lightly  into  the  hollow 
tooth ; and  efpecially  the  pafte,  or 
plug,  contrived  by  Mr.  Cochran  of 
Broad  Street,  from  which  the  great 
and  good  effedls  I have  feen,  wdll,  I 
hope,  be  a fufhcient  apology  for  men- 
tioning. 


Canker 
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Canker  of  the  Mouth. 

TThis  is  chiefly  a complaint  of  chil- 
dren, being  rarely  met  with  in  adults  ; 
is  often  talked  of  by  nurfes,  and  is 
ufually  as  trifling  as  any.  It  has,  in- 
deed, been  faid  by  fome  writers  to 
prevail  very  much  in  England  and 
Irelandy  and  to  be  often  a ferious 
complaint.  Such  a diforder,  if  it  re- 
ally be  canker,  may  be  treated  as 
under  the  next  article ; but  the  com- 
mon canker  I have  never  found  trou- 
blefome  to  cure. 

It  fometimes  makes  its  appearance 
in  the  month,  at  others,  about  the 
time  of  teething;  and  frequently  at 
the  age  of  fix  or  feven  years,  when 
children  are  fhedding  their  firfl;  teeth, ^ 
and  the  fccond  are  making  their  way 
F 2 through 
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through  the  gums,  which  are  covered 
with  little  foul  fores,  extending  fome- 
times  to  the  infide  of  the  lips  and 
cheeks.  It  feldom  requires  more  at- 
tention than  was  mentioned  under  the 
article  of  teething,  any  mild  aftrin- 
gent  application,  and  keeping  the 
body  open,  ufually  effedling  a cure ; 
or  if  otherwife,  and  the  complaint 
makes  its  appearance  at  the  time  of 
teething,  it  will  generally  go  away  as 
foon  as  the  teeth  are  come  through. 

The  worft  fpecies  of  this  complaint 
that  I have  happened  to  fee,  has  been 
during  the  fecond  period  of  teething, 
when  a child  has  been  fhedding  a num- 
ber of  teeth  together,  leaving  the  rot- 
ten flumps  behind,  which  have  been 
negledled  to  be  drawn  out.  The  whole 
gums  will  then  fometimes  be  fpongy, 
or  dilTolve  into  foul,  fpreading  fores, 
and  fmall  apertures  will  be  formed. 
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communicating  from  one  part  to  ano- 
ther, accompanied  with  an  oozing  of 
a fetid,  and  fometimes  purulent  dif- 
charge. 

If  the  ftumps  of  the  decayed  teeth 
can,  in  this  cafe,  be  eafily  got  at,  they 
ought  to  be  extradted ; after  which 
fome  fuch  application  as  the  following 
will  foon  brace  the  loofe  gums,  and 
heal  up  the  ulcers. 

Take,  of  Armenian  bole. 

Myrrh, 

Bark  in  fine  powder, 

Cream  of  tartar,  of  each  a 
dram ; 

of  Honey  of  rofes  a fufficient 
quantity  to  mix  all  into  a 
palle. 

Take,  of  Lime-water,  feven  ounces, 
of  Tindlure  of  myrrh,  and 
of  Honey  of  rofes,  each,  half 
an  ounce ; mix  them  to- 
gether. 

F 3 
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The  gums  fhould  be  touched  feveral 
times  in  the  day,  efpecially  after  meals, 
and  at  going  to  bed,  with  the  above 
pafte,  and  the  mouth  walhed  occalion- 
ally  with  the  mixture. 

If  no  conliderable  change  for  the 
better  fhould  take  place,  in  a week  or 
ten  days,  a dram  of  alum  may  be  fub- 
flituted  in  the  place  of  one  of  the  dry- 
ing powders,  and  inftead  of  the  above 
mixture,  one  acidulated  with  as  much 
of  the  muriatic  acid  as  the  parts  will 
endure,  occafionally  made  ftronger,  till 
fome  amendment  be  perceived ; the 
belly  being,  in  the  mean  time,  kept 
properly  open.  If  internal  remedies  be 
thought  necelTary,  Peruvian  bark,  far- 
faparilla,  and  mineral  acids  will  be  the 
propereft ; and  the  child  may  be  kept 
on  a diet  of  milk  and  vegetables. 


Gangrenous 
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Gangrenous  Erosion  of  the  Cheeks. 

TT HIS  complaint  Has  fome  refemblance 
to  the  canker,  though  it  is  much  more 
dangerous,  and  is  not  a mere  local  dif- 
eafe.  It  appears  to  attack  children 
from  two,  to  fix  or  eight  years  of  age  ; 
ufually  the  unhealthy,  and  fuchas  have 
been  fubjecl  to  wormsj  The  whole 
body  often  feels  cold  on  the  approach 
of  the  difeafe ; after  which  a black  fpot 
appears  on  one  of  the  cheeks  or  lips, 
and  fpreads  faft ; but  without  any 
mark  of  inflammation.  Oftentimes  the 
whole  fide  of  the  face  is  eaten  away, 
together  with  the  lip,  fo  that  the  bare 
jaw-bone  and  infide  of  the  mouth  ap- 
pear. In  the  end,  the  entire  lower- 
jaw  falls  down  on  the  breafij  and  the 
whole  fide  of  the  face  is  dilTolved  into  a 
putrid  mafs  j a wafting  purging  taking 
F 4 place 
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place  from  the  olfenfive  matter  that  is 
continually  fwallowed,  efpeciaily  by 
very  young  children. 

In  the  Cure,  internal  as  well  as  ex- 
ternal remedies  are  required ; and  only 
fuch  as  correct  putrefcency,  and  fup- 
port  the  ftrength,  appear  to  be  of  any 
ufe,  A few  drops  of  the  muriatic  acid, 
therefore,  taken  inwardly,  in  an  infu- 
fion  of  red  rofe  leaves,  or  in  the  child’s 
drink;  the  faline  draught  in  effervef- 
fence ; and  in  the  end,  the  bark,  in 
dofes  fuited  to  the  age,  with  good 
broths,  jellies  and  wine,  are  the  pro- 
per remedies.  The  parts  fhould  be 
waflied,  and  likewife  injedled  with  mu- 
riatic acid  in  chamomile,  or  fage  tea  ; 
and  afterwards  drelTed  with  the  acid 
mixed  with  honey  of  rofes,  and  over 
all  a carrot  poultice.  The  child  fliould 
in  the  mean  time  be  gently  purged 
with  magnelia,  or  rhubarb,  to  carry 

down 
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down  the  putrid  matters  it  may  have 
fwallowed. 


Induration  of  the  Breasts. 

J[t  would  be  improper  to  pafs  over  the 
flighted:  afFediion  that  has  on  any  oc- 
cafion  exceedingly  alarmed  the  parent, 
and  fometimes  perplexed  medical  men. 
Of  this  kind  are  afFedlions  of  the  breads 
in  female  children,  previoufly  to,  or 
about  the  time  of  their  beginning  to 
enlarge.  At  this  period,  they  fome- 
times become  very  painful,  and  upon 
examination  a hardnefs  and  dwelling 
are  difcovered,  and  in  fome  inftances, 
fharp  points  may  be  felt,  which  are 
very  painful  when  preffed.  The  hard- 
nefs is  feated  deep,  around  and  behind 
the  nipple,  and  is  fometimes  loofe,  at 
others  fomewhat  fixed,  and  attended 

with 
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with  fevere  lancinating  pains,  which 
have  given  rife  to  difagreeable  fufpr- 
cions  in  regard  to  the  probable  nature 
of  the  complaint,  and  would,  indeed, 
at  a more  adVanced  age,  claim  a feri- 
ous  attention.  When  happening  in 
families  addidled  to  fcrofula,  that  difi- 
order  is  naturally  fufpedled,  and  fome- 
times  a morbid  feirrhus  has  been  feared. 
In  fome  inftances,  only  one  of  the 
breafts  is  affedled,  and  after  fome 
months,  the  other,  or  fometimes  both 
nearly  at  the  fame  time. 

A VARIETY  of  alterative  medicinesi 
affifted  by  external  applications,  have 
been  adminiftered  in  different  in- 
flances,  and  continued  for  feveral 
months.  Thefe  have  fometimes  taken 
away  the  pain,  reduced  the  tumour, 
and  diminillied  the  hardnefs ; but  have, 
in  no  inftance,  entirely  removed  the 
complaint.  Yet  no  evil  confequence, 

in 
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m any  inftance  under  my  eye  has  ever 
enfued,  in  patients  at  the  above  men- 
tioned age ; nor  have  I heard  of  any 
from  other  practitioners,  though  it  has 
been  ferioufly  apprehended. 

The  refult  of  the  whole  has  Ihewn, 
that  the  remote  caufe  of  the  complaint 
has  originated  in  an  irritability  of  ha- 
bit, in  connexion  with  that  diftention 
of  the  parts,  which  at  a certain  age, 
nature  always  promotes ; and  accord- 
ingly,  it  has  been  faid,  is  found  taking 
place  at  the  time,  or  fome  months  af- 
ter the  pain  and  hardnefs  have  been 
noticed. 

The  defign  of  this  chapter  being  to 
hold  forth  encouragement  to  parents, 
from  the  probable  harmlefs  nature  of 
the  complaint,  it  were  needlefs  to 
point  out  the  means,  that  on  different 
•occafions,  have  been,  fometimes  un- 
neceffarily,  employed.  I fliall  remark 

only. 
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only,  that  keeping  the  body  open  and 
cool,  with  every  other  attention  to  the 
general  health,  mull  in  every  inftance 
be  proper. 

Abscess  in  the  Lower  Belly, 

Children  though  lefs  liable  to  this 
diforder  than  adult  perfons,  are  fome- 
times  attacked  by  it  at  an  early  age. 
It  commonly  arifes  from  falls,  or 
blows  received  on  the  part,  or  from 
lying  on  the  grafs,  and  other  fimilar 
occafions  of  a cold  in  the  bowels.  It 
is  always  attended,  and  fometimes  pre- 
ceded by  bowel  complaints,  and  not 
unfrequently  by  the  true  cholera.  In 
either  cafe,  there  is  always  a pretty 
early  appearance  of  tumour  near,  or 
upon  the  fhare-bone,  accompanied 
with  great  "tendernefs  and  pain,  efpe- 
cially  to  the  touch. 


The 
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The  intentions  of  Cure  are  direfted 
to  the  pain,  fever,  and  Bate  of  the 
bowels.  To  thefe  ends,  a cooling  plan 
is  to  be  purfued,  in  order,  if  poflible, 
to  . prevent  fuppuration,  or  gathering. 
Therefore,  foft  opening  medicines  are 
required,  fuch  as  caftor-oil,  infufion 
of  fenna,  oil  of  almonds  and  manna, 
and  fuch  like,  with  frequent  clyfters, 
and  afterwards  -opiates,  and  faline 
draughts,  as  the  degree  of  pain  and 
fever  may  demand.  The  part  affeded 
Ihould  be  fomented  externally  with  a 
decodlion  of  white-poppy  heads,  leeches 
ihould  be  applied  once  or  more,  and 
afterwards  a blifler,  if  no  relief  be  ob- 
tained, and  the  external  tumour  be  not 
in  the  mean  time  increafed.  But  if  the 
parts  become  more  fwollen,  a large 
bread  and  milk  poultice  fhould  be  ap- 
plied, and  changed  two  or  three  times 
every  twenty-four  hours  j and  the  mat- 
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ter  let  out  as  foon  as  may  be.  The  fup- 
puration  being  underneath  the  muf- 
cles,  there  will  not  be  much  difeo- 
louration  of  the  fkin,  as  is  the  cafe 
when  matter  is  formed  in  the  cellular 
membrane,  or  in  the  fat,  above  the 
mufcles.  Such  a change  therefore, 
muft  not  be  waited  for ; but  an  open- 
ing made  as  foon  as  any  fluctuation  can 
be  perceived,  left  the  matter  ftiould 
make  its  way  into  the  cavity  of  the 
belly,  or  produce  floughs  and  a foul 
ulcer.  After  the  matter  is  let  out,  no 
other  application  is  ufually  required 
than  the  fame  kind  of  foft  poultice. 
The  bowels  muft  likewife  be  kept  open 
by  the  gentle  laxatives  before  men- 
tioned, and  the  diet  be  very  light,  and 
of  eafy  digeftion. 
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Frequently  as  this  diforder  takes 
place  in  adults,  it  is  as  often  met  with 
■in  younger  fubjed:s,  and  even  fuch  as 
are  only  four  or  five  years  of  age  ; and 
muft  therefore  be  ranked  among  the 
difeafes  of  childhood. 

It  is  a true  chronic,  or  flow  inflam- 
mation, and  -like  the  laft-mentioned 
complaint,  i-s  often  occafioned  by  brui- 
fes,  ftrains,  or  lying  on  damp  ground  ; 
and  is  not  uncommonly  connedled 
with  a fcrofulous  taint  of  the  habit. 
The  inflammatory  fymptoms  being 
rarely  fevere,  matter  is  formed  flowly, 
and  many  months  elapfe  before  it  can 
be  felt  externally;  which  fometimes 
points  high  up  about  the  loins,  hip,  or 
groin,  and  at  others,  above  the  middle 
and -on  the  infide  of  the  thigh  : in  the 
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moft  benign,  the  abfcefs  frequently 
burfts  in  the  groin.  It  is,  in  any  cafe, 
a very  dreadful  difeafe,  and  is  noticed 
here,  only  for  the  fake  of  warning  pa- 
rents of  the  danger  of  fo  infidious  a 
complaint,  pointing  out  its  firft  fymp- 
toms,  and  juft  marking  the  outlines  of 
a pradlice  which  has  proved  the  often- 
eft  fuccefsful ; the  very  defign  of  this 
work  conftraining  me  to  be  very  brief 
on  furgical  cafes. 

A SLIGHT  lamenefs  and  fhortening  of 
one  of  the  legs,  is,  ufually,  the  firft 
change  that  is  noticed.  In  a little 
time,  the  thigh  is  obferved  to  be  bent 
forward  and  upwards,  which  gives  an 
appearance  of  depreflion  to  the  mufcles 
of  the  hip.  But  its  moft  characfteriftic 
mark,  in  its  early  ftage,  is  a fenfation 
of  weaknefs  in  the  loins,  with  a ten- 
dernefs  about  that  part,  manifeft  upon 
a careful  examination. 

The 
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The  firft  indication  is  to  prevent 
maturation,  if  poffible,  upon  the  ap- 
proach of  thefe  firft  fymptoms,  and 
before  thofe  of  a hecftical  nature  fu- 
pervene  ,*  but  unfortunately,  they  are 
too  often  over-looked,  or  miftaken  in 
the  beginning. 

With  a view  to  a refolution  of  the 
inflammation,  recourfe  Ihould  be  had 
to  bleeding  by  leeches,  and  cupping ; 
and  by  blifters,  iflTues  and  fetons;  by 
emetics ; purging  with  calomel ; by 
the  warm  bath,  a fupine  pofture,  and 
low  diet;  and  fometimes,  a cauftic, 
or  quicklime  mixed  with  honey,  ap- 
plied upon  the  loins,  near  the  back- 
bone ; but  above  all,  as  lately  recom- 
mended, by  elecftricity : a ftimulus, 
which  in  all  affedlions  of  the  joints, 
and  deep  feated  inflammations,  pre- 
vious to  the  formation  of  matter,  is, 
perhaps,  the  moft  fuccefsful. 

Should  thefe  means  fail,  or  advice 
be  fought  for  too  late  to  expedl  any 
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thing  from  them,  of  no  lefs  confe- 
quence  is  the  treatment  after  the  mat- 
ter is  formed ; which  fhould  be  eva- 
cuated, by  an  artificial  opening,  as 
early  as  polfible.  If  the  abfcefs  be 
large,  inftead  of  making  a large  open- 
ing, in  order  to  afford  a free  vent  to 
the  matter,  as  was  formerly  pradtifed, 
the  aperture  fhould,  I think,  in  every 
cafe  be  fmall,  that  the  abfcefs  may 
not  be  emptied  fuddenly.  The  open- 
ing rmay,  therefore,  be  made  by  a 
feton,  preferably  to  a lancet,  unlefs  it 
be  done  in  the  manner  very  lately 
recommended  by  Mr.  Abernethy, 
which  in  very  large  colledtions,  I am 
fatisfied,  is  an  important  improve- 
ment, and  is  likely  to  render  this 
difeafe,  for  ages  ufually  fatal,  far  lefs 
untracfiable.  The  principal  circum- 
iiance  in  this  plan,  is  the  making  a 
fmall  opening  in  fuch  a manner  and 
oblique  dire.dlion,  as  to  be  capable  of 

being 
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being  clofed  again  after  having  given 
vent  to  a part  of  the  prefent  collection 
of  matter;  and  repeating  the  little 
operation  at  fuch  intervals,  and  as  of- 
ten as  fhall  be  neceflary. 

It  is  only  lince  this  work  has  been 
in  the  prefs,  that  I have  learned  from 
a recent  publication  of  Mr.  Aberne- 
thy’s,  that  he  is  now  of  opinion,  that 
the  whole  of  the  matter  may  be  eva- 
cuated at  the  firft  opening,  and  is 
therefore  not  anxious  about  the  obli- 
quity of  the  aperture.  He  clofes  it, 
however,  carefully,  and  affifts  its  heal- 
ing ; making  a frelh  punClure  as  often 
as  the  abfcefs  fhall  fill  to  a certain 
degree. 

This  fentiment  is  fubmitted  upon 
Mr.  Abernethy’s  authority:  for  my 
own  part,  the  only  cafe  I have  feen 
fince  my  former  edition,  in  which  the 
whole  of  the  matter  was  evacuated, 
did  not  fucceed. 
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He  likewife  recommends  the  ufe  of 
opium,  at  regular  intervals,  in  dofes 
fuited  to  the  occafion,  as  ufeful  in 
mitigating  the  pain  and  irritability  of 
the  abfcefs,  and  in  confequence  the 
hedlic  fever. 

Mr.  Abernethy  adds,  that  the  great 
benefit  derived  from  occafional  eme- 
tics and  eledlricity,  encourages  the 
hope,  that  many  of  thefe  abfcelTes 
may  be  difperfed  without  any  perma- 
nent expofure  of  their  cavity,  and  that 
thus  the  patient  may  efcape  the  fuf- 
ferings  and  hazard  to  which  an  ope- 
ration neceflarily  expofes  him. 

When  the  abfcefs  has  been  fome 
time  opened,  the  diet  fhould  be  chang- 
' ed  for  one  more  cordial  and  nourifh- 
ing,  and  the  bark,  fteel,  or  vitriol  be 
adminiftered ; and  the  patient  enjoy 
a pure  air,  and  take  fuch  gentle  exer- 
Cife  as  his  fituation  will  admit  of  with- 
out an  increafe  of  pain; 
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TThis  is  an  equally  dangerous  difeafe 
with  the  above,  and  differing  little, 
but  in  the  precife  feat  of  it.  The 
fwelling  and  pain  are  here,  indeed, 
more  circumfcribed,  and  the  abfcefs 
always  gives  way  near  the  region  of 
the  joint.  The  preceding  fymptoms 
and  treatment,  however,  much  refem- 
ble  thofe  above  mentioned.  But  the 
equivocal  nature  of  the  firft  appear- 
ances, and  the  difficulty  of  afcertain- 
ing  the  probable  degree  of  fubfequent 
injury,  are  fiich  as  would  not  in  detail 
at  all  profit  the  reader. 

I SHALL  obferve,  however,  that  a 
degree  of  lamenefs  is  frequently  the 
firft  thing  noticed,  and  a fhort  time 
afterwards,  both  the  thigh  and  the 
calf  of  the  leg  become  fenfibly  lef- 
G 3 fened- 
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fened.  The  patient  alfo  doth  not 
(land  equally  on  both  legs,  and  the 
affedted  one  projects  outwards  from 
the  body  ,*  and  in  the  end,  the  thigh 
becomes  fhortened.  It  is  generally 
attended  with  a fevere  pain  in  the 
knee,  and  very  early,  an  unealinefs  in 
moving  the  head  of  the  thigh  bone  in 
its  focket. 

This  difeafe  occurs  from  infancy  to 
manhood,  and  often  derives  its  origin 
from  trifling  accidents.  It  is  miftaken 
for  rheumatifm  and  fciatica  in  adults, 
and  in  children,  for  indolence,  acci- 
dents, fcrofula,  and  worms;  whence 
an  erroneous  pradlice  is  frequently 
adopted. 

On  the  head  of  treatment,  I fliall 
only  obferve,  that  in  a view  to  pre- 
vent the  formation  of  matter,  which 
is  the  firfl:  intention,  the  means  can 
differ  but  little  from  thofe  prefcribcd 

for 
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for  the  foregoing  complaint ; among 
which  are  iflues  and  fetons,  which 
Ihould  be  applied  in  the  manner  that 
will  be  diredled  for  the  palfy  of  the 
lower  extremities.  Should  an  abfcefs, 
neverthelefsi  be  formed,  its  after 
treatment  muft  vary  confiderably  ac- 
cording to  the  degree  of  injury  of  the 
joint,  and  adjacent  parts.  Nothing, 
however,  will  contribute  more  to  the 
cure,  than  long  and.  ftri(fl:  reft  of  the 
limb. 

Abscess  under  the  Fascia  of  the  Thigh^ 

T* HE  nature  of  this  depolit  is  fo  much 
of  a kind  with  the  two  preceding  ones, 
as  well  as  fo  much  lefs  dangerous,, 
that  it  would  be  needlefs  to  do  much 
more  than  mention  it. 

The  feat  of  the  tumour  is  the  fore- 
part and  outfide  of  the  thigh,  and  the 
G 4 matter 
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matter  lies  deep,  on  the  furface,  or  in 
the  fubftance,  of  the  large  mufcles. 

Some  furgeons  are  of  opinion  that 
the  whole  of  the  matter  Ihould  be  eva- 
cuated, and  by  a larger  opening  than 
for  the  pfoas,  or  lumbar  abfcefs.  I 
have,  however,  feen  the  method  which 
I have  noticed  as  fuccefsful  in  the 
former,  equally  fo  in  this  abfcefs; 
and  from  the  refult  in  one  very  bad 
cafe,  am  difpofed  to  think,  there  may 
be  confiderable  advantages  in  clofing 
the  aperture,  and  making  frefh  punc- 
tures as  the  matter  fhall  collect. 


White  Swelling  of  the  Joints, 

I SHALL  be  equally  brief  alfo  on  this  ar- 
ticle, the  difeafe  being  well  known  by 
every  furgeon,  and  entirely  above  the 
management  of  parents ; my  intention 

in 
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in  naming  it  being  only  to  alford  them 
a general  idea  of  it,  and  to  mention 
from  experience  a few  remedies,  that 
have  been  found  fuccefsful,  in  young 
fubjedts,  if  had  recourfe  to  in  good 
time,  and  before  any  matter  has  been 
formed.  Such  are,  the  repeated  ap- 
plication of  eight  or  more  leeches, 
and  afterwards  fmall  blifters  to  the 
joint;  gentle  fridions  of  the  part; 
two  or  three  vomits  a week,  with  en- 
tire reft  of  the  limb ; and  in  the  end, 
fea-bathing,  efpecially  if  the  patient  ' 
be  of  a fcrofulous  habit.  In  a few 
inftances  that  I have  known,  eledrici- 
ty  has  had  an  immediate,  and  furpri- 
zingly  good  effed,  even  where  the 
joint  has  been  confiderably  enlarged, 
the  pain  very  great,  and  the  child 
incapable  of  ftraightning  the  limb. 
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Palsy  of  the  Lower  Extremities,  with- 
Curvature  of  the  Back-Bone. 

T HIS  complaint  has  been  of  late  years 
fo  thoroughly  announced,  that  it  muft 
be  unneceflary  here  to  enter  into  a mi- 
nute detail  of  it.  It  will  be  proper, 
however,  carefully  to  diftinguifh  it 
from  the  Ample  curvature  of  the  back, 
in  which  a greater  number  of  joints  is 
concerned,  and  the  legs  are  not  pecu- 
liarly affefled  ; as  well  as  from  a com- 
plaint prefently  to  be  noticed,  under 
the  name  of  debility  of  the  lower  ex- 
tremitieSy  in  which  there  is  no  manifeft 
change  of  figure  in  the  back-bone. 

The  Palfy  of  the  lower  extremities 
is  certainly  confined  to  no  age,  and 
being  at  firfi:  very  frequently  miftaken 
in  young  children  for  the  trifling  effedt 
of  fome  fall  or  ftrain,  is  intitled  to 

peculiar 
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peculiar  notice  in  this  work.  I have 
never  met  with  it,  indeed,  where  it 
has  not  been  preceded  by  fome  fall  or 
violent  exertion,  though  fuch  fup- 
pofed  accidents  are  feldom  much  no- 
ticed previous  to  the  debility  taking 
place;  and  it  is,  indeed,  probable, 
there  may  be  fome  predifpofing  caufe, 
without  which  nocommonflrain  would 
induce  fo  much  mifchief  in  a part 
continually  expofed  to  accidents. 

The  Curvature  is  generally  in  the 
neck  or  back,  though  fometimes  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  loins,  and  varies 
in  extent  and  degree  according  to  the 
number  of  joints  that  may  be  affe<fled. 
The  firft  fymptom  noticed  by  children 
of  an  age  capable  of  exprelling  their 
feelings,  is  an  increafed  fenfibility, 
and  irregular  twitchings  in  the  mufcles 
of  the  thighs.  This  is  fucceeded  by  a 
diflike  to  motion,  efpecially  to  mov- 
ing brilkly;  the  patient  on  fuch  oc- 

cafions 
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Gallons  finding  himfelf  likely  to  fall, 
his  legs  getting  entangled  through 
their  weaknefs,  and  a difpofition  to 
crofs  each  other,  in  his  attempts  to 
Itep  forward.  Soon  after  this,  he  per- 
ceives himfelf  unable  to  lland  upright 
long  together,  and  that  the  legs  and 
thighs  have  loft  much  of  their  natural 
fenfibility.  Matters  feldom  continue 
long  in  this  ftate,  and  the  \veaknefs 
increafing,  patients  lofe  more  and  more 
the  ufe  of  both  the  lower  extremities, 
till  fome  are  unable  to  move  them  at 
all  even  in  bed ; and  thefe  advances  of 
the  difeafe  are  faid  to  be  more  rapid 
in  adults  than  in  infants.  In  the  lat- 
ter, I have  particularly  remarked  a 
rigidity  of  the  ankles,  by  which  the 
toes  are  pointed  downwards,  fo  that 
the  heels  cannot  be  brought  to  touch 
the  ground. 

A CURE  is  more  frequently  effedled, 
I think,  than  fome  pradlitioners  have 

imagined. 
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imagined,  if  it  be  but  attempted  in 
time.  The  means,  indeed,  are  few, 
the  chief  remedy  confifting  in  a large 
iflbe  or  feton  placed  on  each  fide  the 
curve,  at  fuch  a diilance  as  may  pre- 
vent their  burfting  into  one.  Where 
the  curvature  comprehends  three  or 
more  joints,  the  feton  may  be  pre- 
ferable to  an  ilTue,  but  if  the  latter  be 
on  any  account  eledled,  I fiiould  ad- 
vife  its  being  made  by  the  knife  rather 
than  a cauftic ; both  as  being  lefs 
painful,  and  for  the  fake  of  the  confe- 
quent  inflammation  before  there  has 
been  time  for  fuppuration  to  take  place. 
Some  pradlitioners,  it  is  right  to  no- 
tice, have  thought  differently ; but 
the  good  effects  of  this  previous  in- 
flammation were  very  manifefl:  in  a 
recent  inftance  in  an  infant  only  ten 
months  old.  For  a very  fenfible  re- 
lief was  afforded  as  foon  as  the  in- 
flammation took  place,  and  before  any 

fuppuration 
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fuppuration  appeared  ; and  though  the 
child  had  been  many  months  a cripple, 
with  lofs  of  health  and  appetite,  un- 
able to  fupport  its  head,  and  the  fter- 
num  very  much  diftorted,  the  relief 
was  fo  great  in  one  week  after  the 
incifions  were  made,  as  left  no  room 
to  doubt  of  a perfedl  recovery ; which 
accordingly  took  place  a (hort  time 
afterwards,  without  any  deformity 
remaining. 

The  iffues  ihould  be  kept  open  till 
the  patient  perfedlly  recovers  the  ufe 
of  his  legs,  or  even  a while  longer,  at 
leaft  one  iffue,  which  ought  not  to  be 
dried  up  till  the  patient  can  walk  firmly 
alone,  and  fhall  have  recovered  all  the 
height  which  he  may  have  loft  in  con- 
fequence  of  that  ftooping  which  the 
diforder  has  induced. 

In  addition  to  the  ufe  of  thefe  means 
thofe  of  cold-bathing,  fricftions,  the 
bark,  and  fuch  like,  have  been  recom- 
mended ; 
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mended ; but  I have  myfelf  never  feen 
any  benefit  from  any  thing  where  the 
iflues  have  failed,  which  I have  found 
efficacious  where  no  other  remedy  has 
been  made  ufe  of.  After  the  recovery, 
however,  if  the  patient  be  of  a fcrofu- 
lous  habit,  fea-bathing  is  peculiarly 
indicated. 


Debility  of  the  Lower  Extremities. 

TT HE  diforder  intended  here  is  not  no- 
ticed by  any  medical  writer  within  the 
compafs  of  my  reading,  or  is  not  fo 
•defcribed  as  to  afcertain  the  difeafe. 
It  is  not  a common  diforder  any  where, 
I believe,  and  feems  to  occur  feldomer 
in  London  than  in  fome  other  parts. 
Nor  am  I enough  acquainted  with  it 
to  be  fully  fatisfied,  either  in  regard  to 
the  true  caufe,  or  feat  of  the  difeafe, 
cither  from  my  own  obfervation,  or 

that 
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that  of  others : I lhall  therefore  only 
defcribe  its  fymptoms,  and  mention 
the  feveral  means  attempted  for  its 
cure. 

It  feems  to  arife  from  debility,  and 
ufually  attacks  children  previoufly  re- 
duced by  fever ; feldom  thofe  under 
one,  or  more  than  four  or  five  years 
old.  It  is  a chronical,  or  lingering 
complaint,  and  not  attended  with  pain, 
fever,  nor  any  manifeft  difeafe;  fo 
that  the  firft  thing  obferved  is  a debi- 
lity of  the  lower  extremities,  which 
gradually  become  more  infirm,  and 
after  a few  weeks  are  unable  to  fupport 
the  body.  There  are  no  figns  of 
worms,  nor  other  foulnefs  of  the  bowxls, 
therefore  mercurial  purges  have  not 
been  of  any  ufe ; neither  has  the  bark, 
nor  hot,  nor  cold-bathing.  Blifters, 
or  cauftics  on  the  bottom  of  the  bac^, 
and  hip-joint,  and  volatile  and  ftimu- 
lating  applications  to  the  legs  and 

thighs. 
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thighs,  have  been  chiefly  depended 
npon ; though  there  is  no  appearance 
of  any  enlargement  of  any  of  the  joints 
of  the  back,  nor  of  fuppuration  in  the 
external  parts,  and  therefore  no  re- 
femblance  to  the  lafl:  mentioned  com- 
plaint, the  lumbar  abfccfs,  nor  that  of 
the  hip-joint. 

When  only  one  of  the  lower  ex- 
tremities has  been  afFecfl:ed,  the  above 
means,  in  two  inftances  out  of  five  or 
fix,  entirely  removed  the  complaint : 
but  when  both  have  been  paralytic, 
nothing  has  feemed  to  do  any  good 
but  irons  to  the  legs,  for  the  fupport 
of  the  limbs,  and  enabling  the  patient 
to  walk.  At  the  end  of  four  or  five 
years,  fome  have  by  this  means  got 
better,  in  proportion  as  they  have  ac- 
quired general  ftrength : but  even 
fome  of  thefe,  where  the  debility  has 
not  been  entirely  removed,  have  been 
difpofed  to  fall  afterwards  into  con- 

voL.  II.  H fumption 
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fumption  of  the  lungs.  On  this  ac- 
count it  may  be  fufpedted,  that  the 
complaint  is  fometimes  owing  to 
fcrofula. 

I HAVE  feen  a hmilar  debility  feize 
grown  people,  efpecially  women,  after 
fome  very  long  illnefs,  and  has  con- 
tinued a year,  or  more ; during  which 
time  they  were  utterly  incapable  of 
walking  without  the  help  of  crutches. 
Thefe  cafes,  however,  have  always 
been  attended  with  great  pain  in  the 
commencement  of  the  complaint, 
though  without  tumour  of  the  limbs; 
and  have  been  benefited  by  the  ex- 
ternal ufe  of  the  waters  at  Bath. 


Discolouration,  accompanied  with 
Debility  of  the  Limbs. 

A.TTENDANT  upoii  wcakncfs  of  the 
lower  extremities,  there  is  fometimes 

a dif- 
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a difcolouration  equally  diftindl  from 
thofe  already  mentioned,*  and  another 
yet  to  be  noticed.  It  takes  place  at  a 
more  advanced  age,  and  feemingly  in 
confequence  of  previous  bad  health, 
I know  of  no  writer  who  has  noticed 
fuch  a complaint,  and  have  not  met 
with  it  often  enough  to  be  diftindlly 
acquainted  with  its  nature,  nor  have 
I,  as  yet,  fairly  feen  the  refult. 

Children  fo  affedted  have  gone  off 
their  feet,  as  it  is  called,  or  dragged 
them  only  very  feebly,  after  having 
been  able  to  Walk  floutly  for  fome 
time.  They  have  become  in  every 
refpedl  weak  and  languid  j their  head 
has  grown  large,  * and  their  limbs 
become  emaciated,  but  do  not  feel 
cold  to  the  touch,  though  of  a deep 
leaden-blue  colour  from  the  fingers 
and  toes  • to  the  elbows  and  knees 


* See  Vol.  1. 
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with  the  face  almofl:  equally  difcolour- 
ed,  and  like  that  of  adults  in  a fit  of 
afthma.  A fall,  or  fuch  like  accident, 
has  fomctimes  been  fufpedled  as  the 
caufe  of  thefe  fymptoms,  but  unfup- 
ported  by  any  appearance  on  the  back- 
bone, or  other  parts. 

The  bark  and  cordials  have  been 
made  trial  of  without  any  advantage  ; 
and  cold-bathing  has  feemed  to  be 
prejudicial.  The  application  of  leeches 
to  the  livid  parts,  fridtion,  fpirituous 
and  volatile  embrocations,  and  blifters; 
repeated  eledlricity ; tepid  fea-bath- 
ing;  fteel,  exercife,  and  a generous 
diet,  are  the  means  I have  hitherto 
diredled,  after  purging  with  calomel ; 
but  as  yet,  I have  faid,  I am  not  able 
to  flate  their  certain  effedls. 

In  feveral  inftances,  a difcolouration 
of  this  kind,  which  has  appeared  only 
at  times,  and  recurred  again  during 
many  months,  attended  with  long  and 

occafional 


Curvature  of  the  Bones,  i^c.  85 

occalional  difficulty  of  breathing,  has 
difappeared  totally  as  children  have 
acquired  general  ftrength  and  good 
health ; without  manifeft  advantage 
from  any  means  that  have  been  ufed. 


C U R V AT U RE  BoN ES  ffOm  WeA KN ESS . 

Crookedness  of  the  bones,  particu- 
larly thofe  of  the  lower  extremities, 
has  been  mentioned  as  a common  con- 
fequence  of  rickets,  and  may  claim  a 
tranfitory  notice. 

The  principal  inquiry  in  the  treat- 
ment of  deformities  of  this  kind,  re- 
fpedts  the  ufe  of  irons  for  the  fupport 
of  the  limbs,  w'henever  the  dillortion 
happens  to  be  coniiderable.  The  pro- 
priety of  this  affiftance,  has,  indeed, 
been  doubted  by  fome  praiffitioners, 
as  well  as  their  unpleafant  appearance 
objedled  to  by  parents ; who  have 
H 3 therefore 
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therefore  been  inclined  rather  to  trufl: 
only  to  cold-bathing.  Friend,  how- 
ever, as  I am  to  the  latter,  I may 
venture  to  fay  from  experience,  that  it 
is  likely  to  be  prejudicial  at  the  time 
it  is  often  had  recourfe  to;  for  by 
ftrengthening  the  fyftem,  it  rather 
ferves  to  confirm  the  crookednefs 
which  the  bones  have  already  con- 
tradted.  It  is  an  advantage,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  the  bones  remain  foft 
and  yielding  as  long  as  the  curvature 
is  confiderable,  if  fo  be  the  preffure  of 
the  fuperior  parts  be  at  the  fame  time 
duly  counteradled.  To  fupport  the 
limbs,  therefore,  with  irons,  as  long 
as  the  foftnefs  of  the  bones  difpofes 
them  to  yield  under  the  weight  of  the 
body,  is  certainly  a rational  intention, 
and  has  been  very  beneficial  in  num- 
berlefs  inftances.  This  end  obtained, 
the  bones  being  ftill  lengthening  as 
the  child  grows  up,  they  naturally 

incline 
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incline  to  become  ftraight ; and  at  this 
time  the  cold-bath  and  other  ftrength- 
ening  remedies  are  properly  indicated, 
and  will  co-operate  to  the  cure  of  the 
complaint.  The  only  care  required, 
is,  that  the  irons  may  be  as  light  as 
poflible,  and  be  properly  adapted,  and 
that  they  be  lengthened  as  often  as 
may  be  neceflary.  It  is,  poflibly,  feu* 
w’ant  of  due  attention  to  this  laft  par- 
ticular, that  irons  have  in  fome  in- 
flances  been  really  found  to  do  harm ; 
the  reafon  for  w’hich  mufl  be  obvious 
to  every  one. 

When  a curvature  takes  place  in  the 
back,  (without  any  difeafe  of  its  joints 
or  cartilages,  and  therefore  not  ac- 
companied with  debility  of  the  ex- 
tremities) the  like  method  fhould  be 
taken.  Proper  inflruments  to  fupport 
the  head  and  upper  parts  of  the  body 
have  been  contrived  by  different  ar- 
H 4 tiffs. 
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tills,  but  thofe  made  by  Mr.  Jones  ap- 
pear to  be  the  bell. 

Should  the  bones  of  the  arm  be 
curved,  either  by  accident  or  difeafe, 
in  this  foft  ftate,  rollers  and  pafteboard 
fplints  properly  applied,  will  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  fupport,  and  reftore  them  to 
their  natural  form. 

,But  if  the  injury  extend  to  the  hip 
and  contiguous  bones,  it  will  not  be 
manifeft  at  the  time ; and  when  difco- 
vered,  can  be  benefited  only  by  the 
cold-bath,  and  other  general  remedies. 
If  this  diflortion  fhould  be  confidera- 
ble,  it  may,  indeed,  become  a fource 
of  manifold  evils  in  females,  as  will  be 
noticed  in  another  place. 


Whitlow. 

IMLany  young  people  are  very  fubjed: 
to  a mild  fpecies  of  this  complaint, 

which 
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which  being  perfedlly  fuperficialj  is 
not  improperly  termed  the  cutaneous, 
or  fkin -whitlow,  and  will  attack  the 
ends  of  the  fingers,  feveral  times  in  a 
year,  without  any  previous  injury  of 
the  part.  The  fubjed;  is,  'therefore, 
introduced  here  chiefly  with  the  de- 
fign  of  recommending  a preventive 
which  I have  frequently  feen  fuccefs- 
ful.  This  confifts  only  in  bathing  the 
fingers,  feveral  times  a day,  in  the  fol- 
lowing mixture,  the  moment  that  a 
fenfe  of  any  preternatural  heat,  or  ..pain, 
fliall  be  felt. 

Take  of  Camphorated  fpirit,  four 
ounces. 

Water  of  acetated  Litharge,  two 
drams, 

Tincture  of  opium,  half  an  ounce. 

Mix  them. 

It  may  have  its  ufe  juft  to  add,  that 
in  the  malignant,  or  deep  feated  whit- 
low. 
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low,  the  beft  method  is  to  make  an 
early  opening  down  to  the  bone,  which 
will  occafion  the  patient  much  lefs 
pain,  than  allowing  the  matter,  gra- 
dually, to  make  its  own  way  to  the 
furface ; which  is  likewife  always  at- 
tended with  much  mifchief  to  the  parts. 

I SHALL  only  add,  that  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  tumour  and  pain, 
nothing  can  be  more  improper  than  the 
recourfe  fo  commonly  had  to  a bread 
and  milk  poultice ; inftead  of  which, 
where  poultices  are  required,  thofe 
made  wdth  the  w^ater  of  acetated  li- 
tharge are  abundantly  preferable,  and 
Ihould  be  applied  only  very  moderately 
warm. 


Boils. 

T^he  commbn  Boil  only  is  intended 
here,  and  is  noticed  from  its  frequency 

in 
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in  young  people  towards  the  time  of 
puberty,  who  are  fometimes  vexed 
with  a fuccelTion  of  them.  They  are 
more  commonly  feated  on  the  thighs, 
the  bottom,  and  contiguous  parts  j are 
ufually  fmall,  exceedingly  painful,  and 
of  a deep  red  colour  a little  time  be- 
fore they  break  ; but  become  perfectly 
eafy  immediately  afterwards.  Though 
oftentimes  hurtful  in  older  fubjedts, 
they  are,  however,  juftly  accounted  fa- 
lutary  in  others,  and  do  harm  only 
when  repelled,  or  haftily  dried  up.  If 
a poultice  of  bread  and  milk,  there- 
fore, be  applied  from  the  firft,  (if  the 
boil  be  in  a convenient  part,  other- 
wife  a gum-plaifter)  and  a bit  of  yel- 
low, or  black  bafilicon  put  every  day 
into  the  hollow,  as  foon  as  the  boil 
breaks,  it  will  be  properly  digefted, 
and  the  core,  as  it  is  called,  be  brought 
out.  It  is  fometimes  for  the  want  of 
this,  that  another  boil  forms  in  the 

neighbouring 
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neighbouring  parts,  or  the  child  is 
teazed  with  fore  eyes,  or  fome  humour, 
as  it  is  termed,  on  the  fkin. 

Two  or  three  dofes  of  purging  phyfic 
maybe  taken,  at  proper  intervals,  after 
the  boil  is  healed. 


Chilblains. 

TThis  is  a complaint  fo  well  known, 
that  it  can  need  no  defcription.  It  is 
generally  owing  to  the  circulation  of 
the  blood  in  the  minute  velfels  of  the 
extremities  being  checked,  by  a child 
having  been  long  expofed  to  cold  or 
wet,  and  afterwards  running  to  the  fire 
inftead  of  recovering  the  natural  heat 
by  general  exercife,  and  fridrion  of  the 
parts  aftedled.  If  the  injury  be  ex- 
ceedingly great,  as  it  fometimes  is  when 
a perfon  has  lain  for  feveral  hours  in 
the  fnow,  the  circulation  cannot  al- 
ways 
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ways  be  reftored,  and  fome  parts  ac- 
tually mortify.  To  prevent  this,  if 
polTible,  inftead  of  bringing  the  perfon 
near  a fire,  he  fhould  be  immediately 
ftripped,  and  well  rubbed  all  over, 
efpecially  the  parts  mofi:  affeded,  with 
fnow,  and  afterwards  with  fait  and  wa- 
ter, and  be  then  put  into  bed.  If  nei- 
ther fnow,  nor  ice  be  to  be  had,  cold 
water  Ihould  be  made  ufe  of,  or  flannel 
fprinkled  with  fpirit.  If  the  parts  be 
turned  black,  which  they  often  are, 
when  they  are  what  is  called  froft- 
bitten,  the  patient,  efpecially  if  a young 
child,  fhould  be  confined  to  the  bed, 
as  long  as  the  weather  is  fevere  and  the 
parts  continue  difcoloured.  But  my 
intention  is  to  treat  chiefly  of  flighter 
attacks ; on  the  firfl  appearance  of 
w'hich,  known  by  the  heat,  itching, 
rednefs,  and  fwelling  of  the  heels,  toes, 
or  fingers,  country  people  apply  warm 
wood-afhes  between  cloths,  or  rub  the 

parts 
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parts  with  muftard  and  brandy,  which 
if  done  in  time  wdll  frequently  both 
prevent  their  breaking  into  fores,  and 
entirely  remove  the  complaint.  For 
the  like  purpofe,  rubbing  the  parts 
with  a foft  bruih,  or  foaking  them  in 
warm  water  in  which  a hot  poker  has 
been  two  or  three  times  quenched,  and 
afterwards  rubbing  them  with  foft  foap, 
or  fait  and  onions,  are  good  remedies  ; 
or  embrocating  them  with  the  foap- 
liniment,  or  with  camphorated  fpirit, 
to  two  ounces  of  which  may  be  added 
a tea-fpoonfull  of  the  water  of  acetated 
litharge.  But  I have  for  fome  years 
experienced  the  good  effed:s  of  far 
fimpler  means  thart  any  of  thefe,  and 
w'hich  I have  hitherto  never  found 
equalled  by  any  of  the  warmer  reme- 
dies alone.  It  may,  indeed,  be  ufed 
together  with  them ; and  is  nothing 
more  than  the  cerate  of  fpermaceti 
fprcad  on  a large  piece  of  thick  lint. 
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or  the  foap-plaifter  upon  cloth,  to  be 
applied  as  foon  as  the  extremities  be- 
gin to  itch,  or  be  painful : or  if  this 
. fliould  not  very  foon  .be  of  ufe,  both 
embrocating,  and  covering  the  parts 
with  compreifes  wrung  out  of  the  ace- 
tated  water  of  ammonia,  which  Ihould 
be  continually  preferved  moift. 

Some  children  are  difpofed  to  have 
chilblains  every  winter  j as  a preferva- 
tive  againft  which,  if  it  be  the  hands 
that  are  liable  to  be  affedled,  warm 
leather  gloves  ihould  be  worn,  (avoid- 
ing woollen,  which  in  thefe  cafes  is 
unfriendly  to  the  fkin,)  and  above  all, 
wearing  for  a few  hours  in  the  day  or 
night,  and  efpecially  when  abroad  in 
the  cold,  oil’d-filk  gloves,  which  is 
one  of  the  belt  preventives  both  of 
chilblains  and  of  chopped  hands,  that 
has  been  hitherto  known.  But  if  the 
feet  are  ufually  the  affedted  parts,  the 
heels  only  may  -be  covered  by  a piece 

of 
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of  wafhing-Ieather,  and  over  this  a- 
piece  of  oil’d-filk,  fecured  round  the 
infteps,  and'  worn  day  and  night  dur- 
ing the  cold  months ; and  Ihould  be 
taken  off  only  for  the  purpofe  of  wafli- 
ing  them,  and  rubbing  the  parts  with 
the  brufh  or  liniments,  as  mentioned 
above. 

When  the  fvvellings  are  broken,  it 
is  common  to  drefs  the  fores  only  with 
a little  cerate,  and  to  wait  for  the  re- 
turn of  w^arm  w’eather,  when  they  uiu- 
ally  heal  of  themfelves  ; but  by  this 
means,  they  often  remain*  bad  through 
all  the  w'inter,  and  when  large,  are 
fometimes  not  well  till  the  fummer  is 
very  far  advanced ; and  I have  even 
feen  them  remain  very  bad  both  in 
children  and  grown  people,  at  the  end 
of  September. 

After  having  attended  great  num- 
bers in  this  complaint,  I am  fatisfied 
that  this  kind  of  fore  requires  appli- 
cations 
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cations  fomewhat  more  invigorating, 
being  a fpecies  of  mortification;  and 
though  it  will  not  always  endure  very 
warm  digeftives  like  many  other  ulcers, 
yet  when  the  chilblains  are  pretty  large, 
a portion  of  fome  digeftive  joined  with 
the  cerate,  is  very  friendly  to  them. 
And  I have  known  fome  fores,  though 
very  final  1,  which  had  remained  in  a 
very  obfiinate  and  tedious  Hate  long 
after  the  breaking  up  of  a hard  frofi", 
whilft  they  had  been  drefied  only  with 
Turner’s  cerate,  (the  common  family 
remedy)  begin  to  heal  immediately 
upon  adding  a fmall  portion  of  fome 
warm  digeftive,  and  applying  a flannel 
roller,  without  any  other  alteration  in 
the  plan.  But  if  they  are  fpread  to 
any  confiderable  fixe,  nothing  contri- 
butes fo  much  to  their  healing,  as 
touching  the  fores  every  day  with  brac- 
ing and  invigorating  lotions,  particu- 
larly, a diluted  folution  of  the  tindure 
VOL,  II.  I of 
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of  muriated  iron,  or  a diluted  tindturc 
of  myrrh;  which  in  a very  few  days 
will  produce  kindly  granulations  in 
thefe,  and  other  cold  fores,  though  of 
long  ftanding. 

When  the  .parts  are  much  fwollen, 
and  the  fores  been  long  foul,  it  will 
be  often  neceflary  in  fevere  weather,  to 
make  ufe  of  poultices,  of  which  thofe 
made  of  rye-meal  and  the  compound 
water  of  acetated  litharge  are  more  ac- 
tive, and  therefore  preferable  to  bread 
andvmilk  : the  Jatter  however,  if  a lit- 
tle brandy  be  added  to  it,  anfwersvery 
well  in  many  cafes.  If  thefe  are  ap- 
plied over  the  above  drefllng  of  cerate 
and  digeftive,  and  changed  twice  a day, 
the  fores  will  heal  in  much  lefs  time 
than  by  any  of  the  common  applica- 
tions I have  feen  ufed ; efpecially  if 
the  parts  furrounding  the  fore  be  well 
rubbed  with  camphorated  fpirit.  If 
children  be  not  very  young,  purging 

them 
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them  with  a little  calomel  twice  a week, 
will  often  expedite  the  healing  of  the 
fores : in  the  worft  cafes,  a decocftion 
of  the  bark,  as  well  as  cordials,  and  a 
generous  diet  are  required. 

I HAVE  now  for  many  years  had 
ftrong  proofs  of  the  good  effedts  of  elec- 
tricity in  chilblains,  both  as  a remedy 
and  a preventive,  efpecially  in  very  old 
people,  many  of  whom  are  afflicted 
with  them  every  winter. 


Burns  and  Scalds. 

jSurns  are  mentioned  by  fome  old 
writers,  and  though  a misfortune  by  no 
means  confined  to  young  people,  they 
too  often  fall  to  the  lot  of  infants, 
through  the  carelefsncfsof  their  attend- 
ants : and  for  want  of  being  properly 
treated  at  the  inftant,  children  often 
fuffer  exceedingly,  when  a fit  applica- 
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tion  would  have  rendered  the  injury 
trifling. 

When  fuch  an  accident  happens,  the 
neareft  aftringent  at  hand  fhould  be 
made  ufe  of,  fuch  as  brandy,  or  other 
fpirit,  ink,  wine,  or  even  cold  water, 
till  fomething  more  proper  can  be  pro- 
cured ; into  which  the  injured  part 
Ihould  be  plunged,  or  be  covered  with 
pieces  of  cloth  dipped  in  fuch  liquors, 
which  will  prevent  the  blifteringof  the 
part ; or  in  the  momentary  want  of  any 
of  thefe,  holding  the  injured  part  be- 
fore a moderate  fire ; carefully  avoid- 
ing the  ufe  of  olive-oil,  too  frequently 
had  recourfe  to.  As  foon  as  it  is  pof- 
lible  to  fend  to  an  apothecary,  the  fol- 
lowing fhould  be  procured,  and  ufed 
in  like  manner. 

Lime-water,  a pint,  brandy,  two 
ounces,  water  of  acetated  litharge,  half 
an  ounce. — Where  ice  can  be  conve- 
niently applied,  and  renewed  day  and 

night. 
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night,  it  will  be  found  one  of  the  beft 
early  remedies  in  very  bad  cafes. 

If  the  injury  has  been  too  long  re- 
ceived to  admit  of  much  relief  by  thefe 
means,  and  deep  floughs  are  actually 
formed,  a very  proper  dreffing  may  be 
made  of  equal  parts  of  Turner’s  ce- 
rate, and  green  ointment  of  elder ; di- 
minilhing  the  proportion  of  the  latter 
as  the  floughs  fhall  be  thrown  off,  and 
the  fores  become  difpofed  to  heal.  But 
fliould  the  injured  furface  be  large,  or 
the  pain,  occalioned  by  removing  the 
dreflings,  be  very  great,  it  will  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  cover  the  parts  with  pieces 
of  linen  dipped  in  cold-drawn  linfeed- 
oil,  which  fhould  be  moiftened  every 
day,  and  fuffered  to  adhere  till  the  fores 
are  in  a Hate  to  admit  of  being  drefled 
in  a common  way. 

A STRONG  folution  of  foap  in  water 
has  long  been  in  ufe  with  artificers 
employed  in  any  bufinefs  expofing 

I 3 to 
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to  very  bad  fcalds ; and  is  a very  ex- 
cellent remedy — About  three  quarters 
of  an  ounce  of  foft  foap  is  a proper 
quantity  for  a pint  of  water.  But  not 
only  does  foap  take  fome  time  in  dif- 
folving,  but  requiring  a certain  pro- 
portion of  boiling  water,  the  lotion 
cannot  be  made  cool  enough  for  im- 
mediate ufe  by  the  addition  of  the  pro- 
per quantity  of  cold  water.  A remedy, 
therefore,  more  convenient,  and  per- 
haps more  efficacious,  which  if  not  al- 
ways in  the  houfe,  may  in  every  large 
tovm  be  fpeedily  procured,  may  be 
made  of  olive-oil,  cold  w'ater  and  foap- 
leys.  Twelve  table-fpoonsfull  of  oil 
to  ten  of  W'ater,  with  two  tea-fpoons- 
full  of  the  ley  will  make  a pint. — This- 
quantity  may  be  fufficient  for  a burn 
on  the  hand  or  foot,  which  is  to  be 
immerfed,  and  kept  about  half  an  hour 
in  the  liquor,  which  will  remove  the 
injury  if  had  recourfc  to  immediately ; 

but 
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but  muft  be  repeated,  as  the  pain  may 
require,  if  the  fcald  or  burn  be  of  fome 
Handing.  Could  a perfon  fcalded  all 
over,  be  inftantly  put  up  to  the  chin 
in  a cold-bath  of  this  kind,  and  the 
head,  at  the  fame  time,  be  frequently 
immerged,  or  well  waflied  with  the  li- 
quor, I believe  very  little  injury  would 

I 

enfue. — Whatever  fores  may  be  formed, 
fhould  be  treated  afterwards  according 
to  the  foregoing  dired:ions. 


Luxations  a7id  Fractures.. 

Infants  are  riot  only  liable  To  thefe 
misfortunes  by  a fall  from  the  lap,  but 
the  bones,  or  joints,  may  fometimes 
be  unavoidably  irqured  in  the  birth. 
There  is  in  this  cafe,  feldom  any  lux- 
ation, I believe,  but  of  the  flioulder,* 
which  is  not  difficult  to  be  reduced, 
I 4 • and 
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and  requires  nothing  afterwards,  but 
that  the  limb  be  kept  perfedtly  quiet. 

It  is  very  common  for  nurfes,  efpe- 
ci^ly  during  the  month,  to  fupport  the 
lower-jaw  of  an  infant  whenever  it 
happens  to  yawn,  in  the  apprehenfion 
that  the  jaw  might,  otherwife,  be  dif- 
located.  This  pradtice  is,  at  leaft,  an 
evidence  of  the  nurfe’s  attention,  and 
can  do  no  harm ; though  I have,  in- 
deed, never  known  the  accident  hap- 
pen. Should  it,  however,  take  place, 
either  at  this  age,  or  in  older  children 
through  fome  violence,  it  will  occa- 
fion  a very  awkward  appearance,  and 
prove  very  diftreffing  to  the  child,  who 
will  be  difabled  from  taking  any  nou- 
rifliment  till  the  luxation  be  reduced. 
Nothing  more,  however,  is  required  to 
this  end,  than  to  place  the  thumb  of 
each  hand  in  the  back  of  the  mouth, 
and  the  fingers  on  the  outfide,  under 

the 
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the  jaw,  fo  as  to  deprefs,  and  at  the 
fame  time  bring  it  a little  forward,  to 
difengage  the  head,  or  back  part  of 
the  bone,  and  then  force  the  jaw  fud- 
denly  back.  Should  any  intelligent 
parent  or  midwife  be  inclined  to  make 
this  attempt  and  not  prefently  fucceed, 
it  may  be  better  to  wait  the  coming 
of  a furgeon,  though  from  a diftance, 
than  to  rifk  breaking  the  jaw  by  forci- 
bly repeating  the  experiment,  in  the 
hope  of  reducing  it. 

Fractures,  indeed,  are  not  quite  fo  • 
eafily  managed  as  luxations,  and  per- 
haps happen  more  frequently.  The 
bones  are  yet  but  little  more  than  grif- 
tle,  and  if  ftrained  beyond  a certain  de- 
gree, are  ealily  bent,  or  even  broken. 
The  former  is  very  readily  reftored, 
but  I lhall  be  more  particular  on  the 
latter,  that  parents  at  a diftance  from 
the  beft  helps,  may  be  able  to  form 
fomc  juft  idea  of  the  merits  of  fuch  as 

they 
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they  can  procure.  It  is  with  this  view,, 
it  has  been  obferved*,  (and  it  is  hoped 
no  one  will  feel  himfelf  offended  by 
it,)  that  I have  faid  more  in  many 
parts  of  the  work,  on  fome  matters, 
above  the  reach  of  many  of  my  read- 
ers, than  I fhould  otherwifc  have  done. 

Fractures  in  the  birth  are  ufually 
of  the  collar-bone,  the  arm,  or  the 
thigh  j the  treatment  of  the  two  for- 
mer of  which,,  will  include  all  that  is. 
neceffary  to  be  obferved  of  fuch  as  may 
happen  in  other  parts. 

The  firft,  how'ever,  requires  very- 
little  attention,  as  it  will  be  neceffary 
only  to  draw  the  flioulders  back,  con- 
fining them  in  that  poflure,  by  two  or 
three  pins  in  the  clothes,  and  to  apply 
a piece  of  the  adhelive,  or  the  foap- 
plaifler,  fpread  on  leather,  upon  the 
riling  end  of  the  bone,  and  a larger 
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piece  over  the  firft,  fo  as  to  cover  both 
points  of  the  bone. 

A FRACTURE  of  the  arm  demands  a 
little  more  attention,  but  will  always 
end  perfedlly  well.  The  difficulty  con- 
lifts  in  keeping  the  fradlured  ends  of 
the  bones  appofed  to  each  other,  with- 
out rolling  up  the  arm  fo  tight  as  to 
occalion  pain,  or  much  fwelling  of  the 
hand,  which  in  a new-born  infant,  a 
very  fmall  prefllire  will  efFedl.  I have 
found  no  method  fo  well  adapted  as 
the  follow  ing,  which  allowing  of  a lit- 
tle tumour  about  the  fraftured  part, 
w'ithout  the  neceffity  of  loofening  the 
roller,  preferves  the  ends  of  the  bones 
in  due  contadt,  without  drawing  the 
roller  fo  tight  as  to  prevent  the  free 
return  of  blood  from  the  inferior  parts 
of  the  limb. 

To  this  end,  three  little  fplints,  about 
half  an  inch  in  width,  and  an  inch  and 
half  long,  may  be  made  of  fine  linen 

cloth. 
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cloth,  five  or  fix  times  folded  together, 
to  the  thicknefs  of  common  pafteboard ; 
and  being  foaked  in  a mixture  of  flour 
and  white  of  egg,  fhould  be  placed  in 
the  ufual  manner,  along  the  fradlured 
ends  of  the  bone.  Being  applied  wet, 
they  will  accommodate  themfelves  ex- 
a(51;ly  to  the  figure  of  the  limb,  and 
when  become  dry,  will  be  fufficiently 
ftrong  to  fupport  the  bones.  They 
Ibould  be  applied  immediately  on  the 
fkin,  without  the  intervention  of  a rol- 
ler, by  which  means,  when  the  parts 
fwell,  which  they  fhould  always  do  a 
little,  there  will  be  fpace  enough  be- 
tween them  to  allow  for  it,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  prefTure  from  the  roller; 
which  fhould  be  applied  over  them. 
This  ought  to  be  of  very  fine  flannel, 
and  fhould  not  be  drawn  near  fo  tight 
as  for  adults,  nor  will  there  be  occa- 
fion  for  it,  as  the  chief  dependancc 
ought  to  be  on  faftening  the  arm  down 

clofe 
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clofe  to  the  fide,  by  flrong  pins  fixed 
into  the  little  gown,  in  the  manner  the 
furgeon  may  beft  contrive  at  the  time. 
The  gown,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be 
changed,  nor  the  arm  moved,  but  in 
his  prefence : and  if  the  hand  be  not 
inflamed,  nor  very  much  fwelled,  and 
the  child  continues  eafy,  the  part  will 
not  need  to  be  opened  under  eight  or 
ten  days.  Till  this  time,  the  fame 
gown  fhould  be  worn,  and  be  pre- 
ferved  clean  by  fuch  coverings  as  may 
eafily  be  removed.  The  fpeedy  union 
of  the  bones  will  depend  upon  a ftridt 
attention  to  keeping  the  limb  as  ftill  as 
polTible ; and  if  it  be  fo  preferved,  the 
accident  will  afford  very  little  trouble 
after  the  firft  ten  or  twelve  days,  and 
at  the  month’s  end,  the  child  will  move 
that  arm  nearly  as  well  as  the  other. 


On 
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TT HE  diredions  on  tliis  head,  as  well 
as  the  notice  taken  of  many  of  the  fol- 
lowing little  diforders,  proceed  rather 
from  a delire  that  nothing  on  the  fub- 
jedt  of  children’s  complaints  Ihould  be 
■omitted,  than  from  their  real  import- 
ance. Some  of  them,  indeed,  have 
been  entirely  overlooked  by  preceding 
■writers,  and  though  they  may  feldom 
require  much  attention,  it  may  fome- 
times  be  of  advantage  to  know  w'hat 
has  been  ferviceable  in  limilar  cafes. — 
The  inftance  under  conlideration,  how- 
ever, is  too  trifling  a matter  to  dwell 
upon.  And,  indeed,  the  little  opera- 
tion, performed  in  order  to  lengthen 
the  tongue,  is  very  frequently  called 
for  where  there  is  no  abfolute  occafion 
for  it,  the  confinement  being  feldom 

fo 
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fo  conliderable  as  to  make  it  really  ne- 
ceflary  to  divide  the  bridle,  or  ftring, 
that  adheres  to  the  under  part  of  the 
tongue.  The  child  will  fuffer  fo  very  . 
little,  however,  in  the  operation,  that 
when  it  is  carefully  done,  it  will  be 
attended  with  no  inconvenience ; and 
if  it  can  afford  the  mother  any  fatisfac- 
tion,  it  will  be  very  proper  to  comply 
with  her  requeft.  It  feems  therefore 
only  ncceffary  to  add,  that  fome  little 
care  and  fteadinefs  are  required,  or  the 
veins  under  the  tongue  may  be  wound- 
ed, and  in  confequence  an  infant  may 
lofe  its  life.  To  avoid  this  danger, 
the  bridle  may  be  divided  by  a fmall 
curved  biftoury,  inftead  of  fcilfars ; the 
back  part  of  which  will  fufficiently 
prefs  down  the  veins,  fo  as  to  be  en- 
tirely out  of  the  way  of  being  injured, 
Thefe  cautions  .have  been  judged  by 
fome  people  to  be  very  trifling ; but 
bcfides  that  infants  have  a<5lually  bled 


» 

1 12  Suffocation,  Bleeding. 

to  death,  the  following  equally  fatal 
accident  has  arifeii  from  cutting  too 
deep,  which  I lhall  therefore  notice 
in  this  place,  as  well  as  defcribe  an 
inftrument  contrived  for  fuppreffing 
the  bleeding. 


Suffocation  from  swallowing  ihe 
' Point  of  the  Tongue  ; and 
Bleeding. 

TThe  occafion  of  this  accident,  it 
has  been  faid,  is  cutting  too  deep  in 
dividing  the  bridle : I have  here  to 
notice  its  fymptcms  and  remedy. 
The  former  are  thofe  ufually  attending 
ftrangulation,  and  come  on  fuddenly, 
and  without  any  probable  caufe  but 
that  of  the  tongue  having  been  cut ; 
but  to  which  they  are  feldom  attri- 
buted by  thofe  who  are  Grangers  to 
the  complaint.  The  infant  appears 

greatly 
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greatly  agitated  j the  face  turns  black ; 
and  unlefs  thefe  fymptoms  foon  dif- 
appear,  the  child  goes  off  in  a con- 
vulfion.  But  if  they  are  prefently 
removed,  the  infant  is  as  fuddenly 
well ; but  th^y  generally  return  again, 
and  have  in  feveral  inftances  proved 
fatal. 

The  remedy  confifts  in  nothing 
more  than  bringing  the  tongue  into 
its  proper  place,  and  if  the  infant 
be  fuckled,  putting  it  immediately 
to  the  bread:,  which  will  give  the 
tongue  a natural  diredlion.  Should 
the  child  be  brought  up  by  hand,  the 
tongue  fhould  be  watched  for  fome 
time,  at  lead:  till  the  bleeding  fhall 
be  (lopped ; the  complaint  taking 
place  only  in  confequence  of  that 
being  confiderable,  fo  as  to  become 
an  inducement  to  the  infant  to  con- 
tinue fucking  at  the  part. 
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When  thefe  veins  are  adlually 
woundecli  the  danger,  it  has  been 
faid,  is  confiderable ; but  the  means 
of  cure  are  very  fimple.  They  con- 
lift  only  of  a piece  of  ivory,  in  the 
form  of  a Ihort  fork ; the  prongs  of 
which  Ihould  be  fo  placed  , as  to  prefs 
againft  the  apertures  in  the  veins,  and 
the  other /end.  again  ft  the  inlide  of  the. 
lower  jaw,  and  Ihould  therefore  be 
broad  and  fomewhat  convex,  that  it 
-may  keep  its  place. 


Bleeding  of  //j<?Nose. 

TThis  complaint  was  hinted  in  the 
chapter  on  Sneezing,  and  is  likewife 
met  with  amongft  old  writers ; I lhall 
therefore  beftow.a  few  words  upon  it, 
though  it  is  not  often  of  much  con- 
fequence,  I believe,  before  the  age  of 
puberty. 

•If 
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If  a child  be  feverilh,  or  otherwife 
unwell,  the  bleeding  is  often  a mere 
fymptom  arifing  from  the  complaint 
under  which  it  labours,  and  will  difap- 
pear  upon  that  being  properly  treated. 
But  a bleeding  at  the  nofe  fometimes 
takes  place  in  the  healthiefl;  children, 
the  vefTels  of  this  part  being  weaker 
than  thofe  which  are  covered  by  the 
true  fkin,  and  often  afford  a falutary 
outlet,  in  cafe  of  fiiinefs  of  blood, 
and  therefore  ufually  contrail  when 
the  intention  of  nature  is  anfwered ; 
after  which,  a dofe  or  two  of  cooling 
phyfic  fhould  be  given.  But  it  may 
be  fometimes  neceffary  to  draw  a little 
cold  water  up  the  nofe,  to  which  fomc 
vinegar  may  be  added,  and  to  com- 
prefs  the  noflril  from  which  the  blood 
flows ; alfo  to  apply  fome  thing  cold 
to  the  upper  part  of  the  back,  and 
confine  the  patient  as  much  as  may 
be  to  an  upright  pofture.  Should  thefe 
K 2 little 
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little  remedies  fail,  the  head  and  hands 
may  be  bathed  with  cold  vinegar 
and  water,  and  the  noftrils  be  Hop- 
ped up  with  doflils  of  lint,  which  up- 
on urgent  occafions  muft  be  dipped 
in  warmed,  oil  of  turpentine,  or  other 
Hyptic  liquor,  and  muft  extend  to  the 
pofterior  parts  opening  into  the  throat. 
The  laft  means  will  almoft  always 
fucceed  ; but  if  otherwife,  fome  blood 
fhould  be  taken  from  the  arm,  if  the 
pulfe  does  not  forbid;  the  feet  be 
immerfed  in  warm  water,  or  the  hands 
in  cold ; and  the  body  kept  open  by 
manna,  and  cream  of  tartar;  and  the 
patient  ftiould  live  for  a long  time 
pretty  much  upon  whey,  vegetables 
and  milk,  at  leaft,  ftiould  not  dine 
wholly  upon  animal  food. — In  the  in- 
termediate days  of  purging,  the  tefta- 
ceous  powders,  and  tindlure  of  catechu 
may  be  taken ; and  in  fome  inftances 
the  bark  will  be  proper. 


Bleeding 
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. Bleeding  from  the  Navel. 

T'he  navel  of  new-born  infants  is 
liable  to  feveral  diforders,  fome  of 
which  are  of  conliderable  importance ; 
but  I fpeak  in  this  chapter  only  of  the 
(lighter  ones.  Of  thefe,  one  is  an 
oozing  of  blood  from  the  part,  after 
an  unkindly  reparation  of'  the  cord,^ 
and  is  owing  to  the  fhooting  up  of  a 
foft  fungus,  which  prevents  the'flcin 
from  covering  the  divided  velTels  in 
the  manner  it  otherwife  does.  This 
rawnefs,  however,  • is  not  always  at- 
tended with  bleeding,  as  will  be  no- 
ticed in  the  next  chapter,  but  when 
it  is  fo,  it  has  fometimes  continued 
for  feveral  months,  and  in  fome  in- 
(tances,  in  fuch  quantity  as  to  prove 
alarming  to  the  friends  of  the  child, 
left  it  (hould  in  the  end  be  injurious 
K 3 to 
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to  its  health.  The  little  velTel  from 
whence  the  blood  iffues,  lies  always 
fo  deep  that  it  cannot  be  fecured  by 
ligature.  Nothing  further,  however, 
is  neceffary,  than  to  adapt  a proper 
comprefs,  and  fecure  it  by  a flicking 
plainer  and  bandage  ; which  fhould  be 
continued  for  two  or  three  weeks ; 
or  it  may  be  reftrained  merely  by  a 
fmall  doflil  of  lint,  and  crofs  flrips 
of  flicking  plaifter  applied  in  the 
nicinner  diredled  for  ruptures  at  this 
part. 

There  is,  indeed,  Another  kind  of 
bleeding  of  more  importance,  but  this 
feems  to  be  fympathetic,  and  is  atten- 
dant upon  infants  who  are  in  an  ill 
llate  of  health  during  the  month,  and 
is,  perhaps,  a bad  fign.  It  takes 
place  where  the  navel-firing  has  been 
apparently  well  healed ; but  the  fkin 
afterwards  gives  way,  and  the  bleed- 
ing is  much  more  confiderable  than 

in 
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in  the  former.  It  requires,  however, 
nothing  more  than  the  application  of 
a little  warmed  oil  of  turpentine,  or 
other  common  ftyptic,  with  proper 
comprefs  and  bandage.  The  bleeding 
not  appearing,  in  the  leaft,  to  be  cri- 
tical, ought  to  be  fupprefled  as  foon  as 
may  be,  and  whatever  complaint  the 
infant  may  labour  under,  be  treated  ac- 
cording to  its  kind. 

Soreness,  or  Ulceration  of  the  Navel. 

TT HE  care  of  this  part  has  been  fo  uni- 
formly fubmitted  to  nurfes,  that  un- 
Icfs  fome  very  unufual  complaint  has 
appeared,  medical  men  were  not  for- 
merly confulted.  On  this  account,  its 
diforders  have  rarely  been  mentioned 
by  writers,  nor  probably  have  all  the 
afteclions  to  which  it  is  liable  been 
known  to  them. 

K 4 
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The  reparation,  of  the  cord  is  the 
work  of  nature,  whofe  operations  are 
ufually  performed  in  the  beft  manner, 
and  time.  It  may  be  here  remarked, 
however,  that  in  regard  to  the  time 
there  is  confiderable  variety  ; a com- 
plete reparation  in  fome  inftances  tak^ 
ing  place  in  five  day's,  and  even  ear- 
lier; and  in  others,  not  till  the  fif- 
teenth, or  fixteenth.  When  fo  late, 
the  cord  is  ufually  found  to  hang  for 
fome  time  only  by  a very  fmall  fila- 
ment, or  thread  ; which  having  no  life 
remaining,  ought  to  be  divided.  For 
want  of  this,  a fource  of  irritation  and 
difcharge  is  kept  up,  which  I have  fuf- 
peded  being  the  caufe  of  fome  of  the 
little  diforders  of  this  part  now  to  be 
noticed.  In  the  laft  inftance  that  I 
met  with  of  a long  difcharge  from  the 
navel,  I afterwards  learned  that  the 
cord  had  been  in  the  above  fiate  for 

feverai 
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feveral  days,  and  had  not  dropped  off 
till  the  fifteenth. 

The  reparation  of  this  part,  how- 
ever, is  not  often  followed  by  much 
forenefs  or  pain,  though  there  is  fre- 
quently a true  ulcer  of  the  part.  The 
common  applications  of  a bit  of  linged 
linen  cloth,  a toafted  raifin,  and  duff- 
ing the  part  with  hair-powder,  or  the 
powder  of  cerufe,  are  ufually  fufficient 
for  the  common  forenefs  confequent 
upon  the  reparation  of  the  cord.  In 
fome  inftances,  however,  the  difcharge 
is  very  great,  and  the  part  continues 
to  appear  raw,  and  indifpofed  to  heal, 
or  dry  up.  In  fuch  cafes-,  I have  often 
found  three  or  four  fmall  pieces  of  a 
foft  cabbage  leaf  one  of  the  beft  appli- 
cations. They  fhould  be  laid  one  over 
another,  that  they  may  be  preferved 
moift  and  cool,  and  fhould  be  conti- 
nued as  long  as  the  difcharge  fliall  be 
confiderable. 


A MORE 
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A MORE  troublefome  cafe  is  that  of 
the  part  becoming  fore,  often  fome 
weeks  after  it  has  appeared  to  be  heal- 
ed j and  as  far  as  I have  feeiii  (unlefs^ 
in  fome  very  bad  cafes  prefently  to  be 
noticed,)  has  taken-  place  only  where 
the  Ikin  of  the  belly  has  extended  an 
unufual  way  on  the  cord,  occafioning, 
as  will  be  noticed  in  a fubfequent  chap- 
ter, a difpoiition  to  a rupture  at  the 
navel.  This  forenefs  is  like  wife  at- 
tended with  much  thin  difcharge, 
which  difappears  and  returns  irregu- 
larly, together  with  a raw  appearance 
of  the  part ; which  is  not  many  days 
in  the  fame  Hate.  The  bowels  are  in 
this  cafe  ufually  affedted,  and  fliould 
therefore  be  carefully  attended  to,  and 
proper  remedies  adminiftered  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  and  number  of  the 
ftools  ; the  part  being  at  the  fame  time 
covered  with  cabbage  leaves,  or  with 
a poultice  of  bread  and  milk,  or  of  the 

compound 
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compound  water  of  acetated  litharge, 
or  a decodlion  of  the  bark,  according 
as  it  may  be  healed,  or  otherwife ; and 
the  raw  part  touched,  now  and  then, 
with  the  nitrated  filver,  blue  vitriol,  or 
powder  of  calamine-ftone,  as  its  ap- 
pearance, and  the  quantity  of  difcharge 
may  fuggeft. 

By  one  or  other  of  thefe  means,  I 
have  always  found  it  get  well,  but 
fometimes  not  in  lefs  than  five  or  fix 
weeks,  and  then  has  ufually  dried  up 
fuddenly ; until  which  time  the  infant 
has  feldom  thriven  properly.  In  feve- 
ral  recent  inftances,  however,  I have 
enclofed  the  raw  part  in  a ligature ; 
and  this  method  has  ufually  removed 
the  complaint  in  a couple  of  days  ; and 
feems  therefore  to  be  always  preferable 
where  it  can  be  eifedled. 

But  there  is  a much  more  alarming 
ulceration,  which  like  the  former,  takes 
place  fome  time  after  the  part  has  been 

properly 


124  Sorenefs,  or  Ulceration  of  ihe  Navel. 

properly  healed,  and  is,  probably,  al- 
ways the  confequence  of  fome  other 
illnefs,  or  general  debility  of  the  in- 
fant. In  fuch  cafes,  the  fore  has  been 
found  to  fpread  over  a great  part  of  the 
belly,  and  even  to  mortify.  Here  very 
little  can  be  done,  I believe ; all  the 
inftances  but  one,  that  I have  known 
any  thing  of,  having  proved  fatal,  not 
fo  much  from  the  local  affedlion,  or 
tender  age  of  the  fubjedt,  as  from  the 
original  caufe  of  the  gangrene. 

Whatever  is  found  proper  in  a 
fimilar  ftate  of  parts  on  other  occa- 
hons,  Ihould  be  made  trial  of,  fuch 
as  fomentations,  poultices,  and  a li- 
beral exhibition  of  the  bark  and  cor- 
dials; under  the  ufe  of  which,  how- 
ever, the  infant  rarely  furvives  long 
enough  to  afford  a due  trial  of  their 
effedts.  They  have,  however,  fuc- 
ceeded  lately  in  one  inftance. 

Unkindly 
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String. 

TThe  uncommonnefs  of  the  appear- 
ance here  intended  may  be  offered  as 
a reafon  for  noticing  it,  as  it  can 
require  but  little  if  any  medical  af- 
fiftance.  I have  only  once  feen  fuch 
a cafe ; and  being  at  a lofs  what  turn 
it  might  talce,  it  is  imagined,  the  rea- 
der may  not  be  difpleafed  with  this 
account  of  the  probable  refult. 

The  cafe  is  hinted  at  under  the 
article  of  hepartomphalos ; and  the 
fubje<fl  of  it  was  born  in  the  Britijh 
Lying-in  hofpital,  where  the  navel- 
firing was  tied  in  the  ordinary  man- 
ner, about  three  inches  from  the 
child’s  body.  But  inflead  of  fepara- 
ting  clofe  to  it  as  ufual,  only  the  part 
enclofed  by  the  ligature  decayed ; the 

portion 
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portion  below  it  preferving  its  former 
appearance,  except  that  it  was  a little 
fhrunk  or  fhortened : fome  unufual 
veflel,  it  is  probable,  keeping  up  the 
life  of  the  part.  In  this  ftate  it  re- 
mained for  fome  days  before  the  nurfe 
made  mention  of  it  to  any  onej  and 
as  it  afterwards  appeared  probable  it 
would  gradually  fhrink  away,  no  par- 
ticular dircdions  were  given;  but  it 
was  purpofed  in  a few  days,  to  tie 
the  cord  clofe  to  the  belly,  if  that 
Ihould  not  be  rendered  needlefs  by  its 
becoming  dry,  and  dropping  off  in 
the  ufual  manner. 

When  the  child  was  near  three 
weeks  old,  the  cord  appeared  a little 
raw  and  moift,  and  the  ligature  was 
then  determined  upon;  but  the  mo- 
ther being  called  to  a place  as  wet- 
nurfe  to  a great  diflance,  left  the 
hofpital  fuddenly,  the  remaining  cord 
being  ftill  a living  part,  but  only  half 

an 
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an  inch  in  length,  and  the  child  very- 
healthy. 


Ruptures. 

^M^uptures  may  take  place  in  diffe- 
rent parts,  but  they  ufually  appear  at 
the  navel,  or  the  groin.  . That  of  the 
navel  is  fometimes  complicated  with 
the  ventral,  or  belly  rupture,  near  to 
this  part,  and  is  occafioned  by  the  re- 
paration of  the  ftrait  mufcles,  the 
ftrong  tendon,  called  linea  alba,  being 
there  deficient ; for  want  of  which  the 
parts  are  too  weak  to  confine  their 
contents  : but  this  rupture  feldom  ex- 
tends far  above  or  below  the  navel. 
The  fimple  navel-rupture  is  a very 
common  complaint^  which  if  imme- 
diately attended ' to,  is  cafily  cured, 
perhaps  merely  by  the  ufe  of  the  cold- 
bath  : but  if  neglecffed,  may  prove 

trou- 
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troublefome  as  the  child  grows  up ; 
efpecially  to  females.  It  will  be  fooner 
cured,  however,  if  treated  like  the 
bleeding  of  this  part,  by  adapting  a 
pyramidical  comprefs,  made  of  round 
pieces  of  good  fticking-plaifter,  fpread 
upon  thin  leather,  with  pieces  of  card 
placed  between  them ; or  what  is  more 
ealily  prepared,  and  is  adapted  to  poor 
people,  a j^iece  of  bees- wax  as  broad 
as  a {hilling,  and  half  an  inch  thick: 
the  upper  part  of  it  may  be  round, 
and  the  other  flat,  which  fhould  be 
placed  on  the  navel.  But  if  the  child 
be  a twelvemonth  old,  thefe  remedies 
will  then  require  a pretty  tight  ban- 
dage round  the  w'afte;  and  fuch  a 
compreflion,  I have  frequently  obfcrv- 
cd  nurfes  afraid  of,  who  often  loofcii 
the  bandage  fo  much  as  to  render  it 
of  very  little  ufe.  On  this  account, 
I have  for  feveral  years  recommended 
the  late  Mr.  SctyiRE’s  elaftic  bandage, 

which 
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■which  if  this  rupture  be  complicated 
with  the  ventral,  or  belly  rupture, 
becomes  the  more  necelfary ; and  fit- 
ting quite  hollow  on  the  fides,  and 
making  no  kind  of  comprefiion  but  on 
the  part  affected,  and  the  oppofite 
point  of  the  back,  perfedlly  anfwers 
the  end,  without  the  help  of  a fur- 
geon,  and  generally  in  three  or  four 
months.  A lefs  expenfive  method, 
however,  has  been  lately  contrived, 
of  bringing  the  parts  together  by 
means  of  three  or  four  (trips  of  adhe- 
five  plaifter,  applied  (tar-wife,  acrofs 
the  navel,  which  fhould  be  renewed, 
when  they  get  loofe;  and  has  been  found 
to  fucceed  in  feveral  inltances. — It 
has  been  faid,  that  fiartings  of  the 
navel  more  commonly  happen  to  fuch 
infants,  in  whom  the  (kin  of  the  belly 
has  extended  further  than  is  common 
upon  the  navel-(tring ; on  which  ac- 
count, nurfes  ought  to  be  particularly 
VOL.  II.  L careful 
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careful  in  fuch  inftances,  and  keep  the 
part  more  than  ordinarily  confined. 

Ruptures  at  the  groin  are  of  more 
confequence,  yet  may  be  fafely  left 
without  a bandage,  efpecially  as  the 
cold-bath  alone  generally  cures  them 
when  they  happen  to  children  before 
they  go  alone.  In  early  infancy,  there 
is  likewife  fome  difficulty  in  retaining 
the  trufs  on  the  part,  and  it  is  con- 
tinually liable  to  be  wetted.  If  a rup- 
ture, however,  fliould  be  very  large, 
and  the  infant  unufually  fretful  and 
crying,  recourfe  may  be  had  to  a fteel- 
trufs ; to  which  it  will  be  neceflary  to 
pay  fome  attention,  left  it  flip  out  of 
its  place,  or  the  rupture  fall  down, 
and  be  bruifed  by  the  pad.  After 
two  years  of  age,  indeed,  when  chil- 
dren begin  to  take  more  exercife,  the 
ufe  of  the  trufs  Teems  to  be  abfolutely 
necelTary,  of  which  thofe  made  of  fteel 
as  improved  by  Mr.  Soy  ire,  are  in- 

com- 
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comparably  the  bed. — Should  the  cure 
of  either  kind  of  rupture  proceed  flow- 
ly,  cold-bathing  will  aflift  it,  as  well 
as  be  proper,  for  fome  months,  after 
leaving  olF  the  bandage  or  trufs. 

Lastly,  it  may  be  prudent  to  drop 
a word  or  two  on  the  ftrangulated,  or 
confined  rupture;  which  is  more  apt 
to  take  place  in  the  groin  than  in  any 
other  part,  though,  happily,  it  is  not 
very  common  in  children.  It  will  be 
fufficient  to  repeat  here  the  obferva- 
tion  made  in  the  chapter  on  vomiting, 
that  when  any  part  of  the  bowel  is 
ftrangulated,  the  ftomach  will  fre- 
quently eje(fi:  every  thing  that  is  put 
into  it,  and  (hould,  therefore,  furnifh 
a fufpicion  of  fuch  an  accident,  and 
lead  to  an  immediate  examination  of 
the  parts.  Should  the  flighteft  ap- 
pearances of  tumour  and  heat  be  dif- 
covered,  the  afiiftance  of  a good  fiir- 
geon  Ihould  be  immediately  fought 
L 2 for. 
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for.  But  if  fuch  help  be  at  a great 
diftance,  a purging  clyfter  with  oil 
may  in  the  mean  time  be  thrown  up  ; 
and  a proper  dofe  of  fenna-tea,  or  of 
the  purging  fait  be  immediately  taken, 
with  a few  drops  of  laudanum,  fuit- 
able  to  the  age  of  the  child.  When 
ftools  have  been  procured,  a poultice 
of  bread  and  milk,  or  of  the  acetated 
water  of  litharge  may  be  applied  to  the 
, part,  only  very  moderately  warm. 


Watery-Rupture. 

TThis  is  a diftention  of  the  purfe  of  a 
nature  fimilar  to  the  watery-rupture  of 
adults,  and  W'hen  it  falls  to  the  fliare  of 
infants,  I believe,,  ufually  appears  at 
the  birth.  It  is  frequently  miflaken 
by  midwdves  and  nurfes  for  a common 
rupture,  who  therefore  advife  a linen 
bandage  to  be  applied  in  the  ordinary 

manner. 
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manner.  It  is,  however,  eafily  dif- 
tinguilhed  from  that  complaint,  by  the 
tumour  being  tranfparent ; without 
pain ; and  from  not  retiring  upon  pref- 
fure,  nor  being  increafed  by  the  cry- 
ing of  the  infant. 

Though  it  has  been  thought  always 
to  appear  at  the  birth,  and  that  the  tu- 
mour does  not  retire  upon  preffure,  I 
think  I have  lately  feen  fome  inftances 
where  it  has  been  otherwife.  In  one, 
I had  occafion  to  examine  the  parts 
very  attentively  at  the  birth,  on  ac- 
count of  a little  mal-conformation  of 
another  kind,  and  neither  then,  nor 
the  next  morning  faw  any  appearance 
of  water ; nor  W'as  it  difeovered  by  the 
nurfe  or  mother  till  fix  weeks  after- 
wards, though  the  parts,  for  the  rea- 
fon  above  mentioned,  w'ere  frequently 
examined.  About  this  time  I w'as  fent 
for  in  halte,  on  account  of  the  appear- 
ance of  a large  rupture,  w hich,  how- 
L 3 ever. 
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ever,  by  the  mother’s  report,  was  be- 
fore I got  there  greatly  diminifhed. 
The  part,  neverthelefs,  contained,  as 
I imagine,  near  a table  fpoonful  of  wa- 
ter, and  was  from  this  time  diftended 
in  different  degrees,  as  the  water  hap- 
pened to  retire,  more  or  lefs,  through 
the  mufcular  ring  (as  it  is  called)  above, 
which  I apprehend  muft  have  been 
preternaturally  open ; though  no  por- 
tion of  the  caul,  nor  bowel,  I believe, 
ever  defeended.  The  complaint,  how- 
ever, difappeared  in  a few  weeks,  by 
only  dalhing  the  parts  with  cold  wa- 
ter, three  or  four  times  a day. — This 
infant  was  a twin ; and  it  is  remark- 
able, that  the  other  had  likewife  a wa- 
tery-rupture,  which  was  not  difeovered 
for  three  weeks  after  the  former ; but 
■was  much  fmaller,  and  got  well  by  only 
the  like  gentle  treatment. 

This  kind  of  rupture  in  infants,  is  a 
harmlefs  complaint,  and  would  pro- 
bably 
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bably  always  difappear  of  itfelf  in  the 
courfe  of  a few  months ; but  may  much 
fooner  be  difperfed  by  fome  aftringent 
lotion.  The  water  of  acetated  ammo- 
nia has  fucceeded  with  me  perfedly 
well,  and  I have  fometimes  made  ufe 
of  compreffes  wetted  in  vinegar  and 
water,  with  the  addition  of  a little  fpi- 
rit,  as  the  fkin  has  been  able  to  bear 
it.  The  fmoke  of  burning  gum  ben- 
jamin received  upon  flannel,  and  ap- 
plied to  the  part,  is  likewife  a good 
remedy.  But  the  fpeediefl:  method  is 
to  puncture  the  bottom  of  the  tumour 
with  the  point  of  a lancet ; which,  as 
it  may  always  be  done  with  perfedt 
fafety,  and  with  very  little,  and  only  a 
momentary  pain  to  the  child,  is  often 
preferred  by  the  parent,  as  it  inflantly 
removes  a blemilh  which  cannot  but 
be  unpleafant,  whenever  any  other 
perfon  may  chance  to  be  witnefs  to  it. 
In  whatever  way  the  water  be  gotten 
L 4 rid 
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rid  of,  I never  knew  it  return,  nor  the 
child  fuffer  any  confequent  inconve- 
nience ; though  the  complaint  is  fo 
common  that  I have  feen  it  in  many 
fcore  inftances,  and  cured  in  different 
ways. 

Windy-Rupture. 

KLaving  never  feen  the  complaint, 
(though  often  mentioned  by  old  writ- 
ers and  nurfes)  and  conceiving  that  the 
preceding  diforder  muff  have  been 
miftaken  for  it,  I Ihould  not  have  no- 
ticed it,  but  in  the  view  that  nothing 
relating  to  infantile  complaints  might 
be  overlooked.  Should  the  purfe, 
however,  be.really  diftended  with  wind, 
a piece  of  cotton,  fumigated  with  gum 
maftic  may  be  applied  twice  a day, 
and  the  part  embrocated  with  the  com- 
pound water  of  acetated  litharge,  with 

the 
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'the  addition  of  a fmall  portion  of  cam- 
phorated fpirit ; and  be  fupported  with 
a proper  bandage. 


Retention  of  the  Testicles* 

C3ne,  or  both  of  the  tefticles,  in  fome 
inftances,  remain  in  the  body  of  in- 
fants at  their  birth,  and  then  a tu- 
mour appears  in  one,  or  both  groins, 
forming  another  affedtion  refembling 
a rupture,  and  is  noticed  -on  that  ac- 
count. As  the  application  of  a fteel- 
trufs,  or,  indeed,  any  other  bandage, 
might  here  be  attended  with  bad,  if 
not  fatal  confequences,  it  is  of  im- 
portance that  parents  fhould  confult 
fome  medical  perfon,  whenever  they 
fufpecl:  a rupture. 

This  complaint  being  generally  ow- 
ing to  a preternatural  ftridlure  of  the 
mufcular  ring  (before  mentioned) 

through 
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through  which  the  tefticles  fliould  pafs, 
or  to  a want  of  due  acflion  in  the  cre- 
mafter,  or  guide,  which  ought  to  con- 
duct them  down,  I have  nothing  ta  re- 
commend, unlefs  it  be  in  a negative 
w’ay,  to  forbid  any  rude  handling  of  the 
part,  or  attempts  of  the  nurfe  to  force 
them  into  the  purfe.  If  any  thing  of 
this  kind  fhould  be  necelTary,  it  ought 
to  be  done  by  another  hand.  In  the 
courfe  of  a few  weeks,  or  months, 
however,  the  obftacle,  of  whatever 
kind,  ufually  gives  way ; though  fome- 
times,  indeed,  the  part  remains  con- 
fined through  life,  and  its  unnatural 
pofition  is  certainly  attended  with  fome 
inconveniences,  and  a greater  chance 
of  injury  to  the  parts  ; of  which  I have 
feen  more  than  one  inftance  in  adults. 
Should  inflammation  take  place,  in 
confequence  of  any  accident,  during 
infancy,  every  proper  means  of  coun-  » 
tera(fl;ing  it  fliould  be  immediately  had 

recourfc 
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recourfe  to,  fuch  as  gentle  laxative  me- 
dicines, and  embrocations  and  cooling 
poultices,  made  of  the  compound  wa- 
ter of  acetated  litharge. 


Tumefaction  of  the  Prepuce, 

TThis  little  complaint,  like  the  wa- 
ter)'-rupture,  arifes  from  extravafated 
water,  and  is  a partial  dropfy  of  the 
fkin,  and  if  it  be  not  attended  with  in- 
flammation, norowing  to  a ftone  flick- 
ing in  the  paflage,  as  it  fometimes  is, 
it  never  proves  of  any  confequence, 
and  is  mentioned  chiefly  becaufe  it  is 
always  alarming  to  parents.  It  is 
fometimes  preceded  by  a copious  dif- 
charge  from  the  part,  of  a thick  but 
foft  conflftence,  refembling  a ftrong 
lather  of  foap,  or  the  froth  of  milk, 
which  difappears  as  foon  as  the  tume- 
fadlion  fublides. 


The 
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The  part  may  be  wafhed  frequently 
with  the  compound  water  of  acetated 
litharge,  or  be  wrapped  up  in  a poul- 
tice of  that  kind,  and  the  body  be 
kept  open,  which  ufually  removes  the 
complaint  in  two  or  three  days  ; but  if 
it  fhould  not,  the  part  might  be  lightly 
fcarified,  and  afterwards  fomented. 
Should  it  arife  from  inflammation,  as 
ill  the  infantile  eryfipelas,  the  inflam- 
matory caufe  mufl;  be  properly  treated. 
If  from  a ftone  in  the  palTage,  the  ftone 
muft  be  extradled,  if  wdthin  reach,  or 
if  otherwife,  it  fhould  be  forced  back 
into  the  bladder. 


Falling-down  of  the  Gut. 

This  is  a defeent  of  the  internal  coat 
of  the  lower  bowel,  (this  coat  being 
much  longer  than  the  others,  and  full 
of  folds)  and  is  either  owing  to  its  lax- 

ity. 
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ity,  or  to  irritation.  It  is  no  uncom- 
mon complaint,  nor  ufually  difficult  of 
cure,  being  generally  a fymptom  of 
fome  other,  fuch  as  worms,  or  other 
foulnefs  of  the  bowels,  or  has  been  in- 
duced by  rough  purges,  a loofenefs. 
Ions:  coftivenefs,  a ftone  in  the  blad- 
dcr,  or  other  irritating  caufe,  and  is 
ufually  preceded  by  a needing ; to  each 
of  which  the  proper  remedy  muft  be 
applied,  or  the  cure  of  the  defcent  will 
be  attempted  in  vain. 

But  if  the  complaint  lliould  remain, 
after  the  irritating  caufe  has  been  re- 
moved, it  will  then  depend  merely 
upon  a relaxation  of  the  part,  arifing 
from  the  long  habit  of  defcending  every 
time  the  child  has  gone  to  ftool,  and 
is,  in  general,  eafily  cured*  by  an 
aftringent  lotion.  To  this  end,  a coin- 
prefs  of  cotton,  or  foft  tow,  wrung  out 
of  the  dregs  of  red  wine,  to  which 
may  be  added  a few  drops  of  the  w'ater 

of 
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of  acetated  litharge,  fliould  be  often 
applied,  and  fecured  by  a linen  ban- 
dage, fo  as  to  make  a firm  compref- 
fion  on  the  part ; or  a comprefs  may 
be  fprinkled  with  fine  powder  of  myrrh, 
frankincenfe,  and  dragon’s  blood,  or 
impregnated  with  the  fmoke  of  tur- 
pentine caft  on  burning  coals.  Should 
thefe  means  fail,  fuppofitories  may  be 
made  of  pow'der  of  balauftines,  red 
rofe  leaves,  and  oak-bark,  in  honey, 
and  introduced  into  the  bowel,  after 
going  to  ftool. — It  may  be  found  ex- 
pedient to  have  the  part  fupported  at 
fuch  times,  by  a fervant  placing  a fin- 
ger on  each  fide  the  gut : but  this  cau- 
tion will  not  be  neceflary  unlefs  the 
complaint  have  been  of  long  Handing, 
or  the  defcent  be  confiderable. 

When  this  is  the  cafe,  aftringent  fo- 
mentations and  injedlions  will  alfo  be- 
come neceflary.  Thefe  may  be  made 
of  a dccodion  of  oak-bark,  which 

mufl 
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inufl:  fometimes  be  rendered  more  pow- 
erful, by  the  addition  of  a little  alum  ; 
the  quantity  of  which  Ihould  be  in- 
creafed  as  the  part  may  be  able  to 
■bear  it. 

Children  affecfted  with  this  com- 
plaint fhould  always  fit  on  a hard,  fiat- 
bottomed  flool,  or  a chair  without 
arms,  and  of  fuch  a height  that  their 
feet  may  not  touch  the  ground. — For 
children  of  eight  or  ten  years  old,  who 
take  much  exercife,  recourfe  may  be 
had  to  Mr.  Gooch’s  fufpenfory  as  im- 
proved by  Mr.  Savigny,  inftead  of  the 
linen  bandage  above  recommended. 


Discharges  from  the  Vagina. 

T*  HESE  are  either  bloody,  mucous,  or 
purulent,  refembling  matter. — As  I 
fpeak  profelTedly  only  of  appearances 
before  the  age  of  puberty,  I have 

merely 
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merely  to  remark  on  the  firft,  that  fe- 
male infants  have  fometimes  fuch  a 
difcharge  a few  days  after  birth,  which 
appears  to  be  of  no  confequence. 
Should  it,  however,  on  any  account, 
be  thought  neceflary  to  attend  to  it,  a 
little  teftaceous  powder,  or  magnefia, 
according  to  the  ftate  of  the  bowels, 
will  be  fufficient,  as  it  always  difap- 
pears  in  a few  days. 

Children  of  five  or  fix  years  old, 
are  fubjecfi:  to  a mucous  difcharge,  re- 
fembling  the  genuine  whites  of  adults, 
which  will  in  fome  inftances  be  in  an 
ei^ceflive  quantity,  fo  as  to  run  through 
all  their  clothes ; and  is  fometimes, 
though  rarely,  tinged  with  blood.  If 
it  were  fuffered  to  continue,  it  would 
probably  injure  the  health,  but  I be- 
lieve may  always  be  cured,  by  one  or 
other  of  the  means  recommended  for 
the  next,  which  may  be  called  a puru- 
lent difcharge. 


This 
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This  is  alfo  no  uncommon  com- 
plaint in  children  of  three  or  four 
years  old,  and  is  then,  in  general, 
eafily  removed  by  a little  cooling  phy- 
fic,  and  keeping  the  parts  perfedtly 
clean.  I have  fometimes  made  ufe  of 
a lotion  of  the  compound  water  of 
acetated  litharge,  which  I believe  is 
preferable  to  moft  others,  if  had  re- 
courfe  to  in  the  commencement  of  the 
complaint;  and  if  there  be  any  exco- 
riations, they  fhould  be  covered  with 
the  ointment  of  acetated  cerus,  fpread 
upon  linen,  or  lint. 

When  the  purulent  difcharge  makes 
its  appearance  much  later,  as  it  not 
unfrequently  does,  and  is  much  dif- 
coloured,  and  fetid,  it  gives  rife  to 
a fufpicion  which  parents  or  guardians 
cannot  be  too  cautious  of.  There  are, 
indeed,  inftances  of  little  girls,  not 
more  than  fix  years  old,  being  injured^ 
and  it  is  of  confequence  to  make  a 

VOL.  II.  M judicious 
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judicious  difcrimination ; but  there 
are  on  the  other  hand,  inftances  of 
a very  fufpicious  appearance,  as  late 
as  the  age  of  thirteen  or  fourteen, 
where  no  injury  could  be  received 
without  the  confent  of  the  party,  who 
is  generally  perfedly  innocent,  and 
where,  therefore,  the  leaft  fufpicion 
would  be  very  diftrefiing  to  her,  and 
might  make  a whole  family  miferable. 

Discharges  with  the  worft  appear- 
ances are  frequently  carried  off  in 
eight  or  ten  days,  merely  by  the  treat- 
ment above  recommended ; but  I have 
feen  fome  cafes  in  the  youngeft  fub- 
jedls,  of  a bad  habit  of  body,  where 
mercury,  as  a deobftruent,  has  proved 
ufefulj  though  I could  not  have  the 
leaft  fufpicion  of  a venereal  taint.  In 
fuch  cafes,  I have  found  Ward’s 
white  drop  a more  convenient  medi- 
cine than  any  other  preparation  of 
mercury : it  may  be  given  in  the  dofe 

of 
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of  half  a drop,  and  may  by  degrees, 
be  increafed  to  two  and  even  three 
drops,  once  or  twice  a day,  for  two 
or  three  weeks.  But  where  this  has 
failed,  I have  only  to  add,  that  I have 
been  always  able  to  fucceed  by  giving 
a decodtion  of  the  bark,  wdth  balfam 
of  copaiba  diflblved  with  yelk  of  egg, 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  ihop ; 
which  is  alfo  an  admirable  medicine 
in  the  w^hites  of  adults. 


On  the  Venom  of  Insects,  and  . 
^certain  Animals. 

T'hough  the  following  accidents,  like 
fome  others  before  mentioned,  are  not 
confined  to  any  age,  they  are,  at  Icaft, 
more  formidable  when  they  fall  to  the 
lot  of  little  children.  On  this  ac- 
count, it  may  not  be  improper  to 
recommend  fome  fuitable  antidote 
M 2 againfl: 
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againft  the  bite,  or  fting  of  venom- 
ous infedls,  particularly  the  wafp, 
gnat,  and  other  flies ; efpecially  as 
they  happen  frequently  to  children  in 
the  country  at  a diftance  from  medical 
help,  and  often  alarm  parents  exceed- 
ingly. Indeed,  for  the  mofl:  venom- 
ous, fuch  help  can  rarely  be  had  be- 
fore confiderable  inflammation  has 
taken  place;  after  which  it  will  take 
its  courfe,  and  will  continue,  if  occa- 
floned  by  a gnat,  three  days,  and  by 
fome  other  infecfls,  for  fix ; though 
the  tormenting  itching  may  be  allayed 
much  fooner  by  the  means  of  proper 
applications.  If  the  bite  fliould  be  on 
the  eye-lid,  the  infide  of  the  lip,  or 
ear,  very  troublefome  fymptoms  m.ay 
follow,  and  the  infant  will  be  vexed 
by  it  exceedingly. 

In  the  abfence  of  better  remedies, 
the  firft  application  may  be,  of  the 
ftrongeft  fpirit  at  hand,  three  parts, 

two 
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two  of  vinegar,  and  one  of  fvveet-oil ; 
taking  care  it  do  not  get  into  the  eyes. 
But  as  foon  as  may  be,  the  following 
Ihould  be  applied  very  frequently ; 
which  will  check  the  progrefs  of  the 
venom,  and  allay  the  pain  and  itching 
immediately. 

Of  camphorated  fpirit,  a table-fpoonful. 

Of  diftilled  vinegar,  and  of  laudanum, 
each  a tea-fpoonful ; 

to  which,  if  the  injury  be  not  too 
near  the  mouth,  may  be  added  twenty 
drops  of  the  water  of  acetated  litharge. 

The  bite  of  the  common  bug  which 
infefts  crouded  places,  not  only  oc- 
calions  a tormenting  itching  in  chil- 
dren of  a very  delicate  Ikin,  and  in 
certain  grown  people  newly  come 
from  open  villages,  but  will  alfo  fome- 
times  raife  blifters  as  large  as  pigeons 
eggs,  and  will  inflame  the  parts  for 
feveral  days.  A very  good  applica- 
tion is  vinegar  with  a fmall  quantity 
M 3 of 
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of  olive-oil,  and  a few  drops  of  lau- 
danum : oil  alone  would  rather  in- 
creafe  the  lize  of  the  blifters.  But  the 
beft  application,  I believe,  for  the 
fling  of  any  of  the  above  mentioned 
infedls  where  the  inflammation  extends 
far,  is  ice,  which  immediately  takes 
off  the  heat  and  itching,  and  fhould 
be  repeated  for  half  an  hour  at  a time, 
every  three  or  four  hours,  as  long  as 
may  be  neceflary. — For  the  highly  ve- 
nomous bite  of  the  viper,  the  imme- 
diate application  of  olive-oil  is  the 
well-known,  and  certain  remedy;  as 
well  as  the  internal  exhibition  of  the 
volatile  alcali.  To  this  end,  a tea- 
fpoonfull  of  the  compound  fpirit  of 
ammonia,  may  be  given  in  two  or 
three  table  fpoonsfull  of  water,  with  a 
bit  of  loaf-fugar,  three  or  four  times 
a day,  to  children  of  eight  or  ten  years 
of  age. 


Under 
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Under  the  painful  imprcflions  of  an 
awful  accident  that  happened  in  my 
own  family,  fome  years  ago,  at  the 
time  I was  engaged  in  this  part  of  the 
work,  (though,  I thank  God,  the 
alarm  terminated  happily,)  I cannot 
avoid  dropping  a few  words  on  the 
envenomed  bite  of  morbidly  enraged 
ANIMALS.  It  is  not  my  intention, 
how^ever,  to  advert  to  the  peculiar 
nature  of  this  moft  malignant  poifon, 
nor  to  enum.erate  the  many  deceitful 
remedies  that  have  been  at  different 
times  propofed  with  an  air  of  infalli- 
bility ; fince  dwelling  long  on  this  un- 
pleafant  fubjed:  would  ill  accord  with 
a trad  of  this  kind.  Nor  is  it  my 
defign  to  propofe ' any  new  remedy, 
but  rather  to  lament,  that  the  beft 
preventives  fhould  be  fo  ill  attended 
to,  particularly  amongft  the  inferiour 
clafs  of  people,  to  whom  this  dreadful 
accident  happens  oftener  than  to  the 
M 4 rich. 
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rich.  And  on  this  account,  as  well  as 
the  fubjedl  being  rarely  treated  of,  and 
feldom  falling  in  the  way  of  any  but 
medical  people,  (who  are  often  con- 
fulted  too  late)  it  is  hoped,  the  inten- 
tion will  apologize  for  obtruding  a 
friendly  caution  in  this  place.  For, 
after  a good  deal  of  experience,  and 
much  inquiry  and  reading  on  this 
fubjedt,  I am  confident,  that  nothing 
ought,  in  any  inftance,  to  be  depended 
upon,  but  taking  out  the  injured  parts, 
by  the  knife  or  cauftic,  or  both  ; which 
if  duly  and  timely  eftedled,  cannot  fail 
to  prevent  every  evil  apprehended.  But 
whenever  the  fituation  of  the  wound 
may  not  admit  of  going  deep  enough 
to  infure  fuccefs,  or  too  much  time 
may  already  have  elapfed,  the  ftronger 
mercurial  ointment  ought  to  be  rubbed 
in  very  freely,  fo  as  to  raife  a faliva- 
tion ; which  has  not  only  been  thought 
to  have  proved  an  eifedlual  preventive, 

but 
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but  to  have  alfo  fucceeded  even  where 
evident  fymptoms  of  infedion  had 
taken  place. 

It  may  not  be  fuperfluous  to  fubjoin 
the  following  dirediohs,  and  efpecially 
as  the  firfl;  may  not  be  ill  executed  by 
a parent,  or  other  prudent  perfon  at 
hand,  and  may  be  of  great  importance 
if  done  as  foon  as  polTible  after  the  in- 
jury has  been  received. 

Let  the  wound  and  the  furrounding 
parts  be  well  walked  with  lukewarm 
water,  to  take  off  the  Haver  as  much 
as  poffible. 

Let  the  wounded  flefh  be  then  in- 
ftantly  cut  out  with  a lharp  inftrument, 
or  cauterifed  with  hot  iron,  or  with 
fpirit  of  nitre,  or  vitriol,  (commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  aqua  fortis,  and 
oil  of  vitriol)  or  the  nitrated  lilver. 

Suppuration  will  be  accelerated, 
and  pain  alleviated,  by  filling  and  co- 
vering the  wound  with  a poultice  of 

bread 
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bread  and  milk  applied  luke-warm, 
and  renewed  every  four  hours. 

Let  the  furrounding  parts  be  then 
rubbed  with  the  ftrong  mercurial  oint- 
ment. If  the  danger  be  imminent, 
and  the  bites  deep,  or  numerous,  fali- 
vation  fhould  be  excited  as  foon  as 
poflible.  It  is  alfo  necelTary  in  this 
extremity,  to  cut  away,  burn,  or  cau- 
terize the  flefh  around  the  wound,  even 
although  it  fhould  appear  to  be  healed 
up.  It  is  certain,  that  the  wound 
opens,  when  the  dread  of  water,  makes 
its  appearance. 

I HAVE  only  to  add,  (what  it  is,  in- 
deed, a great  fatisfadlion  to  be  able  to 
fay,)  that,  dreadful  as  this  accident  is 
where  the  poifon  has  taken  elfed:,  it  is 
evident,  that  only  a very  fmall  pro- 
portion of  thofe  who  are  bitten  by  ani- 
mals adlually  enraged,  become  really  in- 
fedled.  Fortunately,  the  clothes  fome- 
times  prove  a defence,  by  wiping  off 

the 
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the  foam  from  the  animal’s  teeth ; at 
'Others,  it  does  not  happen  to  be  forced 
into  the  wound,  or  is  not  yet  polTelTed 
of  a poifonous  quality  ; or  laftly,  it  is 
not  abforbed,  or  the  fyftem  may  not 
be  in  a ftate  to  be  infedled.  Thefe 
aflertions  are  fupported  by  number- 
lefs  fadts,  though  much  lefs  frequent, 
perhaps,  in  London  than  in  fome  other 
parts,  efpecially  in  the  vicinity  of  large 
forefts  on  the  Continent,  where  fuch 
animals  are  very  commonly  met  with, 
and  often  wound  a great  number  of 
people. 

It  is,  doubtlefs,  the  uncertainty  of 
the  bad  confequences  of  fuch  injuries, 
.that  has  fupported  the  credit  of  many 
fallacious  remedies  on  this  melancholy 
occalion.  Encouraging,  therefore,  as 
the  above  circumftances  certainly  are, 
it  would,  indeed,  be  madnefs  to  con- 
fide in  them,  where  the  proper  remedy 
may  be  made  ufe  of  in  time ; and 

though 
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though  I {hould  wifh  to  conceal  rather 
than  fpread  thefe  acknowledged  fa(9:s, 
could  I think  they  would  have  fuch  an 
efFedl,  it  is  on  the  other  hand,  no  fmall 
fatisfadlion,  that  fuch  encouragement 
may  be  juftly  held  out  to  thofe  who 
may  be  under  any  alarm  for  themfelves 
or  their  friends. 

Complaints  mentioned  by  Antient 
Writers. 

I SHOULD  here  clofe  the  account  of 
Difeafes,  did  I not  meet  wdth  feveral 
others  recorded  under  obfolete  terms 
by  the  antients,  which  it  may  there- 
fore be  proper  briefly  to  notice  and 
explain.  Of  fome  I know'  nothing  but 
from  the  authors  own  account  of  them, 
or  that  they  are  needlefs  diftind:ions 
ofdifeafes  (already  fufficiently  noticed) 
which  the  antients  were  very  fond  of 
making,  efpecially  in  complaints  of 

the 
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the  fkin,  but  can  anfwer  no  pradlical 
end : of  the  others,  foine  further  ac- 
count will  be  given.  Such  are  Lentes^ 
Hifpiditas,  Achores,  Favus,  Pforoph- 
thalmia.  Impetigo,  Ranulte  or  Batrachos, 
Seriafis,  Parijihmia,  Parulis,  Injlatio, 
Crinones,  Malum  Pilare,  Phthiriafis, 
Hydroa,  Macies. 

The  fix  firfi:  are  afFe(fl;ions  of  the 
(kin,  or  of  the  eye-lids.  Achores  and 
Favus  are  a fort  of  Crufta-ladlea,  or 
milk-blotches,  fo  called  by  fome, 
when  of  a dark  colour,  or  ulcerated, 
and  extending  to  the  head,  and  Impe- 
tigo when  it  attacks  the  chin ; but  by 
others  the  term  Achores  is  applied  only 
to  adults.  The  Scald-head  alfo,  de- 
nominated Tinea  when  the  fcabs  have 
refembled  moth-holes  in  cloth,  and 
Favus  when  like  a honey-comb,  has 
been  by  fome  termed  Achores,  when 
the  difcharge  has  been  unufually  acri- 
monious. But  in  thefe  verbal  diftinc- 
tions  my  readers  will  find  themfelves 

very 
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very  little  interefted,  unlefs  they  fhould 
ferve  to  explain  certain  terms  met  with 
in  other  writers.  PJorophthalmia  is  con- 
fined to  the  eye-lids. 

Ranula  is  an  infar<5tion  of  the  glands 
under  the  tongue,  and  I believe,  is 
not  very  common  in  infants,  and  in- 
deed is  moftly  a complaint  confined  to 
particular  local  fituations.  I have  feen 
it,  however,  in  this  country,  in  adults, 
of  the  fize  of  the  largeft  walnut,  and 
it  then  becomes  very  troublefome,  both 
in  fpeaking  and  fwallowing.  When 
large  it  is  ufually  foft,  and  contains  a 
fluid,  and  fometimes  fandy  concre- 
tions. In  this  cafe,  it  needs  only  to 
be  opened,  and  to  be  cleared  of  thefe 
particles ; but  if  it  be  hard,  the  whole 
tumour  mufl  be  extirpated.  Seriajis 
is  a depreflion  of  the  fkull ; the  bones 
about  the  mould,  or  fometimes  only 
the  membrane  fo  called,  being  drawn 
in.  It  is  defcribed  as  an  inflammation 
of  the  brain,  which  is  forrietimes  faid 

to 
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to  mortify.  I have  never  met  with 
any  thing  like  this  diforder  accom- 
panied with  a depreflion  of  the  fkull, 
though  I have  feen  the  precife  depref- 
lion unaccompanied  with  any  difeafe, 
and  fomething  very  like  the  difeafe 
without  the  deprelTion.  The  latter  was 
noticed  in  an  infant  of  five  weeks  old, 
who  died  of  convulfion  fits,  the  brain 
appearing  as  if  in  a Hate  of  mortifica- 
tion, and  fmelling  exceedingly  fetid. 
Parijlhmia  is  an  inflammation  of  the 
tonfils,  or  throat,  but  is  certainly  not 
common  in  this  country.  Parulis,  a 
complaint  defcribed  by  fome  as  a pain- 
ful tumour  about  the  gums,  and  by 
others,  as  a blifter  in  the  mouth.  In- 
jlatio, is  a diftention  of  the  Ikin  from 
w'ind  or  water  after  a child  has  been 
reduced  by  long  illnefs,  Crinones,  or 
Gruhbs,  is  little  known  as  a difeafe,  I 
believe,  in  Europe.  It  is,  probably,  a 
fecretion  from  the  glands  under  the 

Ikin, 
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(kin,  and  appears  on  the  arms,  legs, 
and  back,  of  fucking  children  ; and  is 
abfurdly  enough  thought  by  fome  to 
be  produced  by  infects  : older  children 
are  often  found  to  have  fome  appear- 
ances of  it,  but  it  fcldom  affords  them 
further  trouble  than  a little  itching; 
and  they  amufe  themfelves  by  forcing 
out  of  the  (kin  what  they  call  worms. 
In  the  inftance  of  infants  fo  affedled, 
rubbing  the  parts  with  a coarfe  cloth, 
by  the  fire-fide,  is  all  that  will  ufually 
be  necelfary  in  northern  climates. 

Though  this  kind  of  affedlion  is  ge- 
nerally of  little  confequence,  whether 
in  infants,  or  young  children,  I have, 
neverthelefs,  fometimes  known  it  prove 
a very  troublefome  complaint  in  older 
fubjedls,  efpecially  in  females  about 
the  time  of  puberty.  In  fuch  inftances, 
the  whole  neck,  back,  and  breaft,  will 
be  covered  with  little  black  fpots, 
which  gradually  inflame  till  the  parts 

become 
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become  totally  covered  with  heated 
pimples.  Thefe  at  firft  itch  intoler- 
ably, fo  as  frequently  to  keep  the  pa- 
tient from  fleep  through  the  greater 
part  of  the  night ; and  in  confequence 
of  being  continually  rubbed,  turn  to 
little  inflamed  and  angry  boils.  When 
fome  of  thefe  have  difcharged  a fuety, 
or  cheefe-Iike  matter,  and  are  healed 
up,  others  will  arife,  in  fucceflion ; 
and  at  the  end  of  feveral  months,  the 
fuperior  parts  of  the  body  are  covered 
with  them. 

After  making  trial  of  common 
purges  and  alteratives  to  no  lafting  ad- 
vantage, I have  cured  the  complaint 
by  wafhing  the  parts  morning  and 
evening,  for  a few  days,  with  the  foap- 
lotion,  and  afterwards  rubbing  in  a 
little  of  the  ointment  of  nitrated- 
quickfilver ; and  when  the  forenefs  has 
gone  off,  making  ufe  of  a proper  flefh- 
brufh,  for  two  or  three  months.  Thfe 

VOL.  II.  N patient 


i62  Morbum  pilare.  Phthiriasis. 

patient  may  at  the  fame  time  take  from 
ten  to  twenty  drops  of  the  w^ater  of 
prepared  kali  two  or  three'  times  a day> 
in  a cup  of  falfafras-tea^  or  milk  and 
water. 

A COMPLAINT  fometimes  confounded 
with  the  former,  is  that  called  Morhum 
pilare^  or  hairy  difeafe ; but  I nave  ne- 
ver met  with  it  myfelf.  It  is  faid  to 
be  owing  to  hairs  not  duly  expelled, 
which  ftick  in  the  fkin,  efpecially  in 
the  back  of  young  infants,  whom  it 
torments  by  an  incelTant  itching,  and 
fometimes  raifes  fmall  tumours.  The 
cure  is  faid  to  confift  in  fomenting  the 
parts,  and  then  pulling  out  the  hairs 
with  a pair  of  nippers. 

PhthiriaJiSy  or  Morbus  pediculofuSy  is 
a complaint  I fliould  not  have  men- 
tioned, were  it  not  fometimes  found 
very  troublefome,  and  the  heads  even 
of  children  who  are  kept  the  moft 
cleanly,  much  peftered  with  thefeugly 

vermin. 
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vermin.  It  is  not  therefore  intended 
to  treat  of  it  as  a difeafe  in  other  parts, 
(which  are  fometimes  equally  occupied 
by  them)  and  will  be  quite  fufficient 
to  fay,  that  the  cure  is,  in  general, 
very  fimple,  and  requires  only  the  hair 
to  be  fprinkled  for  a few  days  with  the 
powder  of  ftaves-acre ; a remedy  that 
is  kept  a fecret  by  fome  foreign  per- 
fumers, who  fell  it  at  a great  price. 
Should  this  be  inelfed:ual,  a very  fmall 
quantity  of  the  white  calx  of  mercury 
may  be  joined  with  it.  Some  people 
have  ftrongly  recommended  an  oint- 
ment made  of  parfley-feeds  boiled  in 
frelh  butter,  which  is  to  be  well  rub- 
bed into  the  hair  for  three  or  four 
days. 

Hydroa,  or  Sudatnina,  is  a trifling 
eruption  from  the  fudorific  glands. 
Macies,  or  according  to  fome,  the 
confumption  of  fucking  children,  is 
applied  to  a decay,  faid  to  arife  either 
N 2 from 
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from  worms,  (and  is  then  called  the 
worm-confumption)  or  to  the  unfuit- 
ablenefs  of  the  breaft-milk,  which 
though  it  may  be  good  in  its  kind, 
will  not  prove  alike  nourilhing  to  all 
children.  The  milk  is  then  properly 
diredled  to  be  changed,  upon  which  it 
is  remarked,  the  child  will  often  re- 
cover, as  I lhall  have  occafion  to  no- 
tice more  at  large,  in  a third  volume 
on  the  Management  of  Children.  This 
diforder  is,  however,  a true  confump- 
tion,  or  wafting,  from  whatever  caufe, 
and  into  which  an  infant  may  fall  in 
confequence  of  almoft  any  of  the  com- 
plaints treated  of  in  the  foregoing 
pages,  when  they  may  happen  to  prove 
of  very  long  continuance. 

I HAVE  now  gone  through  all  the 
■diforders  that  I am  acquainted  with^ 
.that  can  any  wife  be  ranked  among 
.thofe  of  infants,  or  young  children, 
and  have  taken  fufficient  notice,  as  I 

apprehend 
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apprehend  of  every  complaint  worth 
mentioning ; and  may  flatter  myfelf 
this  tra6l  will  be  found  to  poflefs  the 
advantage  of  completenefs  above  every 
work  of  the  kind.  That  nothing  may 
be  over-looked,  it  remains  to  take  no- 
tice of  fome  congenite  diforders^  or  fuch 
as  appear  at  the  birth,  and  certain  ex- 
ternal blemiflies ; and  firfl:  of  thofe 
about  the  heart. 


Imperfect  Closure  of  the  Foramen 
OVALE,  and  Canalis  Arteriosus; 
with  other  unnatural  Conforma- 
tions of  the  Heart. 

TThese  morbid  deviations  appearing 
in  ditferent  veflels  and  departments  of 
the  heart,  have  in  all  of  them  the  fame 
tendency,  viz.  in  a greater  or  lefs  de- 
gree, to  obftrudl:  the  palTage  of  the 
blood  through  the  lungs,  which  in 
N 3 fome 
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fome  inftances  has  continued  nearly  the 
fame  as  in  the  unborn-fetus  ; which  it 
ought  not. 

These  fources  of  difeafe,  however, 
are  noticed  merely  with  a view  of  point- 
ing out  the  fymptoms  by  which  they 
may  be  known,  and  affording  fome 
temporary  relief,  but  not  of  attempt- 
ing a remedy;  which  is  out  of  our 
power.  The  recital,  however,  may 
ferve  to  prevent  fruitlefs  attempts,  and 
perhaps  the  aggravation  of  the  fymp- 
toms, and  confequent  diftrefs  of  the 
patient,  where  upon  due  knowledge  of 
thedifeafe,  art  has,  evidently,  nothing 
to  offer.  The  imperfections  are  owing 
entirely  to  an  original  mal-formation 
of  parts,  or  to  a deficiency  in  the  pow- 
ers of  the  fyflem  foon  after  birth;  the 
only  time  in  which  that  diverfion  to 
the  circulation  can  take  place,  which 
nature  has  intended  upon  the  change 
made  in  confequence  of  refpiration. 

In 
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ly  whatever  part  of  the  heart  the 
rnal-conformity  may  be,  whenever  it 
may  prove  of  any  confequence,  the 
conftant  fymptoms  attending  it  are  a 
difcolouration  of  the  face  and  neck, 
with  a floe-blue,  or  leaden-colour  of 
the  lips,  fuch  as  is  met  with  in  fome 
fits  of  afthma.  Thefe  almoft  always 
take  place  very  foon  after  birth,  and 
the  difcolouration  is  increafed,  and  at- 
tended with  difficulty  of  breathing,  as 
often  as  the  child  is  any  wife  agitated, 
whereby  he  is  generally  difpofed  to 
throw  himfelf  in  a horizontal,  and  fu- 
pine  pofture.  Thefe  fymptoms  are  not 
at  all  relieved  by  procuring  ftools,  by 
the  warm-bath,  or  any  other  mean 
made  ufe  of  as  a remedy  for  fits,  nor 
can  be,  but  by  the  child  being  kept  as 
tranquil  as  poffible,  and  by  a flridt  at- 
tention paid  to  his  food,  and  the  flate 
of  the  bowels,  which  fliould  be  kept 
N 4 open, 
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open,  and  nothing  be  taken  that  is 
likely  to  occalion  indigeflion  or  wind. 

In  fome  inftances,  children  fink  very 
foon,  of  which  I have  feen  one  a Ihort 
time  ago ; but  in  others,  they  may  fur- 
vive  for  months,  or  even  for  years. 
The  patient,  however,  in  moft  cafes, 
can  endure  but  little  motion,  the  heart 
becoming  thereby  furcharged  with 
blood,  and  refpiration  rendered  more 
difficult ; hence  alfo  the  blood  is  de- 
tained in  the  extremities,  and  the  face, 
neck,  and  hands  become  particularly 
difcoloured.  Some  time,  indeed,  be- 
fore the  patient  finks  under  the  dif- 
eafc,  the  fymptoms  are  aggravated, 
and  almofl:  the  lead:  motion  endangers 
fuffocation. 


Hernia, 


[ ] 


Hernia,  or  Rupture  Brain. 

M ANY  infants  come  into  the  world 
with  various  parts  imperfedlly  formed, 
as  well  as  the  heart,  and  never  more 
commonly  than  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  fkull.  If  the  deficiency  be  very 
great,  and  accompanied  with  a like 
want  of  brain,  fuch  fetufes  fall  under 
the  clafs  of  Monfters,  and  being  never 
born  alive,  are  not  fubjedls  of  this, 
work. 

The  Rupture  of  the  brain,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  met  with  in  infants 
otherwife  completely  formed,  and  is 
generally  curable.  It  is  a foft  cir- 
cumfcribed  tumour,  ufually  of  a round 
form,  and  correfpondent  in  fize  with 
the  extent  of  the  deficiency  of  fkull ; 
to  which  the  complaint  is  owing.  It 
is  without  flu(fi:uation,  or  difcolour- 

ation 
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ation  of  the  Ikin,  but  is  attended  with 
a perceptible  pulfation  of  the  brain, 
which  keeps  time  with  the  pulfe.'  The 
tumour  retires  and  difappears  upon 
preffure;'  and  is  always  fituate  either  on 
one  of  the  moulds,  or  in  the  courfe  of 
one  of  the  futures,'  (or  joining  of  the 
bones  j and  is  never  larger  than  a pul- 
let’s egg.  Where  the  defedt  of  bone 
is  very  conliderable,  a much  larger 
portion  of  brain  is  confequently  pro- 
truded, which  ftridtly  fpeaking,  it  were 
lefs  proper  to  call  a difeafe,  than  a 
fatal  mal-formation.  It  will  be  very 
necelTary,  however,  carefully  to  diftin- 
guiili  this  incurable  evil  from  other 
foft  tumours  of  the  fcalp,  prefently  to 
be  noted,  which  it  very  much  refem- 
bles ; the  latter  having  frequently  the 
like  precife  feel  of  a bony  margin 
around  them.  The  tumour  is  alfo  co- 
lourlefs,  and  often  as  large  as  in  the 
fatal  mal-formation,  but  has  a confi- 

derable 
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derable  fludluation,  and  is  further  dif- 
tinguifliable  by  the  tumour  not  retir- 
ing upon  preffure,  nor  being  attended 
with  any  pulfation. 

The  rupture  of  the  brain  is,  indeed, 
eafily  diftinguifhed  from  them  both, 
by  the  brief  defcription  above  given  of 
it ; and  fatal  as  it  would  be  were  it  left 
to  itfelf,  requires  only  to  be  properly 
underftood,  in  order  to  adapt  a ra- 
tional and  effedlual  remedy,  which 
confifts  only  in  a careful  and  due  com- 
preflion  of  the  part.  This  may  be  ef- 
fected by  the  application  of  a piece  of 
fheet-lead,  fomewhat  larger  than  the 
tumour,  and  pierced  with  holes,  that 
it  may  be  fewed  to  the  child’s  cap. 
The  comprelTion  Ihould  at  firfl:  be  very 
moderate,  and  never  fo  great  as  to 
give  the  infant  pain,  nor  difturb  any 
of  the  natural  functions ; though  it 
fhould  be  gradually  increafed  as  the  tu- 
mour fhall  retire.  This  is  all  that  is 

required 
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required  from  art,  the  cure  being  the 
bufinefs  of  nature,  which  if  the  child 
continue  healthy,  will  proceed  in  the 
work  of  producing  bone,  and  in  due 
time  will  fill  up  the  vacancy  in  the 
fkull.  The  protrufion  of  the  brain  was , 
before  an  obftacle  to  this  procefs ; 
whilft  the  injury  which  that  tender  or- 
gan muft  fuftain  by  the  prefiure  from 
the  fides  of  the  bone,  expofed  it  to  all 
the  evils  which  comprefiion  never  fails 
to  produce,  and  which  it  were  needlefs 
to  enumerate  here. 


Tumours  of  the  Scalp. 

TThere  are  other  fwellings  on  the 
head  of  new-born  infants,  which  it 
W’ere  improper  entirely  to  pafs  over. 
One  kind  is  occafioned  by  long  com- 
prefiion  in  the  birth,  is  of  different 
fizes,  and  the  fkin  is  always  difco- 

loured  ; 
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loured ; but  thefe  tumours  feldom  re- 
quire much  attention,  as  they  frequent- 
ly difappear  in  a few  hours.  If  large, 
it  is  common  to  bathe,  or  foment  them 
with  red  wine,  or  with  brandy,  or  vine- 
gar, diluted  with  water ; and  in  ge- 
neral they  gradually  fubfide,  though 
fometimes  not  perfectly  for  feveral 
days.  Some  of  them,  however,  are  of 
more  confequence,  and  concerning  the 
treatment  of  which  pradlitioners  have 
differed ; the  abfolute  impropriety  of 
opening  any  tumours  arifingfrom  com- 
preffion  having  been  conceived  of  by 
many.  On  the  other  hand,  I believe, 
it  may  in  fome  cafes  be  really  necef- 
fary,  in  order  to  prevent  a trouble- 
fome  fungous  fore,  and  even  a caries 
of  the  fkull.  The  difcrimination,  how- 
ever, is  fufficiently  obvious,  fuch  af- 
fiftance  being  required  only  where  the 
above  remedies  and  compreffron  have 
had  no  effed:,  and  the  fwelling  is  found 

fenfibly 
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fenfibly  to  increafe  day  after  day,  which 
in  fome  inftances  has  been  the  cafe  to 
the  end  of  the  month.  Such  growth 
is  always  ow'ing  to  the  extremities  of 
the  arteries  ruptured  by  long  compref- 
lion,  being  ftill  open,  and  pouring 
out  an  ichorous  fluid  into  the  cellular 
membrane,  and  thereby  keeping  up, 
and  increafing  the  original  tumour. 

Upon  opening  the  integuments,  a 
bloody  fluid  is  let  out,  and  the  tu- 
mour nearly  fubfides,  w'hich  after- 
wards requires  nothing  but  moderately 
aflringent  applications  and  prelTure, 
which  fhould  be  continued  for  a little 
time  after  the  aperture  is  clofed. 

Another  kind  of  tumour,  of  a more 
unfavourable  appearance,  though  never 
of  bad  confequence,  was  hinted  at 
under  the  article  of  hernia  of  the  brain ; 
and  of  which  it  may  be  proper  in  this 
place  to  take  a little  further  notice. 
Thefe  fwellings  contain  a kind  of  water, 

or 
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or  ferum,  and  are  often  very  large^  but 
without  that  difcolouration  of  the  fcalp 
and  bruifed  appearance,  which  there 
conftantly  is  in  thofe  laft  defcribed, 
nor  do  they,  indeed,  feem  to  arife 
from  comprellion : I have,  at  leaft, 
feen  them  extending  over  a third  part 
of  the  head,  and  raifed  an  inch  or 
more  from  the  fkull,  after  the  fhorteft 
and  mofl:  eafy  labours.  To  the  de- 
fcription  before  given  of  them  it  may 
be  added,  that  this  kind  of  fwelling, 
I believe,  will  always  fubfide  very 
kindly,  though  fometimes  not  com- 
pletely, until  the  end  of  the  month. 
In  fome  inftances,  it  begins  to  lelTen 
in  fix  or  eight  days  after  birth,  but  in 
others,  not  till  near  the  end  of  the 
third  week,  and,  then  fubfides  very 
rapidly ; and  as  it  falls,  more  and 
more  of  the  fkull  may  be  felt,  from 
day  to  day,  in  proportion  as  the  ab- 
forption  of  the  fluid  takes  place,  To 

affifl 
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aflift  nature,  therefore,  in  this  opera- 
tion, an  embrocation  formed  of  fix 
ounces  and  a half  of  diflilled  vinegar, 
an  ounce  and  a half  of  camphorated 
fpirit,  and  two  drams  of  crude  fal  am- 
moniac may  be  made  ufe  of,  with  a 
gentle  comprefiion  of  the  part,  as  well 
as  keeping  the  bowels  properly  open. 


Lymphatic  Tumours  on  the  Head 
and  Back. 

TThere  is  another  kind  of  tumour 
appearihg  fometimes  on  the  head,  and 
at  others,  on  fome  part  of  the  back- 
bone, which  is  not  owing  to  accidents 
in  the  birth,  but  is  of  a morbid  na- 
ture. Thefe  fwellings  contain  a co- 
lourlefs  lymph,  and  are  attended  with 
evident  fludluation,  as  may  be  dif- 
cerned  by  the  touch  ; and  unlefs  they 
are  exceedingly  fmall,  ought  in  no 

cafe. 
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cafe,  I believe,  to  be  pundlured,  or 
even  removed  by  ligature,  though  ad- 
hering only  by  a fmall  pedicle.  Thofe 
on  the  joints  of  the  neck,  or  back,  or 
on  the  loins,  if  they  do  not  arife  from 
the  dura  mater  incloling  the  fpinal 
marrow,  feem  to  originate  at  leaft.from 
the  periofteum,  or  covering  of  the 
back-bone ; and  the  ilfue  having  a 
morbid  fource,  will  be  kept  up  after 
the  tumours  are  opened,  or  even  to- 
tally extirpated,  and  preventing  the 
fore  from  healing,  the  infant  finks 
under  the  difcharge,  or  dies  in  con- 
vulfions. 

But  there  are  other  fwellings  of  a 
fimilar  appearance,  which  being,  ne- 
verthelefs,  of  a different  kind,  may 
be  fometimes  fafely  extirpated,  and 
will  be  noticed  after  the  following 
complaint,  to  which  they  bear  a con- 
fidcrable  refcmblance. 


vox.  I I. 
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Spina  Byfida,  or  Forked-Spine^ 

*This  morbid  afFedtion  has  palTed  un- 
der various  names,  as  writers  have 
been  feverally  imprelTed  by  the  caufe, 
efFedls,  or  the  appearance  of  the  dif- 
eafe.  It  has  therefore  been  termed  a 
dropfy,  and  a hernia,  or  rupture,  of 
the  fpinal  marrow ; its  ftrudlure  being 
in  fome  inftances  deftroyed,  and  a 
fpongy  fubftance  filling  up  the  cavity 
of  the  membrane  furrounding  it,  and 
protruding  through  the  forked-fpine. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  this  diforder, 
though  now  every  where  to  be  met 
with,  was  not  defcribed,  as  I believe,, 
before  the  year  1641.  It  is  an  origi- 
nal mal-formation,  and  feldom  admits 
even  of  much  temporary  relief,  though 
fome  evils  may  be  prevented  by  point- 
ing out  the  moft  fuitable  and  innocent 

applU 
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applications  to  the  part ; for  as  to  in- 
ternal remedies  none  can  be  offered. 

This  difeafe  fixes  either  upon  the 
fuperior  parts,  and  is  then  feated  upon 
the  lafl:  joint  of  the  neck,  and  the  firft 
of  the  back  ; or  elfe  is  lower  down  on 
the  lafi:  of  the  loins,  or  more  com- 
monly, on  the  feat-bone,  and  is  ufu- 
ally  upon  the  centre,  and  pofteriour 
part. 

The  fkin  is  fometimes  entire,  and 
fometimes  ruptured  externally,  at  the 
birth ; and  in  the  latter  cafe,  I be- 
lieve, the  infant  is  always  fiill-born,, 
at  leaft,  it  has  been  fo  in  all  the  in- 
ftances  that  I have  met  with ; though 
fuch  fetufes  are  often  full-grown.  In 
this  cafe,  the  edges  are  prominent, 
and  the  centre  is,  of  courfe,  depreffed, 
the  ulcer  very  much  rcfembling  the 
form  of  the  human  mouth  when  the 
angles  of  the  lips  are  drawn  together, 
and  the  middle  part  is  pufhed  forward’. 

O 2 When 
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When  the  (kin  is  entire,  the  difeafe 
appears  in  the  form  of  a tumour,  va- 
rying in  fize  from  that  of  a pea,  or 
even  fmaller,  to  that  of  an  half-crown 
piece ; being  alfo  more  or  lefs  ele- 
vated. The  higheft  point  is  ufually 
very  thin,  and  fometimes  tranfparent, 
from  having  no  true  fkin;  but  the 
other  parts  of  the  tumour  are  red  or 
livid.  The  furface  is  generally  very 
foft  to  the  touch,  efpecially  in  the 
centre,  from  which  a fluid  retires  up- 
on prelTure,  and  round  the  margin  of 
the  fwelling  the  hard  edges  of  the 
bone  may  be  diftinclly  felt ; a circum- 
flance  that  ought  always  to  be  attend- 
ed to,  as  charadlerizing  the  difeafe. 
In  other  cafes  no  flu(fluation  is  per- 
ceptible, but  a flefh-like  fubftance, 
hard  and  thick ; and  fuch  infants  can- 
not endure  being  laid  on  the  back, 
but  prefently  become  convulfed.  In 
one  inftance,  the  difeafe  was  lituated 

between 
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between  the  blade-bones  of  the  fhoul- 
ders,  and  the  Ikin  was  not  at  all  dif- 
coloured;  the  deficiency  of  bone  was, 
therefore,  probably,  very  fmall,  as 
likewife  feems  to  have  been  the  cafe 
from  the  events  this  infant  happily 
recovering. 

Many  children  born  with  this  com- 
plaint do  not  feem  to  have  fuffered 
by  it  while  in  the  womb,  being  healthy, 
often  large,  and  very  ftrong ; but  fome 
are  otherwife  mutilated ; it  being  not 
uncommon  to  find  one  or  both  the 
ankles  diftorted,  or  to  have  the  lower 
extremities  weak,  and  fometimes  to- 
tally paralytic  : and  there  is  in  others 
a great  deficiency  of  bone  on  the  up- 
per part  of  the  fkull.  The  higher  up 
the  feat  of  the  fpina  byfida  may  be, 
the  greater  is  ufually  the  injury,  and 
the  fooner  the  infant  perifhes,  unlefs 
the  aperture  of  the  bone  be  very  fmall, 
as  is  fometimes  the  cafe. 

o 3 
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It  is  fometimes  a mere  local  difeafe., 
confined  within  the  circumference  of 
the  tumour,  and  at  others,  the  water 
rifes  a little  higher  in  the  cavity  of  the 
back-bone,  and  hence  this  difeafe  has 
been  confidered  as  a proper  dropfy  of 
this  part,  as  water  colledled  in  the 
brain,  is  of  the  head.  In  fome  in- 
ftances  again,  the  column  is  open  from 
the  hind-head  to  the  feat-bone,  and 
the  water  is  even  found  to  defcend 
from  the  head  ; the  two  difeafes  being 
then  conjoined.  Thefe  diforders  have 
alfo  fometimes  been  found  to  fucceed 
each  other. 

The  difeafe,  it  has  been  faid,  be- 
comes fatal  in  confequence  of  the  fwel- 
ling  being  opened,  or  the  integuments 
•otherwife  giving  way,  which  is  ufually 
from  a little  flough,  or  gangrene, 
■forming  upon  the  thinner  parts,  which 
foon  fpreads  wider  and  deeper,  and  fo 
opens  a way  for  the  efcape  of  the 
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lymph.  In  a few  days  afterwards,  and 
ufually  on  the  third,  the  infant  dies, 
unlefs  the  parts  (hould  foon  clofe  again, 
which  has  but  very  rarely  happened. 
A remote  caufe  of  the  child’s  death 
then  feems  to  be  the  efcape  of  the 
lymph,  which  is  frequently  foon  fol- 
lowed by  a ftrong  convullion,  in  which 
the  little  fufferer  expires.  But  where 
the  integuments  have  remained  entire 
for  any  length  of  time,  their  rupture 
has  then  gradually  brought  on  heClic 
fever  and  decay,  in  confequence  of  a 
profufe  drain  from  the  part.  But  it 
is  more  common  for  the  little  patient 
to  die  either  in  a few  days,  or  a week 
or  two  after  birth,  and  then  probably 
from  fome  morbid  change  taking  place 
in  the  fpinal  marrow,  from  the  ad- 
milTion  of  air ; which  is  known  to  be 
always  injurious  to  internal  parts,  and 
more  particularly  to  membranous  ones, 
and  therefore  muft  be  peculiarly  of- 
O 4 fenfive 
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fenfive  to  the  fpinal  marrow  and  its 
fenfible  covering.  Thefe  parts  have, 
indeed,  fufFered  from  the  birth,  from 
the  nature  of  the  diforder,  and  it  is 
not  therefore  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
fuch  infants  are  more  or  lefs  con- 
vulfed,  and  appear  feveral  times  to  be 
dying,  before  that  event  acfluaily  takes 
place,  and  that  they  are  often  other- 
wife  ill ; though  fome  children  appear 
pretty  well  till  the  integuments  give 
way.  I remember  one  child  who  would 
not  take  the  bread:  for  twenty-feven 
days,  and  was  feveral  times  thought 
to  be  dying ; but  afterwards  taking  to 
it  properly,  was  greatly  recruited  ap- 
pearing, except  for  this  difeafe,  in  a 
promifing  way,  and  lived  four  weeks 
afterwards.  The  late  Mr.  Hunter 
told  me,  that  he  had  feen  a child  living 
wdth  this  difeafe  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
months. 


The 
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The  means  of  Cure  that  have  hi- 
therto been  propofed  for  this  dreadful 
difeafe,  are,  opening  the  fwelling,  in 
order  to  evacuate  the  water ; or  pref- 
fure,  with  a view  to  retain  it,  and 
confolidate  the  parts : neither  of  which, 
that  I can  wdth  any  certainty  learn, 
have  ever  fucceeded,  unlefs  it  be  in 
one  inftance  mentioned  by  an  old 
writer,  but  in  this,  the  difeafe  did  not 
appear  at  the  birth.  The  means,  how'- 
ever,  do  not  always  feem  to  have  been 
employed  with  proper  difcrimination ; 
fince  the  very  pollibility  of  their  fuc- 
ceeding  will  depend  upon  the  lize, 
and  other  circumftances  of  the  tumour: 
for  the  aperture  can  never  be  advifea- 
ble  where  the  fwelling  is  large,  and 
the  confequent  internal  derangement 
of  parts  is  conliderable ; nor  prelTure 
where  the  water  is  found  communicat- 
ing with  the  ventricles  of  the  brain. 

The 
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The  fize  of  the  tumour,  it  has  been 
noted,  is  various,  and  agreeably  there- 
to muft  be  the  poffible  chance  of  re- 
covery, as  well  as  the  probable  du- 
ration of  the  difeafe,  where  it  proves 
ultimately  fatal.  This,  indeed,  is  more 
frequently  within  three  days  after  birth, 
or  if  the  infant  furvives  much  beyond 
that  time,  it  will  be  owing  to  the 
refinance  of  the  integuments ; young 
children,  it  has  been  faid,  feldom  fur- 
viving  the  third  day  after  the  water  . 
begins  to  be  freely  evacuated.  This, 
together  with  the  matter  of  facft,  where 
the  fwelling  has  been  opened,  furnifli 
a fufficient  caution  againft  artificially 
letting  out  the  water.  At  the  fame 
time,  other  cafes  equally  forbid  the 
indifcriminate  ufe  of  preflure;  water 
in  the  head  having  been  known  to 
follow  it:  it  having  been  very  aptly 
remarked,  that  if  nature  cannot  get 
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freiief  in  fuch  cafes,  by  letting  out  the 
water  at  fo  diftant  a part  from  the 
head,  no  benefit  can  be  derived  from 
any  means  that  may  neceffarily  occa- 
fion  an  accumulation  in  the  brain  it- 
felf. 

In  fuch  inftances  as  the  above,  it  is 
probable,  that  the  fource  of  the  dif- 
eafe  has  been  in  the  head,  the  water 
having  made  its  way  from  the  fourth 
ventricle  of  the  brain ; nature  ever 
attempting  to  relieve  the  oppreffed, 
and  efpecially  more  noble  parts.  But 
in  other  cafes  it  fhould  feem,  that  the 
difeafe  has  commenced  in  the  loins, 
and  the  fecretion  being  great,  and  the 
refiftance  below  coniiderable,  (pofli- 
bly  from  the  bony  procefs  being  far 
advanced)  the  water  has  afcended  to 
the  head.  But  it  appears,  that  the 
water  has  more  commonly  been  con- 
fined to  the  back-bone,  and  then  has 
not  been  in  great  quantity. 


It 
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It  mull  be  in  the  latter  cafe  only, 
as  well  as  where  the  fwelling,  and 
deficiency  of  bone  are  inconfiderable, 
that  any  benefit  can  be  expected  from 
pundlure  and  bandage,  as  Mr.  Aber- 
NETHY  has  lately  ventured  to  propofe. 
But  from  feveral  objedtions  which  have 
been  noticed  above,  arifing  from  cir- 
cumflances  which  Mr.  Abernethy  does 
not  feem  to  be  aware  of,  nor  can  be 
always  previoufly  afcertained,  I fhould 
not  think  that  parents  would  readily 
confent  to  the  experiment,  or  that 
furgeons  can  have  much  to  offer  as  an 
inducement  to  it,  efpecially  as  the 
want  of  fuccefs  is  fo  likely  to  haften 
the  death  of  the  infant. 

Since  the  above  account,  however, 
was  drawn  up,  I have  learned  that  Mr. 
Abernethy  has  ventered  to  make  the 
experiment.  The  fwelling  was  punc- 
tured, he  fays,  every  fourth  day  for  fix 
weeks  j during  which  time  the  child 

continued 
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continued  unaffedled.  No  contradlion, 
however,  of  the  integuments  took 
place ; and  at  this  time  one  of  the 
pundlures  did  not  heal,  but  permitted 
the  fluid  to  ooze  out.  The  difcharge 
gradually  changed  from  a limpid  to  a 
puriform  appearance,  and  in  a few  days 
the  child  died.  This  cafe  is  intereft- 
ing,  (he  adds)  though  unfuccefsful ; as 
it  fliews  that  the  attempt  at  a cure  may 
at  leaf!:  be  made  without  hazard. — I 
fhould  myfelf  obferve,  however,  that 
the  lafl:  opening  not  healing  up,  and 
the  infant  dying  a few  days  afterwards, 
ferves  rather  to  confirm  the  fufpicion  I 
had  entertained  of  the  probable  inuti- 
lity of  the  pundture. 

From  the  general  report  of  authors, 
indeed,  as  well  as  the  refult  of  my  own 
experience,  very  little  relief  can,  in 
general,  be  expedited  anywife  from  art. 
Some  difcrimination  of  cafes,  how- 
ever, fhould  be  made,  and  perhaps 

thk 
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this  will  refer  principally  to  the  ab— 
fence  of  any  fymptoms  indicative  of 
water  in  the  head,  and  to  the  fize  of 
the  fwelling,  on  whatever  part  of  the 
bone  it  may  be ; but  the  lower  down 
near  the  feat,  the  more  favourable.  As 
to  the  firft  of  thefe,  the  ufual  fymp- 
toms of  compreflion  of  the  brain  do 
not,  indeed,  prefent  themfelves,  and 
it  is  probable,  owing  to  the  relief 
which  that  part  receives  from  the  de- 
fcent  of  the  water  to  the  parts  below. 
The  prefence  of  water  in  the  head  may, 
neverthelefs,  fometimes  be  difcovered, 
it  being  reported  that  upon  prefling  the 
fwelling,  the  rifing  up  of  water  has 
been  felt  by  a hand  placed  on  the 
mould ; and  that  from  a firm  prefTure 
there,  the  water  has  again  forcibly  de- 
fcended  into  the  tumour  on  the  back- 
bone. 

In  the  abfence,  however,  of  every 
fymptom  leading  to  the  fufpicion  of 

water 
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water  in  the  head,  and  when  the  tu- 
mour on  the  back,  efpecially  if  low- 
down  near  the  feat,  is  very  fmalJ,  (for 
it  has  been  met  with  of  the  lize  of  a 
vetch  feed ; ) a firm  comprefs,  and 
fprinkling  the  part  with  aftringent 
powders,  or  the  ufe  of  fimilar  fomen- 
tations may  be  had  recourfe  to,  as  re- 
commended by  a German  writer ; and 
who  fays  he  has  feen  ten  cafes.  This 
opinion  has  been  formed  from  fome 
children  having  lived  for  feveral  years 
with  this  complaint ; but  the  fwelling 
in  fuch  inftances,  I apprehend,  has 
been  very  fmall,  and  the  children  have 
died  whenever  it  has  acquired  the  fize 
it  has  more  commonly  at  the  birth. 
In  fuch  cafes  only,  I imagine,  can  the 
attempt  with  any  propriety  be  made, 
as  otherwife,  the  tumour  will,  proba- 
bly, be  only  ruptured  the  fooner  by 
the  bandage,  and  in  confequence,  the 
life  of  the  infant  be  fhortened. 
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There  is  not,  however,  the  like  ob- 
jection to  th-e  ufe  of  an  aftringent,  or 
cold  embrocation,  or  more  efpecially 
to  drying  powders,  fuch  as  armenian- 
bole,  japan-earth,  alum,  and  fuch  like  ; 
which  may  be  fprinkled  on  the  part  as 
occafion  may  require,  to  prevent  the 
oozing  of  the  lymph,  by  forming  a 
kind  of  cruft  over  the  pellucid  furface. 
Such  applications  may  alfo  have  a ten- 
dency to  retard  the  rupture  of  the  in- 
teguments, and  thereby  prolong  the 
life  of  the  child  ; which  is  generally  all 
that  art  can  effeCl; : and,  I have  myfelf, 
indeed,  no  further  experience  of  their 
■efficacy  in  the  true  forked-fpine,  al- 
though I have  known  fuch  means,  as 
well  as  excifion  of  the  parts,  effeCl  a 
cure  in  cafes  very  fimilar  in  form  and 
appearance  to  this  fatal  complaint*, 
but  without  any  deficiency  of  bone. 

* See  Farenchymatous  Tumours  iu  the  next  Cliap- 
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Lv  regard  to  bandage,  I have  been 
informed,  that  Dr.  Hunter  in  his  lec- 
tures, at  one  time,  ufed  to  caution 
againft  the  attempt,  from  his  own  ex- 
perience of  its  haftening,  as  he  thought, 
the  rupture  of  the  integuments]  but 
whether  the  trial  had  been  made  in  the 
fitted:  cafe  as  here  defcribed,  I could 
get  no  information. 

Should  the  fize  or  figure  of  the  head, 
however,  be  from  fuch  management 
affcdled,  or  the  infant  manifed  any  in- 
creafc  of  pain  ; or  if  convulfions,  drow- 
finefs,  or  other  bad  fymptom  diould 
fupervene,  the  bandage  ought  to  be 
taken  off,  and  the  mildeft  application 
be  fubdituted,  in  place  of  the  adrin- 
gents.  In  this  view,  a bread  and  milk, 
or  faturnine  poultice  may  be  had  re- 
courfe  to,  which  is  the  modern  prac- 
tice whenever  the  dwelling  is  large  from 
the  birth,  and  is,  probably,  in  fuch 
cafes,  the  fitted:  application  that  can 
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be  made  ufe  of;  as  it  will  fit  eafy  on 
the  part,  and  by  forming  a foft  cufhion, 
as  it  were,  for  the  tender  fkin  to  reft 
upon,  will,  in  fo  far,  difpofe  it  to  be 
preferved  entire  as  long  as  poffible ; the 
life  of  the  child,  in  moft  cafes,  de- 
pending entirely  upon  that  circum- 
ftance. 


'Parenchymatous,  [or  Soft  Spongy} 
Tumours. 

T* HE'refemblance  which  fome  of  thefe 
•were  faid  to  bear  to  the  laft  mentioned 
^diforder,  .renders  them  worthy  of  par- 
iticular  notice,  ibeing  not  always  eafily 
diftinguilhed  Trom  it.  They  appear 
-on  different  parts  of  the  back-bone, 
‘but  more  commonly  near  the  neck,  or 
►to  the  feat-bone ; are  accounted  marks,, 
;and  are  often  of  a morbid  nature,  and 
lit  is  imagined,  would  not  unfrequently 

prove 


I 


on  the  Back-Bone.  195 

prove  fatal,  if  left  to  themfelves.  As 
I defign,  however,  treating  only  of 
fuch  as  will  admit  of  fome  remedy,  I 
(hall  mention  only  two. 

The  firft  is  a fwelling  on  fome  of  the 
joints  either  of  the  neck,  or  the  back ; 
and  more  commonly  of  the  former : it 
is  of  a fiiblivid  hue,  unequal,  inter- 
nally fpongy,  and  full  of  velTels.  As 
on  this  account  thefe  tumours  are  dif- 
pofed  to  bleed,  aftringent  applications 
become  proper.  I have  found  the  fol- 
lowing powder  anfwer  very  well. 

Mix  two  drams  of  Armenian  bole 
and  japan-earth,  with  one  dram  of 
roch  alum. 

The  fwelling  being  fprinkled  w'ith 
the  above  powder,  comprefles  wetted 
with  the  compound  water  of  acetated 
litharge  Ihould  be  applied  over  it. 
Thefe  will  form  a kind  of  pafte,  and 
fliould  be  renewed  as  often  as  any  frefli 
P 2 oozing 
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oozing  from  the  velTels  may  render- it' 
neceffary.  A further  comprefTion  may 
be  made  by  a piece  of  thin  lead. 

I HAVE  feen  other  tumours  of  this.> 
kind  where  extirpation  has  happily 
fucceeded,  and  has  certainly  faved  a 
child’s  life,  though  a good  deal  of 
blood  has  been  loft  in  the  operation. 


Hepartomphalcs,  and  Ventral,. 
or  Belly-Hernia. 

TThe  rupture  of  the  belly,  in  which,, 
from  a deficiency  of  myfcular  integu- 
ments and  fkin,  fome  of  the  bowels^ 
and  not  unfrequently  the  liver,  is  pro- 
truded, is  very  often  met  with  in  abor- 
tions in  the  earlier  months;  though 
lefs  commonly  in  full  grown  children. 
I have,  indeed,  never  happened  to  fee 
it  in  the  live-born  infant,  unlefis  in  tliat 

inftance 
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•kiflance  of  it  termed  hepartomphalos  ; 
'v.'hich  is  the  more  immediate  fubjedt  of 
this  chapter. 

In  the  true  hepartomphalos,  there 

’k,  poilibly,  no  adtual  deficiency  of  the 

mufcular  or  ligamentous  integuments, 

and  much  lefs-of  the  flcin ; but,  as  the 

term  ftridtly  implies,  fome  part  of  the 

liver  forms  a rupture  of  the  navel. 

The  liver  while  very  fmail  is  fomewife 

•drawn  down  by  the  veflels  of  the  cord 

which  enter  it,  (polTibly  by  fome  ac- 

✓ 

don  of  the  child  ;)  is  protruded  at  the 
mufcular  ring,  and  falls  into  the  navel- 
firing; which  it  dilates  and  diftem- 
pers.  This  difcafe  is  a very  rare  one, 
I believe,  in  living  children,  and  I 
have  met  with  only  one  cafe  »upon  re- 
cord. The  fubjedl  of  this,  as  well  as- 
one  of  the  two  I have  fcen,  fortunately 
furvived  the  difeafe,  but  fome  months 
afterwards  dying  of  another  complaint, 
P 3 and 
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and  the  bodies  being  carefully  exam- 
ined, the  fadl  was  eftabliftied,  and  de- 
monftrates  the  powers  of  the  animal 
machine,  in  removing  obftacles  to  its 
well-doing,  that  might  be  thought  in- 
furmountable. 

Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  the  liver  in 
fuch  cafes,  forms  a fwelling  as  large  as 
a middling-fized  China-orange ; is  of  a 
dark  colour ; and  in  a few  days  puts  on 
all  the  appearance  of  a mortified  part. 
The  fitteft  application,  I believe,  is  a 
poultice  of  bread  and  milk,  which  at 
once  preferves  the  part  warm  and  moift, 
^nd  is  a kind  of  foft  cuftiion  for  it  to 
reft  upon.  The  bowels  Ihould  be  kept 
duly  open,  and  the  bark  and  cordials 
adminiftered  as  circumftances  lhall  di- 
red:. 

When  an  infant  recovers  from  this 
rare  and  hazardous  difeafe,  the  fore 
begins  to  heal  as  the  liver  is  gradually 

withdrawn 
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withdrawn  into  its  proper  place,  and 
only  a fmall  fear  remains  j but  there 
never  is  the  ufual  appearance  of  a navel. 


On  the  Hare-Lip,  and  other  External 
Blemishes,  orT)is>oKD'E.K^,fuppofed 
to  be  Marks  of  the  Mother. 

TThougm  I have  avoided  treating  on? 
the  mode  of  performing  furgical  Ope— 
rationSy  in  general,  as  altogether  fo-- 
reign  from  a work  like  the  prefent ; I‘. 
Hiall  beg  leave  to  notice  a circum-- 
ftance  or  two  relative  to  that  for  the- 
hare-lipy  becaufe  parents  feel  them- 
felves  fo  peculiarly  interefted  in  it,  as- 
often  to  give  a bias  to  the  opinion  off 
others.  I fhall  afterwards  advert  to^ 
fome  other  equally  common  blemifhes,, 
if  it  were  only  for  the  fake  of  adding., 
my  teftimony  to  that  of  former  wri- 
ters,. who  have  in  an  able  manner,, 
P.  4 though . 
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though  not  with  equal  fuccefs,  com- 
bated the  unhappy  prejudices  of  mo- 
thers in  relation  to  marking  their  chil- 
dren. This,  unfortunately  for  them- 
felves,  they  are  always  difpofed  to  at- 
tribute to  a violent  imprelTion  from 
the  fight  of  fome  difagreeable  objed:, 
or  to  a difappointment  in  fomething 
they  may  have  longed  for,  during  their 
pregnancy. — And  I have  chofen  this 
place  for  fuch  obfervations  as  I have 
to  offer  on  this  head,  becaufe  the  hare- 
lip, and  fome  other  blemifhes  remain- 
ing to  be  noticed,  bear  that  refem- 
blance  to  objedls  around  us,  which  is 
wanting  in  thofe  before  mentioned. 

The  repeated  experience  of  every 
attentive  obferver,  has  uniformly  mi- 
litated againft  the  tormenting  fufpi- 
cion  alluded  to,  but  ftill  it  prevails, 
though  only  to  the  injury  of  thofe 
who  ought,  for  their  own  fakes,  to  be 
pcrfuaded  to  the  contrary.  Every  man 

long 
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long  In  bufinefs  has  known  many  in- 
ftances  of  affedtionate  mothers,  (for 
this  needlefs  diftrefs  falls  only  to  the 
lot  of  fuch)  who  have  tormented  them- 
felves  for  fix  or  feven  months,  in  the 
painful  apprehenfion  of  difeovering 
fome  fad  blemilh  in  the  child,  (and 
on  this  account  have  trembled  to  look 
on  it  when  it  has  come  into  the  world;} 
which  has  afterwards  proved  to  be  as 
perfedl  as  they  could  have  wiflied,  and 
as  the  more  difpafiionate  amongfi:  their 
friends  have  all  along  ventured  to  fore- 
tel.  On  the  other  hand,  where  chil- 
dren have  been  born  with  fome  real 
blemifli,  it  has  never  been  fufpedled 
by  the  mother*,  unlefs  now  and  then 

in 


* Among  feveral  inftances  of  fuch  blemiflies  in 
children  born  in  the  Britifli  Lying-in  liofpital,  we 
have  had  fome  remarkable  ones  of  the  entire  igno- 
rance of  any  fuppofed  caufe.  One  infant  was  more 
marked  than  almoft  any  I have  ever  feen ; and 

another 
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ill  a moft  timid  perfon,  (who  has  al- 
ways bred  in  fear-  on  account  of  one 

dif. 

anotlier  had  the  extremities  uncommonly  ill-formed; 
but  the  mothers  of  thefe  infants  had  gone  on  to 
their  full  time,  without  having  received  any  fright 
they  could  recoiled,  or  fufpeding  any  thing  amifs 
in  their  children. 

I fliould  not,  indeed,  have  ventured,  even  in  a 
note,  to  have  alluded  to  fuch  deformities,  but  on 
account  of  their  aptnefs,  and  in  the  hope  of  pre- 
venting rather  than  creating  fears  and  fufpicions, 
in  women  of  peculiar  fenfibility.  For  thefe  chil- 
dren were  really  fo  disfigured,  that  a lively  ima^ 
gination,  with  a mind  llrongly  imprefled,  might- 
not  only  have  conceived  in  them  a great  refera- 
blance  to  many  objeds,  but  it  is  more  than  proba- 
ble, that  the  parents  mull  have  adually  noticed 
not  a few  fuch,  during  the  period  of  geliation. 
Where  any  fiich  deformity  therefore  may  adually 
have  taken  place,  I only  wifli  ladies  to  be  per- 
fuaded,  that  fuch  fights  have  not  been  the  true 
caufe  of  it,  nor  can  fuch  objeds,  therefore,  con- 
tribute to  the  produdion  of  the  like  appearances 
another  time. — In  this  view,  I cannot  help  ob- 
ferving,  that  a few  years  ago,  a lady  of  rank  ac- 
quainted me,  that  lire  had  palled  almoft  the  whole 
term  of  gefiation  in  the  apprchetifion  of  her  infant 
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difagreeable  obje6t  or  other  fhe  has 
feen),  or  elfe,  the  blemifh  has  turned 
out  to  be  fomething  perfe^ly  irrelative 
to  it.  And  here  it  ought  to  be  no- 
ticed, that  where  a child  has  really 
been  marked,  and  the  mother  has  in- 
filled on  her  having  feen,  and  been 
frighted  by  an  objed:  which  the  ble- 
milh  has  refembled,  it  has  (to  the  belt 
of  my  knowledge,  at  leall)  appeared 
always  to  be  an  after-thought,  by  which 


being  born  with  a Haie-iijt,  on  account  of  Iier 
having  been  daily  met  by  a labourer  working  in 
her  own  grounds,  who  had  fuch  a blemilh.  In 
this  inflance,  the  imagination  feemed  to  have  done 
its  utmoft ; as  the  lady  conceived  line  met  this  man 
oftener  than  any  other,  and  that  Ihe  could  not 
avoid  him,  walk  whichfoever  way  Hie  might ; and 
in  confequence  had  his  image  continually  before 
her,  either  in  reality  or  in  recollection  ; and  being 
kept  under  a continual  alarm  by  it,  in  the  end 
declined  walking  at  all  in  her  garden. — ^After  the 
opinion  I have  advanced,  it  may  be  ncedlefs  to 
add,  that  the  child  was  born  free  from  the  appre- 
hended, or  any  other  blemifli. 


the 
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the  fuppofed  occalion  of  it  has  been 
difcovered ; and  has  not  been  taken 
notice  of  before-hand. — It  is,  how- 
ever, the  furtheft  from  my  thoughts 
to  upbraid  the  fufferer  on  this  painful 
occafion,  or  to  tax  any  with  a wilful 
giving  way  to  fufpicions,  into  which, 
I am  perfuaded,  their  feelings  alone 
inlidioufly  betray  them.  I wifh  only 
to  obviate  the  influence  of  a fentiment 
that  I take  to  be  without  founda- 
tion— a fentiment  which  has  originated 
in  ignorance,  and  to  which  nothing 
but  length  of  time,  and  prefcription, 
could  have  given  a fandlion. 

That  there  are  blemi flies  which  bear 
arefemblance  to  various.objedts  around 
us,  daily  experience  has  proved ; though 
the  true  occafion  of  them  is  not,  per- 
haps, underflood.  The  like  deviations 
from  the  ordinary  courfe  is  obferved, 
not  only  in  various  other  animals,  and 
that  not  unfrequently,  but  alfo  in  the 
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vegetable  kingdom  ; in  which  the  fup^ 
pofed  influence  can  have  no  place. 
Thus,  fruits  are  often  joined  together 
and  difcoloured,  having  excrefcences, 
and  odd  fliapes,  offering  flrange  re- 
prefentations  refembling  animals,  as 
well  as  unmeaning  irregularities,  fimi- 
lar  to  thofe  found  on  the  bodies  of 
infants:  all,  doubtlefs,  proceeding  from 
the  eftablifhed  laws  of  motion,  though 
not  well  underftood  by  us. 

In  regard  to  various  difcolourations 
in  the  fkin  of  infants,  fancied  to  re- 
femble  fruits,  and  like  them  becom- 
ing of  a deeper  red  in  fummer,  it  may 
be,  however,  in  point  to  obferve,  that 
the  falfe  ikin  (fo  called)  is,  in  fuch 
kind  of  marks,  frequently  altogether 
wanting,  and  if  not,  is  always  thinner 
than  on  other  parts.  The  fmall  blood 
veffels  being  alfo  more  numerous,  or 
nearer  the  furface,  the  difcolouration 
of  the  (kin  becomes  a natural  confe- 
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quence ; nor  can  it  be  any  wonder, 
that  this  difcolouration  fhould  be  great- 
er in  fummer  when  thefe  fmall  velTels 
are  more  turgid  with  blood.  The  like 
change  takes  place  in  every  mark  on 
the  face,  when  the  perfon  either  cries, 
or  is  made  angry,  or  when  by  any 
other  means  the  blood  is  made  to  af- 
cend  to,  or  reft  longer  than  ufual  in 
the  fuperior  parts.  All  fuch  appear- 
ances are,  therefore,  very  eaftly  ac- 
counted for,  without  fuppofing  them 
the  confequence  of  the  parent  having 
longed  for  fuch  fruits  as  ripen,  or 
grow  red,  in  the  fummer  months. 
We  obferve  alfo  fimilar  changes  in 
adults  from  long  continued  fevere  ex- 
ercife,  or  hard-drinking;  many  peo- 
ple, before  of  a fair  complexion,  fud- 
denly  acquiring  a red  face,  or  have  the 
nofe  both  difcoloured  and  mis-ftiaped. 

The  laws  of  motion  will  alfo  equally 
account  for  the  mutilation,  and  want 

of 


called  Marks^ 


207 


of  parts,  the  growth  of  which  is  fome- 
'wife  interrupted ; it  being  well  known 
to  anatomifts,  (and  the  reader  ought 
in  a view  to  this  fubjedt  to  be  apprized 
of  it,)  that  the  feveral  members  and 
parts  of  the  body  are  not  all  formed  or 
unfolded  at  once,  but  are  puflied  for- 
ward in  their  turn  after  fome  efta- 
blilhed  law  of  nature,  and  of  organized 
matter.  If  therefore  a due  proportion 
'of  nouriftiment  be  with-held  from  any 
part,  its  proportionate  growth  is  fup- 
prefled,  or  its  formation  entirely  pre- 
vented. Hence  the  hare-lip  ; the  two 
fides  of  the  face,  which  are  faid  to  be 
formed  feparately,  being  hereby  pre- 
vented from  growing  together:  the 
upper  lip  is  at  lead,  one  of  the  laft 
parts  that  unite.  But  whatfoever  may 
be  the  weight  of  thefe  obfervations, 
-there  is  certainly  nothing  that  we  know 
^of  in  a fright  or  longing,  that  can 

produce 
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produce  fuch  a change  in  organized 
matter,  nor  can  operate  in  the  manner 
that  has  been  fuppofed,  much  lefs  at 
fuch  different  periods ; but  there  is 
on  the  other  hand,  every  thing  againft 
fuch  an  hypothefis  ; which  has  accor- 
dingly always  given  way  in  enlightened 
ages.  And,  were  a due  catalogue 
drawn  up  of  all  the  irregularities  dif- 
covered  in  new-born  infants,  that  are 
fuppofed  to  proceed  from  the  mother’s 
Imaginationy  they  would  appear  to  be 
the  fame  over  and  over  again,  and 
very  capable  of  being  reduced  into 
certain  claffes. — Does  not  this  inti- 
mate that  they  proceed  from  the  laws 
of  motion,  and  the  ftrucffure  of  the 
organs  ? There  are  befides  many  con- 
fiderable  deformities,  which  are  never 
referred  to  hnaginatioHy  I mean  all  the 
internal  derangements ; and  wherefore 
fhould  this  bufinefs  be  fo  divided  be- 
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tween  Nature  and  Imagination,  that 
the  one  fliould  rule  within,  and  'the 
other  govern  the  outward  parts  ? 

The  unborn-infant  is  a diftindt  in- 
dividual, having  a circulation,  and 
nervous  fyftem  of  its  own ; and  has 
its  difeafes  very  much  independent  of 
the  mother,  many  being  born  blind, 
deaf,  dead ; with  watery-head,  and  va- 
rious other  difeafes.  For  the  like  rea- 
fon,  very  healthy  mothers  are  known 
to  bear  fmall  and  tender  infants,  and 
thofe  of  delicate  conftitutions,  very 
robuft  children. 

The  inlfance  fo  often  adduced  from- 
the  facred  hiftorian  * is,  by  no  means,- 
in  point : for  without  adverting  to  the 
very  peculiar  natural  circumftances  in 
that  tranfadlion,  which  are  wanting  in 
ordinary  inftances,  it  is  fufheient  to* 
obferve,  that  there  was  therein  an  evi- 

* Genejit,  Ch.  30.  ver.  37-42. 
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dent  fupernatural  interpolition.  Should 
any  one  doubt  of  this,  he  has  only  to 
make  a fimilar  experiment,  the  refult 
of  which  will,  probably,  have  more 
w'eight  than  ten  thoufand  arguments. 
As  matter  of  fadl  therefore,  as  before 
obferved,  does  not  at  all  countenance, 
but  diredly  contradid;  the  hypothefis, 
there  is  the  ftrongeft  reafon  for  mar- 
ried women  arguing  themfelves  out  of 
fuch  fears,  inftead  of  reafoning  them- 
felves into  them,  and  fuffering  a pain- 
ful conflid  for  weeks,  and  months 
together.  It  will  give  me  great  plea- 
fure  if  any  thing  I have  advanced  on 
the  fubjed,  fliould  anfwer  fo  defireable 
an  end;  whilft  reafon,  philofophy,  ex- 
perience, and  every  thing  on  which 
we  ought  to  depend,  confpire  to  fup- 
port  fuch  an  attempt. 

Amongst  the  various  Marks  refem- 
bling  fome  of  the  objeds  around  us, 
that  called  the  Hare-lip  is  the  mod 
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common ; a blemifh  therefore  too  well 
known  to  require  a formal  defcription. 
It  is  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  it  is  of 
two  kinds ; the  limpie,  wherein  the 
upper-lip  only  is  divided,  either  whol- 
ly or  in  part,  with  fome  lofs  of  fub- 
ftance;  and  the  complex,  in  which 
the  filfure  of  the  lip  is  double : in 
fome  inftances,  the  portion  betweeri 
the  fiffures  is  likewife  too  fmall  to  fill 
up  the  cavity,  and  in  fome  it  adheres 
to  the  very  tip  of  the  nofe.  The  up- 
per jaw  alfo,  and  the  palate  of  the 
mouth,  even  to  the  extremity,  are 
fometimes  divided.  It  would  be  be- 
fide  my  purpofe,  in  this  place,  to  treat 
of  the  manner  in  which  this  deformity 
and  defedlion  is  to  be  remedied,  efpe- 
cially  as  that  muft  vary  confiderably 
in  different  cafes  ; I fhall  confine  my- 
felf  to  fpeaking  only  of  the  time  in 
which  it  ought  to  be  attempted,  be- 
caufe  in  this,  it  has  been  faid,  the 
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parents  feelings  are  fpecially  concerned, 
and  fometimes  miflead  them. 

Various confiderations,  indeed,  con- 
tribute to  make  the  diilreffed  parent 
folicitous  to  have  this  blemifti  removed 
foon  after  the  infant  is  born,  or  at 
furtheft  before  the  month  fliall  be  ex- 
pired. On  this  account,  I am  con- 
vinced, the  operation  has  fometimes 
been  prematurely  performed,  contrary 
to  the  better  judgment  of  the  operator, 
and  the  child  thereby  fallen  a facri- 
fice ; whilft  others  have  received  much 
lefs  benefit  than  they  would  have  done, 
had  the  operation  been  poftponed  for 
a reafonable  time.  Where  the  ble- 
mifh  is  very  trifling,  indeed,  and  the 
operation  Ample,  it  may,  in  many 
cafes,  be  done  with  fafety  in  the  courfe 
of  the  month,  or  a little  after  j and  if 
the  child  be  able  to  fuck,  which  is 
not  always  the  cafe,  there  are  even 
fome  advantages  in  performing  it  foon- 

er. 


The  Hare-Lip,  213 

er.  For  as  the  child  will  not  be  able 
to  take  the  bread:  for  two  days  at  leaft 
after  the  operation,  it  will  with  diffi- 
culty be  kept  tolerably  quiet  by  the 
fpoon  after  it  has  been  once  put  to  the 
bread ; but  as  infants  need  but  very 
little  nourifliment  for  the  firft  days 
after  birth,  and  generally  deep  a good 
deal  j if  the  operation  be  done  twenty- 
four  hours  after  the  child  is  born,  it 
will  be  in  a condition  to  fuck  by  the 
time  it  requires  much  nourilhment, 
and  the  mother’s  bread  is  prepared  to 
furnidr  it.  But  im,  the  complex  hare- 
lip the  cafe  is  exceedingly  different, 
and  the  longer  the  operation  is  pod- 
poned,  the  better  it  is  likely  to  fuc- 
ceed,  and  fhould,  at  lead,  be  deferred 
till  the  child  fhall  be  four  or  five 
months  old  ; the  good  effefls  of  which 
1 have  fufficiently  feen.  By  this  time 
alfo,  the  infant  will  have  got  over  the 
period  in  which  it  is  peculiarly  liable 
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to  feveral  painful  and  dangerous  com- 
plaints ; will  be  thoroughly  weaned 
from  its  hankering  after  the  breaft, 
and  have  learned  to  feed  contentedly 
with  the  fpoon ; by  which  children 
with  this  kind  of  hare-lip  are  obliged 
to  be  fupported,  they  being  generally 
unable  to  fuck.  At  this  period  like- 
wife,  the  parts  will  have  acquired  fuch 
a fize  as  will  admit  of  handling  them 
to  greater  advantage,  as  well  as  a de- 
gree of  firmnefs  necelTary  to  retain  the 
needles  j for  the  want  of  which,  though 
the  operation  may  appear  to  have  been 
favourably  performed,  the  needles  will 
fometimes  break  out,  and  the  defor- 
mity be  but  little  removed,  or  perhaps 
fometimes  increafed. 

I HAVE  feen  another  blemifli  of  the 
mouth,  requiring  a fimilar  operation; 
the  mouth  being  much  wider  on  one 
lide  than  on  the  other,  appearing  as  if 
it  were  divided  far  into  the  cheek,  and 


occa- 


Macula,  or  Marks.  215 

occafioning  a very  awkward  appearance. 
But  as  the  defedlion  is  lefs  than  in  the 
hare-lip,  and  the  parts  lefs  expofed  to 
injury  after  the  operation,  it  may  fafe- 
ly  be  performed  fooner,  and  to  more 
certain  good  effedt. 

Amongst  other  blemifhes  that  may 
require  furgical  afliftance,  are  thofe 
which  women  are  wont  more  efpeci- 
ally  to  call  marks ; being  fpots,  more 
or  lefs  elevated  above  the  furrounding 
fkin,  and  of  various  forms  and  co- 
lours. Thefe  may  fall  on  any  parts  of 
the  body,  but  are  very  little  regarded 
except  when  found  on  fome  uncovered 
part,  efpecially  the  face,  where,  per- 
haps, this  kind  is  rnoft  commonly  met 
with. 

These,  however,  vary  fo  much  in 
fhape,  fize,  and  in  fome  other  more 
important  circumftances,  that  it  were 
nugatory  to  attempt  to  point  out  the 
precife  operation  adapted  to  many  of 
0^4  them. 
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them.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  in  fome, 
excifion  of  the  difcoloured  and  ele- 
vated parts,  or  deftroying  them  by 
cauflic,  is  the  only  remedy ; in  others, 
compreffion  alone  is  fufficient  j and  in 
a few,  compreffion,  together  with 
flight  pundlure  and  cauflic  wdll  be 
called  for.  In  fome  parts  of  the  face, 
as  the  cheeks,  lips,  the  nofe,  and  near, 
the  eyes,  the  knife  or  lancet  muft  be 
had  recourfe  to  with  caution ; though 
whenever  made  ufe  of,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  carry  them  full  as  deep,  and 
far,  as  the  diftempered  veflels  may 
happen  to  extend,  or  the  operation 
will  not  be  completely  fuccefsful.  It 
is,  indeed,  fometimes  neceffary  to  re- 
peat it ; and  it  will  be  better  to  do  fo, 
•than  to  deftroy  any  found  parts  unne- 
ceffarily,  by  which  the  fear  might  be 
•extended.  Where  great  caution  has 
been  found  expedient,  it  will  fome- 
times happen,  that  though  the  ble- 

mifh 
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niifh  may  feem  to  have  been  fully  re- 
moved, the  rednefs  and  tumour  will 
after  fome  months  return ; but  even 
here,  as  a touch  with  the  cauftic  called 
nitrated  lilver,  after  lightly  fcarifying 
the  parts ; or  at  moft,  the  carrying 
the  lancet  a little  deeper  than  at  firll, 
will  perfed:  the  cure,  it  were  pity  it 
Ihould  be  negledled,  diftrefling  as  the 
idea  of  a fecond  operation  muft  be  to 
the  parents  of  the  infant.  In  fome 
inftances,  however,  the  recurring  ele- 
vation as  well  as  difcolou ration  of  the 
part,  when  flight,  have  gradually  fub- 
fided  without  a fecond  operation ; 
which  it  may  therefore  be  proper  to 
defer  for  a few  months.  From  the 
very  great  advantages  derived  from 
thefe  means,  in  fome  very  unpromifing 
■cafes  that  I have  been  witnefs  to,  I 
have  been  led  to  offer  thefe  remarks ; 
and  not  doubting,  that  other  prac- 
•titioners  have  feen  the  like,  I M'ifh  to 

imprefs 
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imprefs  the  idea  of  confulting  fome 
fkilful  furgeon  upon  every  great  ble- 
mifh,  perfuaded  that  many  parents 
will,  in  the  event,  have  occalion  to  be 
thankful  for  the  advice. 

A DIFFERENT  kind  of  blemifh  con- 
lifts  in  little  tumours  and  fuperfluous 
parts,  without  any  difcolouration  of 
the  furface.  The  former  lie  more  or 
lefs  deep  under  the  Ikin,  and  confift 
of  extravafated  lymph,  hardened  fat, 
or  indurated  glands.  Some  of  thefe 
likewife  may  be  effaced  merely  by 
compreffion,  while  others  can  be  re- 
moved only  by  cauftic  or  excifion. 
Pendulous  parts  occur  very  frequently, 
fometimes  adhering  only  by  a fmall 
bafe,  like  a thread,  and  may  then  be 
removed  by  only  palling  a tight  liga- 
ture round  them,  as  was  di reeled  for 
the  common  wart.  But  Ihould  any 
even  adhere  more  firmly,  and  be  only 
a fmall  joint,  fuch  as  a finger  or  a toe, 

it 
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it  were  better  to  have  it  taken  off  on 
the  firft  days ; as  the  vefTels  will  then 
bleed  but  little,  and  the  griftle  by 
which  fuch  joints  are  ufually  con- 
nedled,  are  not  yet  become  bony. 
But  fliould  the  part  be  more  com- 
pletely formed,  it  may  be  necelTary  to 
delay  the  operation  a while  longer,  that 
by  difcovering  which  of  the  duplicates 
may  take  the  lead,  the  more  promi- 
fing  one  may  be  preferved  j which  is 
not  always  to  be  known  with  certainty 
at  the  birth. 

I MENTION  one  more  trifling  ble- 
milh,  which  I note  with  a peculiar 
fatisfadlion,  from  experience  that  na- 
ture alone  is  able  to  remedy  it  in  cer- 
tain inftances  wherein  I had  previoufly 
conceived,  that  fome  confiderable  re- 
courfe  to  art  would  be  called  for. 
This  confifts  of  divers  unnatural  forms 
of  fome  parts  about  the  head,  particu- 
larly of  the  ears  and  nofe.  The  latter 

of 
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of  thefe  is,  certainly,  of  the  more  im- 
portance, and  is  fometimcs  turned 
greatly  on  one  fide,  with  one  of  the 
noftrils  open  very  largely,  and  the 
other  too  fmall.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that 
after  trying  what  could  be  done  by 
plaifter,  bandage,  and  other  contri- 
vances, nature  alone,  by  the  force  of 
the  circulating  juices,  has  brought 
the  parts,  in  the  courfe  of  a few 
weeks,  into  their  proper  form. 

Beside  thefe,  there  are  blemiffies  of 
far  greater  importance,  fome  of  which 
demand  an  operation  as  the  only  chance 
for  preferving  the  life  of  the  infant. 
Such  are  imperforations  of  the  vagina, 
the  anus,  and  the  urethra. 

The  Vagina  is  fometimes  imperfo- 
rate on  the  external,  at  others,  only  in 
the  more  internal  parts ; and  is  in  dif- 
ferent degrees.  The  latter  more  com- 
monly relates  only  to  the  hymen, 
which  requiring  an  operation  to  be 

per- 
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performed  about  the  age  of  puberty, 
I fhall  do  no  more  than  barely  men- 
tion here,  efpecially  as  it  requires  only 
a limple,  or  crucial  incilion,  and  to 
preferve  the  orifice  open.  Where  the 
imperforation  is  in  the  fubftance  of 
the  vagina  itfelf,  I have  never  found 
an  operation  to  be  of  any  ufe,  though 
I have  known  it  attempted,  in  the 
adult,  with  great  addrefs  and  refo- 
lution. 

I HAVE  never  met  with  the  external 
parts  totally  imperforate,  there  being 
alw'ays  a fmall  opening  near  the  na- 
tural aperture  leading  to  the  bladder; 
but  I have  found  the  aperture  higher 
up  fo  very  fmall  as  to  require  a little 
operation,  which  is  very  eafily  done 
with  the  fingers,  or  at  moft  with  the 
mere  point  of  a lancet,  there  being 
always  a line,  diredling  the  extent 
nature  has  feemed  originally  to  intend, 
which  being  cut  through,  requires  only 

to 
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to  be  kept  apart  for  a few  days,  by  a 
bit  of  fine  lint. 

It  is  in  this  inftance  peculiarly  im- 
portant that  practitioners  in  mid- 
wifery, and  others  attending  at  the 
birth,  fhould  examine  infants  very 
attentively  in  regard  to  this  complaint, 
which  may  be  otherwife  overlooked, 
the  defection  proving  no  obftacle  to 
the  natural  excretions.  I have  met 
with  feveral  inftances  of  it  in  children 
from  three  to  fix  years  old,  in  whom 
the  complaint  was  but  newly  dif- 
covered,  and  it  has  been,  in  others, 
neglected  to  the  time  of  puberty,  and 
even  of  marriage,  and  muft  then  prove 
of  ferious  confequence,  and  may  even 
be  attended  with  hazard. 

The  Rectum  or  lower  bowel,  like- 
wife  is  fometimes  found  opening  into 
the  vagina ; a cafe  that  affords  but  lit- 
tle profpeCt  of  relief.  It  fhould,  how- 
ever, be  attempted;  but  the  kind  of 
' operation 
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operation  muft  depend  fo  much  upon 
circumftances,  that  it  cannot  be  here 
pointed  out  with  any  precilion. 

The  Anus,  or  extremity  of  the  lower 
bowel,  is  fometimes  clofed  only  by  a 
thin  membrane,  fo  that  the  day  after 
birth  the  fecal  meconium  may  be  dif- 
tincflly  felt,  and  in  a manner  feen 
fhining  through  it.  But  more  com- 
monly the  imperforate  anus  is  a me- 
lancholy cafe,  as  it  feldom  allows  of 
an  efFedlual  remedy,  the  gut  often 
terminating  in  a cul  de  Jac  fo  high  up 
as  not  to  be  reached ; it  is  not,  how- 
ever, always  to  be  defpaired  of,  though 
no  flucfluation  of  the  contents  of  the 
bowels  fhould  be  felt  for  two  or  three 
days  after  the  infant  is  born. 

Though  this  fad  defedlion  is  not 
very  uncommon,  I remember  only  one 
cafe  of  the  kind  in  the  Lying-in  hofpi- 
tal,  and  in  that  I happened  to  fucceed, 
contrary,  indeed,  to  all  expedlation, 

and 
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and  after  the  child  had  puked  up  x 
great  quantity  of  meconium  ; and  not 
only  the  belly,  but  alfo  the  face  was 
become  exceedingly  tumid,  and  the 
eyes  had  not  been  opened  for  fome 
time. 

The  manner  of  doing  this  operation 
muft,  in  different  cafes,  depend  fo 
much  on  the  difcretion  of  the  opera- 
tor, that  it  would  be  needlefs  to  fay 
more,  than  that  a trocar  as  well  as  a 
lancet  is  generally  required,  and  that 
the  operation  ought  to  be  poftponed 
as  long  as  it  fafely  can,  that  the  de- 
pending part  of  the  bowel  may  be 
diftended,  and  pufhed  as  low  down  as  , 
polTible;  and  that  a piece  of  bougie 
fliould  be  occafionally  introduced,  and 
fometimes  left  in  the  part,  for  a few 
hours,  for  the  firfl:  fortnight. 

The  imperforate  penis  is  not  quite 
fo  common  a cafe ; but  is  not  unfre- 
quently  fufpeded,  when  the  aperture 

of 
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of  the  paflage  is  merely  flopped  up  by 
a little  mucus ; and  Ihould  therefore 
be  examined  in  good  time.  In  this 
cafe  wafhing  the  part  with  warm  milk 
and  water,  or  at  mofl,  a little  afliflance 
with  a fmall  probe,  or  any  fuch  blunt 
pointed  inflrument,  will  be  fufficient 
to  open  the  paflage.  But  it  is  evi- 
dent, if  the  canal  leading  to  the  blad- 
der be  wholly  wanting,  no  operation 
can  be  undertaken : it  is,  however, 
more  commonly  found  open  a certain 
way,  and  often  as  far  as  the  bafis  of 
the  glans,  and  fometimes  near  to  its 
extremity ; in  which  lafl  inflance,  it 
is  neceffary  only  to  make  a fmall  aper- 
ture with'  a lancet,  or  a fine  trocar, 
and  to  keep  the  part  open  by  the  oc- 
cafional  introduction  of  a flender 
bougie.  The  more  common  com- 
plaint of  this  part  however,  is  that  of 
the  urinary  paflTage  terminating  by  a 
fmall  aperture  at  a little  diflance  be- 
■ VOL.  II.  R low 
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low  the  glans,  and  fometimes  on  one 
fide  of  it.  In  thefe  cafes,  the  precife 
circumftances  muft  determine  the  pro- 
priety of  any  operation,  which  if  not 
judicioufly  managed,  may  render  the 
cafe  worfe  than  it  was.*  In  other 
inftances,  the  part  is  drawn  down- 
wards, or  to  one  fide;  the  peculiar 
circumftances  of  w'hich,  muft  point 
out  the  nature  of  the  operation  moft 
likely  to  afford  relief. 

I have  likewife  known  the  Ears  to 
be  imperforate,  a cafe  that  admits  of 
no  remedy ; but  the  external  appear- 
ance may  fometimes  be  improved, 
when  the  outer  circle  is  turned  for- 
wards over  the.  inner  onej  covering 

* It  is  on  this  account,  (as  noticed  in  the  In- 
troduction) that  thefe  feveral  hints  are  dropped  in 
regard  to  operations,  that  the  intelligent  reader  may 
form  fome  judgment  refpedting  the  propriety  of 
the  mode  of  relief  that  may  be  propofed,  when  at 
a diltance  from  the  bell  furgical  advice. 
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that  part  which  ought  to  lead  to  the 
internal  ear  : but  in  thefe  cafes,  I have 
always  found  the  palTage  totally  obli- 
terated. 

Another,  and  a very  common  blc- 
mifh,  is  that  called  squinting,  which 
is  fometimes  contradted  by  very  young 
infants,  and  may  then  frequently  be 
remedied,  efpecially  if  confined  to  one 
eye ; but  if  a child  be  born  with  this 
deformity,  or  it  be  confequent  to  fits, 
it  is  not  fo  likely  to  be  removed. 
The  means  I have  to  recommend  are, 
indeed,  very  fimple.  A very  impor- 
tant one,  however,  is  to  apply  a piece 
of  fticking-plaifter  fpread  on  fome 
bright-coloured  filk,  in  fuch  a poli- 
tion,  either  on  the  temple,  or  the  nofe, 
agreeable  to  the  fide  on  which  the  eye 
is  dillorted,  as  may  draw  it  the  con- 
trary way.  In  order  to  keep  up  this 
attraction,  the  colour  of  the  filk  ought 
to  be  varied  from  time  to  time,  as 
R 2 well 
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well  as  its  fituation,  placing  it  a little 
higher,  or  lower,  both  for  the  fake  of 
change,  that  the  fkin  may  not  be 
fretted,  as  well  as  to  anfwer  any  other 
end,  that  a due  obfervation  on  its 
effects  may  point  out.  Belides  this, 
the  child  ought  always  to  be  placed 
with  that  fide  towards  the  light  from 
which  the  eye  is  diftorted ; and  for  the 
like  reafon,  its  parents,  nurfe,  play- 
things, and  every  other  objedb  that 
can  attra<ft  its  notice,  Ihould  as  con- 
fiantly  as  is  poflible  be  on  the  fame 
fide,  that  the  child  may  have  every 
inducement  its  age  and  circumilances 
will  allow,  to  draw  the  eye  the  right 
way,  and  by  early  habit,  counteracS:  a 
mufcular  action  that  is  not  yet  become 
permanent. 

Another  method  more  proper  for 
older  children,  is  covering  the  eyes 
with  ogles,  which  are  glalTes  fixed  in 
a little  cafe,  fuch  as  many  people 
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vcar  when  they  ride  on  horfe-back. 
They  muft  be  fo  placed,  that  the  child 
can  fee  no  objed:  but  by  turning  the 
eyes  to  the  fides  from  which  they  are 
diftorted.  Or,  an  opake  covering  of 
a fimilar  form  may  be  w'orn,  with  only 
a very  fmall  aperture  in  the  centre,  by 
which  the  child  W'ill  be  obliged  to 
look  ftrait  forward.  Jt  is  fcarcely  ne- 
celfary  to  add,  that  thefe  contrivances 
mufl:  be  worn  conftantly,  till  the  bad 
habit  fliall  be  overcome. 

Where  the  caft  is  confined  to  one 
eye,  it  has  been  recommended  to  cover 
the  other;  whereby  the  infant  w'ill  in 
a little  time  acquire  the  habit  of  di- 
reding  the  affeded  one  more  properly. 
After  this  the  found  eye  fhould  be  gra- 
dually uncovered,  fo  as  to  admit  the 
light  by  degrees.  The  child,  it  is 
faid,  will  by  this  means  very  foon  be 
enabled  to  dired  both  eyes  properly 
to  the  fame  objed. 
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To  this  end  likewife,  fuch  children 
may  be  made  to  look  at  their  own  eyes 
in  a mirror  for  a few  minutes,  feveral 
times  in  a day ; but  with  the  precau- 
tion that  each  eye  be  direded  to  that 
which  correfponds  with  it  in  the  glafs  ; 
contriving,  fomewife,  to  render  this 
remedy  a kind  of  amufement.  I fhall 
only  add  on  this  head,  that  children 
who  are  inclined  to  fquint  ought  not 
to  be  expofed  to  a very  ftrong  light, 
nor  be  taught  to  read  while  very 
young. 

Infants  are  liable,  indeed,  to  many 
other  blemilbes ; but  as  I mean  to 
treat  only  of  fuch  as  call  for  medical 
attention,  and  admit  of  fome  remedy, 
I fhall  mention  only  two  or  three 
more,  which  are  very  common,  and 
with  them  clofe  what  I have  to  fay  on 
their  Complaints. 
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T'hese  are  diftortions  of  the  feet,  and' 
differ  only  with  refped:  to  the  fide  to 
which  the  foot  is  turned;  in  the  for- 
mer, the  foies  of  the  feet  being  turned 
inwards,  and  in  the  latter,  outwards : 
the  curative  intention  is  therefore  alike 
in  both.  The  complaint  is  fometimes 
very  trifling,  and  feems  to  have  been 
owing  to  fome  cramped  pofition  of 
the  feet  in  the  womb,  and  in  that  cafe, 
difappears  before  the  end  of  the  month. 
In  other  inftances,  there  is  evidently  a 
contradlion,  if  not  fhortning  of  the 
tendons,  which  calls  for  confiderable 
attention.  The  remedy,  however,  is 
obvious  enough,  and  frequently  con- 
fifis  only  in  the  proper  application  of 
a roller  and  pafteboard  fplints,  fo  as 
gradually  to  bring  the  foot  to  its  na- 
tural 
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tural  pofition,  and  in  proportion  as  it 
inclines  thereto,  increafing  the  force 
and  tightning  the  roller,  every  two  or 
three  days. 

There  is  alfo  another  very  common 
diftortion  of  the  feet,  in  which  they 
‘ are  turned  upward  towards  the  inftep  : 
but  the  mode  of  treatment  is  alike  in 
them  all,  and  the  cure  will  ufually  be 
efFe<fled  in  a reafonable  time. — The 
like  eafy  means,  therefore,  W'ill  gene- 
rally be  fufficient  to  remedy  a con- 
tradlion  of  the  joints  of  the  fingers, 
and  various  awkward  pofitions  of  the 
toes,  with  which  fome  infants  come 
into  the  world. 

All  thefe  complaints  may,  never- 
thelefs,  be  fometimes  more  confidera- 
ble,  and  in  fuch  cafe,  efpecially  if  ne- 
gledled  for  many  months,  or  even 
years,  as  they  fometimes  are,  require 
the  afliftance  of  fome  fteel  inftrument, 
or  irons,  (as  they  are  called}  which 
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are  properly  contrived  for  thefe  and 
other  diftortions,  as  of  the  knees,  &c. 
by  Mejfrs.  Bowley  (late  Squire) y Shel- 
drakcy  and  other  trufs-makers ; who 
feldom  fail  of  bringing  the  parts  into 
a more  natural  form,  even  in  the  worft 
cafes,  whenever  parents  may  think  the 
complaint  worthy  of  the  time  and 
attention  that  may  be  required.  But  a 
contrivance  lefs  troublefome,  and  fuit- 
able  to  families  refiding  in  the  coun- 
try, is,  a fhoe  made  of  tin,  lined  with 
leather,  and  well  adapted  to  the  leg 
and  foot,  and  properly  fecured  by 
Brings. 


The  End  of  the  Diseases. 
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S 2 Bleeding 


V.  2.  36r  41 
V.  1.  95-  96 
V.  2.  223-224 
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Bleeding  from  the  Navel 
Boils 

Breafis,  Induration  of 

in  Infants 

Burns  and  Scalds 
Belly,  Rupture  of 


Pace 
V.2.  116-119 
90-  92 
57-  59 
V.3.  32-  33 
99-103 
127  and  196 


Canker  of  the  Mouth 

V.2. 

51-  54 

Catarad,  Gutta  Serena,  and  Amau- 

rofis 

36-  4-1 

Chafings  or  Excoriations 

V.  3. 

27-  28 

Cheeks,  gangrenous  Erolion  of 

V.  2. 

55-  56 

Chicken-pox 

V.  1. 

311-313 

Chilblains 

V.  2. 

92-  99 

Cold  Bath  (Note') 

Complaints  mentioned  by  Ancient 

V.  3. 

22-  26 

Writers 

V.2. 

156 

Common  inflamed  Eye 

Congenite  Diforders,  or  fuch  as  ap- 

22 

pear  at  the  Birth 

165 

Convulfions 

V.  1. 

170-189 

Coughs,  General  Obfervations  on 

321-323 

Hooping 

324-337 

Spafmodic 

338-340 

Coftivenefs  and  Wind 

60-  TO 

Croup  „ . - 

341-348 

Curvature 
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Curvature  of  the  Bones  from  Weak 
nefs 

Cutting  of  the  Tongue  » 


V.2.  85-  88 
110-111 


D. 


Dance,  St.  Vitus’s 
Deafnefs 

Debility  of  the  Lower  Extremities 
Decay,  and  Hectic  Fever 
Difcharges  from  the  Vagina 
Difcolouration,  accompanied  with  a 
Debility  of  the  Limbs 
of  New-born  Infants 


V.  1.  206-207 
V.2.  44-  48 
79-  82 
V. 1.  267-272 
143-147 

V.2.  82-  85 
V.  I.  19-  22 


E, 


Ear-Ach  - - " 

V.2. 

48 

Ears  Imperforate 

- 

226 

Sore 

V.  1. 

116-117 

Abfcefs  in 

118-119 

Epilcptic-fits 

203-205 

Eruptions  on  the  Skin 

V.  1. 

91-111 

Eryfipelas  Infantile 

40-  44 

Exceflive  Thirft,  or  Polydip/ia 

- 

372-374 

Excoriation  and  Galling 

V.3. 

27-  28 

Eye,  Diforders  of 

V.2. 

20-  35 

— Amaurofis,  Catarad, 

and  Gutta  Serena 

36-  41 

S 3 

Eye 
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Eye — Inflammation,  Common 

V.  2.  22 

Purulent 

25-  31 

Eye,  watery 

23  - 24. 

Eye-lids,  forenefs  of 

32 

Eye,  Speck  on 

35 

F. 


Fainting 

V.  1. 

17-  IS 

Falling  down  of  the  Gut 

V.  2. 

140-143 

Fever 

V.  1. 

239-285 

Hedic  and  Decay 

267-272 

— Miliary 

280-2S3 

Mefenteric 

256-266 

Remittent 

- Scarlet,  and  ulcerated  Sore- 

254-255 

Throat 

273-279 

Slow,  with  Appearance  of 

Boils 

252-253 

Fits,  Inward 

53-  59 

Epileptic 

203-205 

Fradures  and  Luxations 

V.2. 

103-109 

G. 

Gangrenous  Erofion  of  the  Cheeks  v.  2.  55-  56 
Gangrenous,  or  Putrid  Thrufli  - v.  1.  8S- 90 

General 
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General  Obfervations  on  Coughs 

V.  1.  321-323 

on  the  Small- 

.pox  and  Meafles 

299-310 

Gripes 

131-156 

Watery 

145-150 

Grocer’s  Itch 

109-111 

Groin,  Rupture  in 

V.  2.  130 

Gravel 

V.  1.  368-369 

Grubbs  - - ■ 

159-162 

Gutta  Serena,  Amaurofis,  and  Ca- 

taract 

V.  2.  36-  41 

Gut,  falling  down  of 

140-143 

-IL 


Hare-lip 

Head,  Watery  - 

Scurfy  nefs  of 

HeAic  Fever  and  Decay 
Hepartomphalos,  and  Ventral, 
Belly  Hernia 

Hernia,  or  Rupture  of  the  Brain 
Hiccough 

Hip-joint,  Abfcefs  of 
Hooping-Cough 


V.  2.  210 

287-298 
8-  9 
V.  1.  267-272 

V.  2.  196-199 
169-172 
V.  1.  211-212 
V . 2.  69-  7 1 
V.  1.  324-337 


S 4 


Imperfed 
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Imperfeft  Clofure  of  the  Foramen 
Ovale,  and  Canalis  Arteriofus 


of  the  Heart 

V.2. 

165-168 

Imperforate  Vagina 

220-221 

Anus 

223-22+ 

Penis 

224-226 

Ears 

- 

226 

Induration  of  the  Breads 

57-  59 

in  Infants 

V.3. 

32-  33 

Infants,  apparently  Still-born  (In- 

troduftory  Preface) 

V.2. 

i-  XV 

Infantile  Jaundice 

V.  1. 

36-  39 

Eryfipelas 

40-  44 

Incontinence  of  Stools 

- 

155 

of  Urine 

369-371 

Inflammation  of  the  Eyes 

V.  2. 

20-  35 

of  the  Stomach 

V.  1. 

128-129 

Inward-fits  - - - 

53-  59 

Joints,  White-fwelling  of 

V.  2. 

72-  73 

Itch  . _ - 

10-  11 

Grocer’s 

V.  1. 

109-110 

K. 

King’s  Evil,  or  Scrofula  - v.  I.  355-362 

Lancing 
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L 

Lancing  the  Teeth  - V- 1-  230 

Locked- Jaw  or  Tetanus  - 200-203 

Lower-belly,  Abfcefsinthe  - v.2.  60-  62 

Lower  Extremities,  Palfy  of,  with 

Curvature  of  the  Spine  - 74-  79 

Extremities,  Debility  of  - 79-  82 

Luxations  and  Fractures  - 103-109 

of  the  Lower  Jaw  - 104-105 

Lymphatic  Tumours  of  the  Head 

and  Back  - - 176-177 

M. 

Macies  - - v.2.  163-164 

Marks  that  may  be  remedied  - 215-217 

Meafles  and  Small-pox,  General 

Obfervations  on  - v.  1.299-310 

Meconium  - - 23-  35 

Medicines,  Regulations  of  Dofes  (iVo/if)  31-33 
Mefenteric-Fever  - - 256-266 

Miliary-Fever  - - 280-283 

Milk-Blotches,  or  Crufta-laclea  - 97-  99 

Morbid-Snuffles  - - 45-52 

Morbum  Pilare  - v.2.  161-162 

Mouth,  Canker  of  - - 51-  54 

Mucous 


Mucous  Urine 
Mumps 
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V.  1.  363-365 
283-286 


N. 


Kavel,  Bleeding  from  • - v.  2.  116-119 
Navel-String,  unkindly  Separation  of  125-126 
NaveURupture  - - 127-129 

Nettle  Ralh  ‘ - - v.  1.  105-107 

New-born  Infants,  Difcolouration  of  19-  22 


apparently  Still- 


born  (Introduftory  Preface) 

V.2. 

i-  XV 

Night -Mare 

V.  1. 

209-210 

Nofe,  Bleeding  from 

V.2. 

114.-116 

P. 

Paify 

V.  1. 

190-193 

of  the  Lower  Extremities,  with 

Curvature  of  the  Spine 

V.2. 

74-  79 

Parenchymatous  (or  foft  fpongv') 

Tumours  . . - 

194-196 

Pecheguera  of  South-America,  or 

the  Seven-Days-Difeafe 

V.  1. 

374-377 

Penis,  imperforate 

V.2. 

224-226 

Phlyften£e,  or  Watery  Eruption 

V.  1. 

108 

Phthirialis 

V.  2. 

162 

Polydipfia,  or  Exceffive  Thirll 

V.  1. 

372-374 

Prepuce, 
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Prepuce,  Tumefadion  of 
Pfoas,  or  Lumbar-Abfcefs 
Purging 

Purulent  Sore-Eye 


V.  2. 


V.  1. 


V.  2. 


Panula  - - - v.  2. 

Rath,  anomalous  - - v.  1. 

Red-Gum 

Regulation  of  the  Dofes  of  Medi- 
cines (No^e) 

Remittent-Fever 

Retention  of  the  Tellicles  - v.  2. 

Retention  and  Excretion  - v.  3. 

lall  article  but  one 

Retention  and  Incontinence  of  Urine  v.  I. 
Rectum  opening  into  the  Vagina  ' v.  2. 
Rickets  - - v.  1. 

Ringworm  and  Shingles  - v.  2. 

the  ulcerating 

Ruptures  - - - 

at  the  Navel 

in  the  Groin 

Strangulated 

— Watery 

Windy 

of  the  Belly  - - 127 

■ — of  the  Brain 


Page 
139-140 
63-  68 
132-154 
25-  31 


158 
95-  96 
92-  95 

31-  33 
254-255 
137-139 


369-371 
222 
349-354 
11-  13 
13-  14 
127-132 
127-129 
130 

131- 132 

132- 136 
136 

and  196 
169-172 
Scarlet- 
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Page 


Scarlet-Fever,  and  ulcerated  Sore- 


Throat 

V.  1. 

273-279 

Scall’d-head 

V.2. 

2 

Scalds  and  Burns 

99-103 

Scrofula,  or  King’s-Evil 

V.  1. 

355-362 

Scurfynefs  of  the  Head 

V.  2. 

8-  9 

Shingles  and  Ring-worm 

11-  13 

the  Ulcrating 

13-  14. 

Skin,  Eruptions  on 

V.  1. 

91-111 

Skin-bound 

194-199 

Sleep,  Want  of,  or  Watching 

71-  73 

Slow-Fever  with  Appearance  of  Boils 

252-253 

Small-pox  and  Mealies,  General 

Obfervations  on 

299-310 

Sneezing 

212-213 

Snuffles,  common 

V.3. 

48 

morbid 

V.  I. 

45-  53 

Sore  Ears 

116-117 

Sore-Eje,  the  Purulent 

V.2. 

25-  31 

after  Small-pox  and 

Mealies  {Note) 

- 

30 

Venereal 

32-  35 

Sorenefs  of  the  Eye-lids 

- 

32 

Spafmodic  Cough 

V.  1. 

338-340 

Speck  on  the  Eye 

V.2. 

35 

« 

Speech, 
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Speech,  temporary  Lofs  of 

V.  1. 

Page 

207-20S 

Spina- By fida,  or  Forked-Spine 

V.2. 

178-194. 

Squinting 

227-230 

Stithe  or  Stye 

- 

45 

Stomach,  Inflammation  of 

V.  1. 

123-129 

vStools,  Incontinence  of 

• 

155 

St.  Vitus’s  Dance 

- 

206-207 

Suffocation  from  fwallowing 

the 

Point  of  the  Tongue, 

and 

Bleeding 

V.  2. 

111-114. 

Superfluous  Parts 

- 

118 

Suppreffion  of  Urine 

V,  I. 

367 

T. 


Tape-Worm,  Mad.  Vouffer'%  Remedy 

V. 1.  168 

Tetanus,  orLocked-Jaw 

200-203 

Teething  _ _ . 

214-238 

Temporary  Lofs  of  Speech 

207-208 

Tefticles,  Retention  of  them 

V.2.  137-139 

Third,  Exceflive,  or  Polydipfia  - 

V.  1.  372-374 

Thrufh  . 

74-  87 

Gangrenous  or  Putrid 

88-  90 

Tumefaction  of  the  Prepuce 

V.  2.  139  140 

Tuipours  of  the  Scalp 

172-176 

— Lymphatic,  of  the  Head 

and  Back 

176-177 

Tumours 
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Tumours,  Parenchymatous,  (or  fort: 

and  fpongy)  - - v.  2 

Tongue,  Cutting  of 

■ Suffocation  from-fwallowing 

the  Point  of  it 
Tooth- Ach 


U, 

Ulcerated  Sore -Throat  and  Scarlet- 

P’ever  - - v.  1 

Ulceration  of  the  Navel  - v.  2 
Unkindly  Separation  of  the  Navel- 
String 

Urine,  Mucous  - v.  1 

Suppreflion  of  - 

Inpontiueuce  of 


V. 

Vagina,  Difcharges  from  - v.  2 

Imperforate 

- — Redum  opening  into  it 
Vari  and  Valgi,  or  Difiortion  of  the 
Extremities 

Vomiting  - * , v.  1 

Venereal  Sore-Eye  - v.  2 


194-196 

110-111 

111-114 
49-  50 


. 273-279 
. 119-124 

125-126 
. 363-365 
367 
369-371 


. 143-147 
220-221 
222 

231-233 
. 120-127 
32-  35 
Venom 
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Venom  of  Infeds,  and  of  certain 


Animals  . - 

V.2.  14-7-156 

Venereal  Difeafe,  Hints  on 

34 

Ventral,  or  Belly-Hernia,  and  He- 

partomphalos 

196-199 

W. 

Watching,  or  Want  of  Sleep 

V.  I. 

71-  73 

Watery  Eruption 

- 

108 

Head 

287-298 

Eye 

V.  2. 

23-  24 

Gripes 

V.  1. 

145-150 

Rupture 

V.  2. 

132-136 

White-Swelling  of  the  Joints 

- 

72-  73 

Whitlow 

88-  90 

Wind  and  Cofiivenefs 

V.  1. 

60-  70 

Windy-Rupture 

V.2. 

136 

Worms 

V.  1. 

156-169 

Tape,  Mad.  Noujer’s  Remedy 

168 

End  of  the  Second  Volume. 
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